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Part I English for International Academic Conference 1

Part | English for International
Academic Conference

Unit 1 International Academic Conference: an Overview

An international academic conference refers to the conference for
scholars, experts, and researchers from different countries and regions
to present their work, to exchange ideas, and to share their experiences
in a certain academic field. Generally, the participants are academics
but quite often other people concerned are also invited or welcome to the
conference in favor of research, cooperation, and development. It is an
important occasion for researchers and scholars for exchange of informa-
tion, for mutual development and for further cooperative work.

There are three common types of international academic conference,
the themed conference, small and organized around a major subject,
the general conference, larger and organized on various subjects at dif-
ferent sessions, and the professional conference, medium-sized or large
in scale, for both academics and non-academics but around the given
academically related subjects.

International conferences feature various presentations which are of-
ten followed by a question and answer session. There are also keynote
speeches generally by important scholars, researchers, or administra-
tors. Keynote speech can be long while paper presentations are usually
required to be concise and short, conducted usually in a limited period

of time. Besides, there are panel sessions where speakers present their
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ideas and have discussions on the subjects presented.

Generally, papers or abstract of papers are submitted ahead of time
and requirements about such writings are expected to be exactly fol-
lowed. In the preparation of the papers for presentation or inclusion in
the conference proceedings, citation is always highlighted. It means
that when you write your paper, you must give a brief reference to the o-
riginal sources such as a book, article, or website, including the name
of the author, title, publication, date, page number, and things con-
cerned. Particularly the ideas and statistic data of other people must be
noted in some form. Ways of direct or indirect quotations are given in
different Citation Guides. Here, “Chicago-Style Citation Quick Guide”
is recommended unless otherwise specially required by different confer-
ences. This “ Chicago-Style” is easily learned, currently popular,
and applicable to the fields of the liberal arts and science.

The papers of the prospective presenters are usually peer-reviewed by the
conference committee members or other designated referees ahead of time.

For larger international academic conferences, academic publishing
houses will come up concerning publication of conference proceedings
and the like. Besides, many conferences have their own journals pub-
lishing the articles of the researchers in their academic field.

Sometimes, social or entertainment activities like tours and recep-
tions may be included in the conference program (usually at the expense

of the participants).

References

1. http://en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Academic_conference

2. http ://ubishops. ca. libguides. com/content. php? pid = 64683 &
sid =485393

3. http://www. chicagomanualofstyle. org/tools_citationguide. html
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Unit 2 Letter of Invitation

Sample Study
Directions: Read the following samples and learn the useful

expressions.

Sample 1
2008 China Top High Schools Alliance International Education
Conference, Beijing

Letter of Invitation

Respected Excellency,

We would like to avail this opportunity to invite you to participate in
the 2008 China Top Schools Alliance International Education Conference
to be convened on 14th December 2008 in Beijing.

2008 China Top Schools Alliance International Education Confer-
ence is an international exchange platform based on Foundation College
of China Scholarship Council and International Education Fund. It has
access to all the Chinese Top high schools and advanced international
educational resources and faces China’s basic education. There are over
400 Chinese Top high schools as institutional members on this platform.
They are all making unswerving efforts to promote the exchanges, coor-
dination and cooperation between China’s Top high schools and world’s
advanced educational resources.

At the meantime, it will offer a platform for well-known internation-
al educational institutions to better learn about the quality, characteris-
tics and status of development of China’s basic education and a chance to

select well qualified Chinese students for overseas studies.
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Through a series of debates and exchange activities, the conference
will aim to introduce advanced international education resources and ma-
ture specialized theoretical methods and experiences into China and pro-
mote the studies and practice in the development of the sense of respon-
sibilities, innovative abilities, creativity and abilities to engage in inter-
national exchanges of Chinese students.

China Top High Schools Alliance International Education Confer-
ence focuses on the academic aspects and the integration between theo-
ries and practice and is committed to promoting exchanges between
China’s senior high schools and overseas institutions of higher learning.
We plan to organize the Conference on an annual basis and build it as a
platform for the interactions and exchanges among-practitioners and re-
searchers of senior high schools, enriching and developing theories and
practice in the internationalization of education.

12 October 2008
China Top High Schools Alliance International Education Conference
Organizing Committee

( http:// www. topschoolcn. org/ english2008/ Conferenceinvitatio/ 200909/

23. shtml)

Words and Expressions

1. unswerving [ An'swa:vip] adj. strong and not changing or be-
coming weaker 'R EH]; WEARANETH

2. have access to. .. $Ejr------; J@[]ee-

3. institutions of higher learning 2B

Useful Sentence Patterns

1. We would like to avail this opportunity to... F&{7{& it #L

T R
=



Part I English for International Academic Conference 5

2. ... to make unswerving efforts to promote the exchanges, coor-
dination and cooperation between... and... S ¥F A fif Hb = hHE
M Rl ZFIRYZEN . YA A

3. At the meantime, it will offer a platform for. .. [AJH}, BIKZ
WH-oe B T P

Sample 2
Invitation to Participate HPAIR Conference

On behalf of the Harvard Project for Asian and International Rela-
tions, our organization would like to invite you and your students to col-
laborate with us to further the global understanding of Asian and interna-
tional relations through our annual summer conference in Asia.

The Harvard Project for Asian and International Relations
(HPAIR) is a partnership between the students and faculty of Harvard
University, offering a sustained academic program and a forum of ex-
change to facilitate discussion of the most important economic, political ,
and social issues relevant to the Asia-Pacific region. HPAIR’s interna-
tional conference has emerged as the largest annual Harvard event in A-
sia and the largest annual student conference in the Asia-Pacific region,
attracting a wide variety of distinguished speakers and future leaders as
Harvard’s student outpost in Asia.

Our conference this year, co-hosted by Fudan University, will be
held August 22 — 25th, 2005 in Tokyo, Japan. The theme will be
“Futuring Asia: Contemporary Challenges and Emerging Realities”.

Our workshops will focus on the following six topics:

® Interests, Institutions and I[dentities: Understanding Security Is-

sues in East Asia
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® A Matter of Trust; The Role of Trust in Shaping Civil Society
and Rule of Law in Asia

e Higher Education and Active Citizenship: The Public Role of U-
niversities in East Asia

® Global Health Care Systems; Working Towards a Higher Health
Standard

® Reinventing Diaspora: Exploring Globalization through Human Mi-
gration

® Visualizing Asia: Global Culture and National Narratives in Con-

temporary “Asian” Art

The HPAIR Conference extends invitation to all students in college lev-
el and beyond. Please go to http://www. hpair. org/to apply. We are looking
forward to your participation !

(http ://www. cenet. org. cn/article. asp?articleid = 16935 )

Words and Expressions

1. facilitate [ fo'siliteit] vt. to make an action or a process possi-
ble or easier {E€3; #HBy; [FA5)

2. diaspora [ dai' @spara] n. the movement of the Jewish people a-
way from their own country to live and work in other countries &8I
KA; BE

3. collaborate [ koa'leboreit] vi. to work together with somebody in

order to produce or achieve something G4

4. on behalf of. .. EfLFE-----

Useful Sentence Patterns
1. to further the understanding of. .. HF—HHEFFEXF-- -+ gpiyiaA

2. to offer a sustained academic program and a forum of exchange to
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facilitate discussion of. .. RAtFEFFLEM AR, BELHWEE,
A G- [ R

3. Our conference this year (is) co-hosted by... FATS4FHK
IR

Exercise
1. Directions; Fill in the blanks in English based on the information

given in the brackets.

ICIC 2007—A Welcome Invitation to Visit Qingdao

(OFATMBEHEIF LS N) the 2007 Interna-
tional Conference on Intelligent Computing (ICIC 2007 ) to be held on
August 21 - 24, 2007 in Qingdao, Shandong Province, China.

(Q&BHH - FJ5) The Ocean University of China,
The Institute of Intelligent Machines, The University of Science & Tech-
nology of China, Chinese Academy of Sciences, and technically co-
sponsored by The IEEE Computational Intelligence Society ( pending)
and The International Neural Network Society, and (®
HFX BAR SR A SREYTE)). (@FE =W
M) FE i) is Advanced Intelligent Computing Technology and Applica-
tions. Only (@5 —FEMXHA R, RE
B B8 3C) are especially solicited, including theories, methodolo-
gies, and applications in science and technology. Topics covering in-
dustrial issues/applications and academic research into intelligent com-
puting will be welcome. (®2ie ) will be
published in (DR VL E R 51) by Springer, in-
cluding Lecture Notes in Computer Sciences ( LNCS) / Lecture Notes
in ‘Artificial Intelligence ( LNAI) /Communications in Computer and

Information Science (CCIS). (@A R )
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will (OHEFTE E“#EH ) based on originality,
significance and clarity. Only papers presenting novel research results or
successful innovative applications are (OALHEE
HAR) -

Organized by The Ocean University of China

Co-Organized by The Institute of Intelligent Machines, CAS

University of Science & Technology of China

(http: //www. ic-ic. org/2007/welcome. htm)

2. Directions; Translate the following into English.
WESME=ZEEREFMPERARRIZ: FAFBEIULIR

B

R R E A E SCAE PR BT 30 AR, Tl RF R RS S
AREERG2D “H=)EEH R AR P E RIS R B X
WALH” o =BT 2012 4£ 9 H 2 -4 HAEILIE K # REMW2AT,

AREVIEHIE R 8 fik A A&, QI EE. &H. &
H., HAMRB LR EEDE, FETEN LT 8% Bk T
e HAHRSSCER R S OAR; SMESCETR T E; SRS 2R
PRTREAN; BIES 5SEE. REERSH, ©F - HEPRE
FHMRTETE, W “EEEN (FHEa)7.

XK VORFARF BB, S UGT I R R0A 76 AN ] A 1 45K
FEor A FAN A T E R R G 2 oo, TR R SCFE EAR,
st AR BE, e BORY. IBE% . SRS,

MRS NG =Jm E bR B =R E RS Is: KA N B0k
Mo V0K EZ AR ICHST, (BATSAHITE IS SGH T, T
W% B A E SR M T,

#E

B =R EPREER R E RIS KT E U RAERS



Part I English for International Academic Conference 9

3. Writing
Directions: Study the samples in this Unit or refer to a sample in
the relevant website and write an invitation to a conference in your aca-

demic field.

Supplementary Reading
INVITATION TO ATTEND 3rd ICRBM

Dear colleagues:

Since the first International Conference on Rodent Biology and Ma-
nagement (ICRBM) was successfully launched in October 1998, the
ICRBM has attracted much attention from worldwide experts in many
fields of rodent studies. The 2nd ICRBM was held in Canberra in Feb-
ruary 2003 and built on the tremendous foundation of the inaugural meet-
ing. More than 145 people from 35 countries attended the 2nd ICRBM.
Now the ICRBM has become a very important platform for academic ex-
changes and collaboration among scientists internationally.

Rodents are the most important group of mammals in terms of spe-
cies number, abundance, scope of distribution and their impact on the
livelihoods of people. Due to increasing human disturbances and climate
anomalies in the new century, we are now facing more challenges in
dealing with the impacts and conservation of rodent species in agricultur-
al, forested, peri-urban, urban and natural landscapes. A strong un-
derstanding of the ecology and social behavior of rodents has proven to be
essential in the management of rodent problems. Since the 2nd ICRBM,
there have been many exciting developments in the study of rodent biolo-
gy and management, and in our understanding of rodent systematics.
And there has been a noticeable increase in studies of rodent-disease in-
teractions, including rodent zoonoses.

We are very pleased to announce that the 3rd ICRBM will be held
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from August 28 to September 1, 2006, in Hanoi, Vietnam. A high-
light of the conference will be the plenary program that will consist of
eight invited presentations. The conference will end on a high note with
an overview of the week’s presentations by Professor Charles Krebs. Of
course, the conference will also have stimulating symposia, posters and
workshops. The conference will provide a unique opportunity to further
develop the synergy between rodent biology and management. Plus there
is the bonus of meeting in a magnificent setting: the beautiful city of
Hanoi with its long and colorful history.

On behalf of the organizing committee, we invite all of our friends
and colleagues from across the scientific disciplines and around the
globe, to come and participate in this important conference.

Sincerely

Professor Zhibin Zhang, Co-chair

Professor Nguyen Van Tuat, Co-chair

December 2005

3rd ICRBM Organizing Committee

Honorary Chairman

Prof. Charles Krebs

CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems

GPO 284

Canberra, ACT 2601

AUSTRALIA

charles. krebs@ csiro. au

(http: //ictbm2006. ioz. ac. cn/2nd/2ndannouncement. htm)

Words and Expressions
1. rodent [ 'roudant] n. any small animal that belongs to a group

of animals with strong sharp front teeth. Mice, rats and squirrels are all



