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The Age of Robots

In this unit you will:

1

learn about the major principles of robotics and its latest
applications in everyday life;

. familiarize yourself with the words and expressions re-

lated to the theme of the unit;

. practice communication skills used in a conference;

. enhance listening skills through non-theme-related audio
and video materials;

. use knowledge about words and sentences to prepare for
a lecture.

Teaching Objectives:

1. To enable Ss to understand the main idea and grasp important details of the
listening passages;
2. To give Ss a chance to exchange views on issues related to robots, artificial
intelligence, the moral concerns in this age of robots, etc.;
. To have Ss practice communication skills used in a conference;
4. To have Ss form pairs to simulate situations of using proper expressions and
sentence structures to prepare for a lecture.

(¥5 ]

Teaching Steps:

1. Familiarize Ss with the words in the Word Bank.

2. Introduce some necessary background information about proper names of
people and events in the unit.

3. Watch the video clip of lectures given by college professors and celebrities
about the working principles and application of robotics.

4, Ask Ss to form pairs or groups and explain to them how to carry out the
speaking tasks.

5. Go round the classroom to supervise the Ss’ discussions.

6. Have some pairs/groups to present their views in class.

7. Conduct a role play if time permits.

8. Assess Ss’ performance by having a spelling check on the new words they
have learned.
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Partl

Theme-Related Activities

Section ] Lecturel

Lead-in questions:

1. What do you know of robots?
2. What are your expectations of a robot with emotions?

empathize /'empeBarz/ v. HFRIE; ™4
e, FEH

converge /ken'v3:dz/ v #3, &4; +4
L, #EF

conversational / konva'serfenl/ adj. 4EiE
HhY; ATRE; OEK

android /'endrord/ n. AJEHLEA

hierarchical / hare'ra:ktkel/ adj. %4
Sy HEHIER

pore /lpo:(r)/ n. (HeRk L) A

macro-molecular /maskraume’lekjela/ n.

Notes:
1. About the author

K

nanoscale /'nzenaskerl/ n. #K%

porosity /po:'rosati/ n. 8% (#) ; £l
(#)

the Korean Advanced Institute of
Science and Technology #E®&%#
FHARER

the Machine Perception Laboratory at
the U.C. San Diego fnk¥Zi&k&sr
BEPBBaTRE

emulate femjulert/ v. fX; Bifi

empathetic /empe'Oetik/ adj. T#EHIAS
Bl

~ devastating /'devestertiy/ adj. ¢ AR

PRy

Wired NextFest Wired #uiBrasiray 28
o

Interface /intefers/ n. OB

spooky /'spu:ki/ adj. SRR

spokesbot /spouksbot/ n. REHIEA, P38
Atz ({iispokesman )

spec /spek/ v

David Hanson merges robotics and art to design life-like, social robots that can mimic human ex-

pression and emotion.

2. About this talk

David Hanson’s robot faces look and act like yours: They recognize and respond to emotion, and

make expressions of their own. Here, an “emotional” live demo of the Einstein robot offers a peek at a
future where robots truly mimic humans.

3. Wired NextFest

Wired is a full-color monthly American magazine and on-line periodical, published since January

1993, that reports on how new and developing technology affects culture, the economy, and politics.

Owned by Condé Nast, it is headquartered in San Francisco, California. It now has two international
editions: Wired UK and Wired Italia.

From 2004 to 2008, Wired organized an annual “festival of innovative products and technologies”.

A NextFest had also been planned for 2009, but it was later canceled.

2004: May 14-16 at the Fort Mason Center, San Francisco
2005: June 24-26 at Navy Pier, Chicago
2006: September 28 — October 1 at the Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, New York City

2007: September 1316 at the Los Angeles Convention Center, Los Angeles

2008: September 27 — October 12 at Millennium Park in Chicago



