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101 Helpful Hints for IELTS

INTRODUCTION

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Read the Introduction “What is IELTS?” on page 5, so that you
have a better understanding of what the examination is about
and what is expected of you.

Complete Practice Test One under test conditions. Follow the
instructions on page 85. Check your answers with the Answer
Key on page 160. Check your ability using the Score Interpreter
on page 162.

Use the Hints Section starting on page 11 to review with care
any mistakes you might have made in Practice Test One.

Complete Practice Test Two under test conditions. Check
your answers with the Answer Key on pages 160 and 161.
Check your ability using the Score Interpreter on page 162.

Refer to the Hints Section again to review with care any
mistakes you might have made in Practice Test Two.

Complete the more difficult Practice Tests Three and Four
under test conditions. Check your answers with the Answer
Key onpage 161. Check your ability using the Score Interpreter
on page 162.

Contact your nearest [ELTS Administration Centre and fill in
an application form to take the test. Apply only when you feel
you have adequately prepared and are ready for the examination.
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WHAT IS IELTS?
AN OVERVIEW

* The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) examination
can be taken in over 100 different countries in the world. It is primarily
designed to assess the readiness of candidates to study or train in further or higher education courses
held in English at college or university.

* The examination takes 2 hours and 45 minutes to complete, and consists of four Sub-tests in the skills
of listening, reading, writing and speaking.

 There are two IELTS test modules available - the Academic Module and the General Training Module.
The results of the Academic Module may be used to determine a candidate’s suitability for study at
undergraduate or postgraduate level. The General Training Module is suitable for candidates wishing
to continue their studies at diploma level only. The General Training Module is also used for
immigration purposes to Australia or New Zealand, and for students who wish to complete their
secondary education in an English-speaking country. The General Training Reading and Writing Sub-
tests are less demanding than the corresponding Academic Module Sub-tests, but the Listening and
Speaking Sub-tests are the same for both modules.

» It does not matter what subject you are going to study in the future - or have studied in the past - all
students taking the desired module do the same test. You will not be tested on your specific knowledge
of a subject; only your English language skills are assessed.

* You may write on the question papers, but you may not take the question papers from the examination
room. All your answers must be written on the Answer Sheet provided.

e Youcan apply to take the IELTS examination at any IELTS Administration Centre. For further details
of your nearest centre, consult the IDP British Council UCLES IELTS Handbook or refer to the
official IELTS website on the Internet: http.//www.ielts.org/centres.cfm

o Atcertain IELTS Administration Centres it is possible to choose between a computerised version of
the Listening, Reading and Writing Sub-tests (CBIELTS) and the usual paper-based version.

e You cannot pass or fail the [ELTS examination. The university or college that you wish to enter will
inform you of the overall IELTS Band Score they require for enrolment in the particular course you
wish to study. Note that you may also need to achieve a minimum score in a particular Sub-test (often
the Writing Sub-test).

* You will be given a mark between 0 and 9 for each of the 4 Sub-tests (there are no half marks in the
Writing and Speaking Sub-tests). Your Overall Band Score is an average of the 4 Sub-
test Band Scores, with fractional scores rounding up or down to the nearest x.0 or x.5 score (with x.
25 and x.75 rounding up.)

Therefore, if you score 6.5 inthe Listening Sub-test
5  inthe Reading Sub-test
7  inthe Writing Sub-test

and 6  inthe Speaking Sub-test

Your total score is 24.5

By averaging the scores (dividing the total score 24.5 by 4) in the example above, you would
achieve an Overall Band Score of 6.0 (which is 6.125 rounded down).

e You will usually receive your results within two weeks of the date of your test.

 If you want to take the examination again, you must wait a minimum of three months, yet there is no
limit to the number of times you can sit for the IELTS examination.

b
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THE LISTENING SUB-TEST

* The Listening Sub-test takes 30 minutes: approximately 20 minutes to listen
to the tape and answer the questions, and 10 minutes to transfer your answers
to an Answer Sheet provided with the test booklet.

* The test consists of 4 sections, and you will hear the tape only once. There are 40 questions in total.
* The listening passages become more difficult as you progress through the test.

» Section | is based on social or life situations: for example, travel arrangements, visiting a new city, or
making arrangements to go out. This is usually a conversation between at least two speakers.

* Section 2 is also based on social or life situations: for example, a news broadcast, or a description of
college facilities. This is usually a passage with only one person speaking.

* Section 3 is usually based on education and training situations: forexample, a group of students planning
a project, or a tutor and a student discussing career options. This is often a conversation with up to
four speakers.

* Section 4 is also based on education and training: for example, a lecture or a talk of general academic
interest.

» Spelling is not important in the Listening Sub-test, except that you must spell words correctly when
they are spelt out for you on the tape.

* Your answers need to be legible, that is, they must be able to be read. This applies to all the types of
answers you give: letters, numbers and phrases.

* You write your answers on the question paper as you do the Listening Sub-test, and when it is
completed, you have 10 minutes to transfer them carefully onto the Answer Sheet. Make sure that
each answer is transferred accurately and is legible. :

THE READING SUB-TEST

* The Reading Sub-test takes 60 minutes and is in 3 sections. There are 3 passages with a combined
length of 1500-2500 words and a total of 40 questions.

* The reading passages become more difficult as you progress through the test.

» The passages are taken from journals, magazines, books and newspapers. All the topics are of general
interest and are not specialised texts.

» The reading passages may contain diagrams, charts or graphs, and at least one passage will include
an argument. If a reading passage contains technical or specialised words, a glossary is usually
provided.

* The questions may come before or after the reading passages in the examination booklet, and
instructions and examples are given at the beginning of a new group of questions.

* You must write your answers during the Reading Sub-test on the Answer Sheet provided.
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THE WRITING SUB-TEST S
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* The Writing Sub-test takes 60 minutes. T e
mplesiom o 4 cobion plact i Cossia ot b o
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* There are two writing tasks. Tt o
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* The first task will take approximately 20 minutes, and you are required to T e

write a minimum of 150 words. The second task will take approximately 40 Sy

ke b ol o s el oo, § = ot i

minutes with a minimum of 250 words. T

* For Task 1 you describe information that is presented to you in a graph, table, chart, diagram, or short
piece of text. The description is usually given in the form of a report. You might have to compare
sets of data, or use a set of data to support a given statement. Alternatively, you might be required
to describe the stages of a process, describe an object, or explain how something works, or how it is
used.

* ForTask 2 you are asked to write a formal essay or a report in which you might have to offer a solution
to a particular problem, present and justify an opinion, compare information given in the question task,
or evaluate and challenge a given argument.

* Inboth tasks you must write in the formal academic style appropriate to the question task. You will
also be marked on your ability to organise your writing, and on your choice of content within your
answers.

* The question tasks do not require you to have any specialised knowledge of a particular subject.

THE SPEAKING SUB-TEST

* The Speaking Sub-test takes between 11 and 14 minutes.

* The Sub-test consists of an interview with a trained examiner, and is recorded on a tape recorder.
However, this recording is made to assess the examiner and not the candidate.

* There are 3 parts to the Speaking Sub-test.

* Partl: youanswer questions about your home life or family life, work or study, your interests
and other familar topics of a general nature to reveal your background. (4-5 minutes)

* Part2: youare given exactly 1 minute to prepare yourself to talk about a particular topic. The
instructions to guide your talk are written on a card given to you by the examiner. Your
talk should last for 1-2 minutes. The examiner will ask one or two questions at the end.
(3-4 minutes - including preparation time of 1 minute)

* Part3: youhave adiscussion with the examiner based on themes connected to the topic given
in Part 2. This part of the test requires discussion of more abstract ideas. (4-5 minutes)

The interview is then closed and the Speaking Sub-test is completed.

* Most of the questions asked in the Sub-test are scripted; they come from a bank of questions
prepared by the test authorities. These questions are being continually added to and updated.

* The Speaking Sub-test Band Score is calculated from a comprehensive checklist of speaking skills in
4 distinct areas of ability:

(See Speaking Hint 85 on page 74 for an explanation of these skills.)
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Ten Myths™ about the IELTS Test

* Commonly held beliefs which are untrue!

1. The IELTS test is more difficult
than other English tests.

. I can choose which module of
the IELTS test | wish to take.

3. The IELTS tests are dlfferent
in various parts of the world.

4. | can get a better score at
some IELTS testing centres
than at others.

. |l can only take the IELTS test
a total of 3 times.

. | can successfully study for
the test by myself.

' 7. To get a good result in the
| IELTS test I should do as many
| practice tests as possible.

|

|

Well no. The IELTS test is not necessarily any more |

' difficult than other tests, but not all tests assess the same

I the training course you are considering will be tough too.
—

!
\

t
I

skills. The IELTS test will certainly challenge you because

Not quite. If you wanttodo a degree course, you MUST
take the Academic Module. The General Training Module is
for diploma level courses and immigration purposes. Butitis
true that the IELTS test module you take is determined by the
choices you make about your future.

l
\
|
\

No. There are many versions of the test, and at any given |
examination there may be a different version being given ata |
centre. However, IELTS is a standardised, global test. \

Absolutely not. IELTS officials use many means to ensure
standardisation of Band Scores throughout the world. Of
course, it could be true that taking IELTS in an English-
speaking country is beneficial, but only because you are
being exposed to Engllsh every day ;

Not true. You can take the IELTS test as many times as |
you wish, but you must wait three months before you take the |
test again. This is the minimum time considered necessary
to improve upon your Overall Band Score.

We do not think so. The authors realise that every student |
has his or her own particular study method, but to prepare |
effectively for the IELTS test you should get professional |
advice from a tutor, either in a class or privately. You should
also realise that General English Course practice is useful in |
addition to a specialised IELTS Course. !

Really? Achieving a satisfactory Overall Band Score is the
result of a number of strategies, not of just taking practice |
tests. And, definitely, if you do a practice test, you must work |
out why you made each and every mistake; otherwise you are |
missing out on valuable ‘learning’ time. \

TB The Listening Test is the most
| difficult of the IELTS Sub-
| tests.

| 9. If | don’t think my score is
| accurate, there is nothing |
| can do about it.
|
|

FO If  get a good score, | can use
| it as proof of my ability at any
| time in the future.

|
|

Many students believe that one particular Sub-test is more
difficult than all the others. Of course, all they are really
saying is that they need extra practice in that skill area.
Sorry, it is a myth. !

If you have received a Band Score that is clearly an error, |
you have the right to have your test papers and speaking
assessment re-evaluated. But remember that this process
costs extra, and the second set of Band Scores is official,
even if one or more of these scores is lower than before.

Not at any time in the future, no. There is a time limit on |
the usefulness of the Test Report Form which you receive after
having taken the IELTS test. This period is about two years,
provided you can prove that you have maintained your English.
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Ten Truths about the IELTS Test

Facts you should know about the test, but probably do not!

) other English test in the world.

2. The IELTS test is extremely

‘[ accurate.

| 3. If l wish, | can choose to take
| a computerised version of the
\ IELTS test.

4. | can write on all the Question
Papers.

5. Unlike some English language

tests, the IELTS test is made
1 up of a number of different
| question types.

6. The IELTS Listening Test is
| designed to increase in
| difficulty as it continues, and
‘ each section is heard once

only.

. 7. There are two writing tasks,

\ and | must complete both to

- score well in the Writing Sub-
test.

! IELTS Speaking Test are
| determined in advance by the
test authorities.

\ are made available soon after
| the test is taken.

- 10. Even if | get a satisfactory |

Overall Band Score, | may not
be accepted into the course |
1 wish to take.

8. The questions asked in the |

| Itstrue! The IELTS test s the only English test of its kind
' thatis not held on a set number of days of the year determined
‘in advance. Instead, an IELTS test can be held whenever
there is a demand for it at any particular IELTS centre.

| Each new version of the IELTS test is put through an
| exhaustive and carefully analysed trialling process. In fact,
 youmay be asked to help with the trial of a new test 30 minutes
| before your actual test begins.

| At the time of publication, a computerised version of the

IELTS test is being trialled. It is expected that the Listening,
Reading, and, if desired, the Writing Sub-tests will be available
lin computerised format at certain IELTS centres in the near
| future.
| Yes, you can. However, you cannot take the Question
| Papers from the Testing Room, and the examiners will only
| look at your Answer Sheet.

Yes, the question types are varied, and this means you
'should have adequate practice in all the types of question
before you take the test. We also recommend advance
planning, with two attempts at the actual test if possible - the
first time as a ‘trial’, and the second time for ‘real’.

| Itis true that both the Listening and Reading Sub-tests
' become more difficult as they progress, and, yes, the Listening
| Testtape is heard only once. The testis given in stages, and
'you have time to read the next set of questions before you the
tape continues. One minute is given at the end of a section
to recall what you have heard.

| Yes, you must complete both writing tasks to get a good
‘writing Band Score. Since running out of time is usually a
| problem for candidates, it is vital that, when practising, you
|gradually decrease the extra amount of time you allow
| yourself to finish, until eventually you can complete both
| tasks in the given time of one hour.

The majority of questions you will be asked come from a
| large bank of questions prepared beforehand by the IELTS
test authorities. This standardisation of spoken questions
means all candidates receive a fair speaking assessment.

' True. Unlike some other tests, the official results are
lissued to all candidates two weeks from the test date.

| Unfortunately, the results cannot be made available sooner.
L

The IELTS test results can be used for a number of
| purposes, but the examination itself does not determine your
| successful acceptance into a particular course. Your intended
course may require a minimum Band Score in a particular
' Sub-test in addition to a satisfactory Overall Band Score.
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Using the Hints

101 HELPFUL HINTS
USING THE HINTS

There are two ways to use the hints in this book:

1. Read the hints before you attempt the Practice Tests, preferably in the order they
are written, to prepare yourself for the various types of questions you might be
asked.

or 2.  Referto each hint as you check through the Practice Tests after you have taken
the tests under examination conditions.

The Practice Tests are written with a key G== atthe top of the outside margin of most
pages which tells you that the numbers in the margin below that key and next to a question
refer to the 101 Helpful Hints. Multiple hints separated by a dot indicate each hint is relevant.

A hyphen between two hints indicates that all the hints between those two hint numbers are
relevant to a question:

i.e. 8 indicates areference to Hint 8: “READ THE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY".
1.e. 22-46 indicates both Hints 22 and 46 are relevant.
i.e. 11-1s indicates all the hints from 11 to 15 are relevant.

Note that questions with a hint number in bold italics next to them in the hlargin have a hint
specifically linked to that question:

i.e. 20 indicates a specific reference is made for the question in Hint 20.

Hint numbers shown in normal print indicate that the advice given is generally applicable to
the question.

References to the “Quick Punctuation Guide” (Writing Hint 59), and to the “10 Point Gramimar
Checklist” (Writing Hint 65), are given with a superscripted number to the right of the hint
number. The superscripted number refers to one of the numbered points made in that section

of the hint:

i.e. 59 refers to (Writing) Hint 59, point number 6.

At the end of each set of questions in the Practice Listening and Reading Tests, a check guide
is given, referencing certain hints that assist with checking your work:

P

i.e.  Check: ... indicates that Hints 11 to 15 contain advice about checking that
11-15 section of the test.

Similarly, an overall check guide is given at the end of each Sub-test:

1.€. Overall Check: ... indicates these hints assist with checking the entire Sub-test.

Blanks: 11
Grammar 12

& 65
One Answer: 13
Spelling: 14
Legibility: 15
Punctuation: 59

There are four icons used throughout the Hints Section and in the Practice Tests themselves:
The icons are used to indicate sections of practice for the ] Listening, Ej] Reading,
@24 Writing,and (& Speaking Sub-tests.
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101 Helpful Hints for IELTS

IELTS TEST - BASIC HINTS
BEFORE THE TEST

AW CHOOSEAREALISTICAND ACHIEVABLE GOAL C—==

To obtain a satisfactory IELTS Band Score, it is necessary to be realistic. If the goal is to reach a certain
level of English proficiency, success can only be achieved with much practice. It is important to know
what an IELTS score in any of the Sub-tests means before you set yourself a goal. An outline of the
Overall Band Scale levels is given below:

9 ExpertUser - Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and
fluent with complete understanding.
8 VeryGood User - Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional

unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may
occur in unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well.

7 GoodUser - Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies,
inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally handles
complex language well and understands detailed reasoning.

6 Competent User - Has generally effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies,
inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly complex
language, particularly in familiar situations.

5 Modest User - Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in most
situations, though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle
basic communication in own field.

4 Limited User - Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent problems in
understanding and expression. Is not able to use complex language.

3 Extremely Limited User - Conveys and understands only general meaning in very familiar situations.
Frequent breakdowns in communication occur.

2 Intermittent User - No real communication is possible except for the most basic information

using isolated words or short formulae in familiar situations and to meet
immediate needs. Has great difficulty understanding spoken and written English.

1 Non User -Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few
isolated words.

0 DidNot Attempt The Test - No assessable information provided

It takes three months of regular intensive practice to improve by one overall Band

AE¥ FOLLOW A REGULARSTUDY PLAN G==

Set aside the maximum number of hours you can spare each day to practise English for all four Sub-tests.
Do not concentrate only on your weakest areas. Be regular in your practice, and give yourself a rest
between tasks. Take at least one day out of your week to rest and forget the test completely. The secret
of success is to work towards your goal slowly, steadily and regularly.

Take every opportunity to listen to English whenever and wherever you can. Watch TV programmes
and films, listen to radio programmes and English language tapes - even songs in English on tape. Have
as many conversations with native English speakers as you can, and practise in English as often as possible
with your non-native English-speaking friends.

Try to read texts in English at least once every day. You should always be in the process of reading a
book in English - a page or two each night before bedtime is an excellent plan. Read newspapers,
magazines, and novels written for your English level (available from good language bookshops).
Academic Module candidates should obtain academic articles, if possible. Always carry English texts
with you, so you can read when you have spare time that would otherwise be wasted.

Do not worry about understanding every word. Read some articles in detail and some for speed.
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IELTS Test - Basic Hints

A INCREASE YOUR PERSONAL SPEED G==

In the IELTS test, time is your enemy. Candidates who have taken the test and did not perform as well
as they had hoped often complain that they were unable to give all the answers in the Listening Test
because the tape was too fast, and that they ran out of time in the Reading Test.

To begin with, do not worry if you do not finish the tests. Remember, the test is designed to measure
candidates over a range of scores from 0 to 9 (0 indicates the test was not attempted). Candidates whose
English is near perfect can expect to score 9, but even native English-speaking people would be unlikely
to complete every Listening Test answer perfectly or finish the Reading Test a long time before the
examination ends. Remember, the test is meant to be challenging.

The IELTS test measures many aspects of your English ability including the speed at which you listen,
read, write, speak, and think in English. Your personal speed is not something which changes a great deal
from day to day, but does change considerably over a longer period of time, as a direct result of practice
in working with the English language.

Your personal speed and ability in the 5 areas previously mentioned is pretty well fixed at any given time.
The official IELTS Band Scores you receive are extremely accurate, since each test is trialled extensively
to achieve standardised results for candidates at all English levels. Nonetheless, there are certainly many
things you can do, before and on the day of the test, to help maximise the use of your time and give yourself
the best chance of success.

Consider the following situation: although a racing car cannot go faster than its maximum speed, the race
can still be won, and its maximum speed maintained for longer, if an expert driver is at the wheel. An
expert racing car driver will:

(before the race) ... spend a great deal of time practising at the wheel before race day
e .. visit the track so that he or she knows where to go and what to expect

... get enough sleep before the day of the big race

... eat a good breakfast on race dav morning;

(during the race) ... check his or her watch constantly to monitor the car’s progress
... keep moving along the track and not get stuck on a bad corner
... breathe long and deeply to relax and keep the oxygen going to the brain
... drink water (but not too much!) when the car is at the pit-stop.

The Listening, Reading, and Writing Tests are given in that order, and are usually held on a single morning.
The combined length of those three tests is 2 hours and 30 minutes. (The Speaking Test is conducted
at an appointed time in the afternoon.) Only one short break is given between the Reading and Writing
Tests, so you need to be at your best for a long period of time, which is why you must sleep and eat well
before the test. The hints and guidelines in this book should help you achieve your “maximum speed”.
The more effort you put in, the faster your personal speed will be on the day. (See also IELTS Test -
Basic Hints 1 and 2.)

AW INCREASE YOURSENTENCE READING SPEED G==

The faster and more accurately you read, the more questions you will be able to answer. In all the tests,
the instructions, the example, and the questions themselves need to be read quickly, and must be well
understood in order for you to have more time to find the answers. It pays to increase your overall reading
speed. (See also Reading Hint 41.)

To increase your reading speed, you must learn to read in groups of words that form logical units of
thought within sentences. Look at the following sentence:

Britain has been a popular choice for thousands of international students over many years.
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