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Preface

The tidal waves of urbanization are engulfing every comer of
the world with the force of thunderbolt. They have greatly changed
the landscape of the earth and influenced the life of people pre-
foundly. Urbanization represents the future of the human being.
The 21st century will be the century of modern urban society.

Cityness, or towniness, urbanizing are different translations of
the English word “Urbanization”. With regard to the implication of
urbanization, different branch of learning understands it differently
from respective angle. Demography considers that urbanization is
the process for rural population transformed into urban population.
Geography holds that urbanization is the course for rural areas
changed into urban areas. From the viewpoint of sociology urban-
ization is the progress for the rural life style converted into the urban
life style. Economics believes that urbanization is the course for ru-
ral natural economy turned into large-scale urban socialized produc-
tion. In fact the phenomenon of urbanization reflects in every field
of social production and life. Urbanization is the inevitable out-
come of economic and social development, its essential driving
force is the transformation of the mode of production. Urbanization
is not only the progressive reflection of material civilization but also
the progressive symbol of spiritual civilization.

Since the industrial revolution the urbanization abroad has been
developing rapidly and vigorously. The proportion of the urban
population among the whole population on the earth is only 3% in
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1800, increased 13.6% in 1900. In recent years it is approaching
50% . Based on an estimate of some experts concerned the propor-
tion of the world urban population will exceed 60% in 2025.

Since the reform and open to the outside world, China’s econ-
omy has been increasing rapidly and the proportion of nonagricultur-
al economy has been raised continually, which have formed a
strong pulling force for the urban development. The further devel-
opment of the rural market economy has produced a lot of rural sur-
plus labour force, they have become a great driving force for accel-
eration of urbanization. Due to this great force the urbanization of
our country has entered an active developing stage. The level of ur-
banization went up from 17.9% in 1978 to 30% in 1997. The tem-
po of urbanization speeds up with the continual development of the
country’s economy. It is estimated that up to 2010 the level of ur-
banization of China will reach 45% . When the time comes, there
will be 630 million people living in cities and towns.

For a long time the course of the urbanization of Yunnan Prov-
ince has not been progressing smoothly. At present the level of ur-
banization of our province has not come up to 20%, it can not
compare with that of other foreign countries, it is tangibly lower
than the country’s average level, being the second one from the
bottom among the provinces and autonomous regions of the coun-
try. Urbanization is obviously lagging behind industrialization, the
level of urbanization is behind that of economic development,
which has been a big obstacle to restrict the rationalization of the in-
dustrial structure and the sustained, swift and health development of
economy. To quicken the course of urbanization is not only the ob-

jective requirement of inherent laws of economic development, but
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also the key to solve various contradictions and problems during the
social development stage.

In order to promote the development of urbanization of our
province, Yunnan Provincial People’s Governmert issued the task
(Study on Yunnan Urbanization) for Economy and Technology Re-
search Center of Yunnan Provincial People’s Government ( ETRC)
to study.

Professor Wen Bao Chen is in charge of the study. Associate
Professor Wei Ru Chang, the former director of ETRC of Kunming
Municipal People’s Government; Associate Professor Nie Yan Fei,
the vice-director of Regional Economy Research Dept. of ETRC,
Associate Professor Kong Cang, vice-director of Science, Technol-
ogy & Education Research Dept of ETRC, Associate Professor Shi
Tian Ming, vice-director of Science, Technology & Education Dept
of ETRC, Associate Professor Shen Yun Peng, director of Liaision
Dept. of ETRC, Mr. Yang Shu Bin, vice-director of Boundary
Settlement Office of Yunnan Province; Mr. Li Tian Fu, associate
designer-in-chief of Institute of Urban & Rural Planning; Mr. Dong
Yun Qi, director of ETRC of Qu Jing Municipal People’s Govern-
ment and some experts concerned were invited to join in the study.
After two years’ hard work we have completed a comprechensive
survey report, a consultant study report and a report for special top-
ic, which consist of more than one hundred thousand words.
These reports have made comments on the situation of urbanization
at home and abroad in an all-round way, analysed the current state
of the urbanization development of our province in depth, pointed
out the major existing problems, proposed the conceptions, poli-
cies and suggestions to take paths of urbanization with Yunnan fea-
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tures based on reality. The research result was passed by provincial-
level expert assesment and evaluation in May 1998, and reported
officially to Yunnan Provincial People’s Government as a consultant
research result of ETRC for provincial-level leaders’ reference.

After some contents of the research result appeared in Yunnan
Daily, the public payed close attention to the result. The News In-
formation Center of the People’s Daily has collected the information
into a book, which was named (Hot Topic Review of Leaders Who
Span Two Centuries). In order to make full use of the research re-
sult, on the basis of the reports, we have collected the survey ma-
terials from some typical cities and towns, the developing state of
the newly-established cities, and some important information about
urbanization to compile a book for publication. | wish more and
more people will understand, be interested in and study the prob-
lem of urbanization, so that the course of urbanization can be
pushed forward. This book can serve the leaders and professional
staff who are engaged in the study of economic and social develop-
ment, especially city planning, construction and management as a
reference book with certain theoretical and practical characteristics.

In the process of compiling this book, besides the writers of re-
ports and thesis who put in a lot of hard work, we have received
great help and assistance from parties concemned, especially certain
valuable information provided by some cities and towns, Mr. Liu
Dalin helped us translate the Preface and Contents of this book into
English. Here, | would like to acknowledge my special indebted-
ness to them in the name of the chief editor.

Because the problem of urbanization involves many aspects

such as economy, society, politics, culture and environment etc.
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the course of urbanization is very complicated, this book only dis-
ousses some hot, difficult and important points. Owing to the lim-
ited time, this book cannot in the nature of things be free from er-
rors and imperfections, so suggestions and criticisms from our read-

ers are highly appreciated.

Wen BaoChen
June 1999
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