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prescriptive and descriptive

Prescriptive and descriptive represent two different types of linguistic study. If a
linguistic study aims to describe and analyze the language people actually use, it is said
to be descriptive; if the linguistic study aims to lay down rules for “correct and stand-
ard” behaviour in using language, it is said to be prescriptive.
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synchronic and diachronic

The description of a language at some point of time in history is a synchronic study;
the description of a language as it changes through time is a diachronic study.
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. langue and parole

Langue refers to the abstract linguistic system shared by all the members of a speech
community, and parole refers to the realization of langue in actual use. Langue is the
set of conventions and rules which language users all have to abide by, and parole is the
concrete use of the conventions and the application of the rules.
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. competence and performance

Chomsky defines competence as the ideal user’s knowledge of the rules of his lan-
guage, and performance the actual realization of this knowledge in linguistic communi-
cation.
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