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The Cardinal Virtue of Prose
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Prose of its very nature “is longer than verse, and the virtues®

E'(Dnature6 n. ,&}i &)ﬁ
(@ virtue®: n. %48, 4 pecuhar to it manifest® themselves gradually. /f the cardinal®

@ manifest®: v, F B
gf@caminalﬂ; adj. 1;—9@,2 virtue of poetry is love the cardinal virtue ofprove is

S )
justice; and, whereas love makes you act and speak




on the spur® of the moment, justice needs inquiry®,

‘@spul“:n *'J

patience, and a control even of the noblest passions®.!"

By justice here I do not mean justice only to particular

people or ideas, but a habit of justice in all the processes of

thought, a style tranquillized® and a form moulded® by
that habit. The master of prose” is not cold, but he will not
let any word or i mage inflame® him with a heat irrelevant®
to his purpose. Unhasting®, unresting, he pursues® it, subduing®
all the riches of his mind to it, rejecting® all beauties that

are not germane” to it; making his own beauty out of the

very accomplishment® of it, out of the whole work and its ‘

proportions®, so that you must read to the end before you

know that it is beautiful. But he has his reward®, for he is

trusted and convinces, as those who are at the mercy of their own

eloquence®

being hardly noticed. In the best prose’!, whether narrative®

or argument?, we are so led on as we read, that we do not stop to

applaud® the writer, nor do we stop to question him.
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do not; and he gives a pleasure all the greater for
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©® inquiry®: n. 97, AE

@ passion®: n. #H, Htk

tranquillize®: v. 4 F#,
1% &

®© mould®: v %4

@ inflame®: v #X3E, 3

@ irrelevant®: adj. < 48-F
#, RynAe

©@ unhasting®: o, WEF
ECR]

@ pursue®: v. EAF, B K

(@ subdue®: v 1% BB, 4EAR

® reject’: v. £, £

@ germane®: adj. A %1
X F8, Bty B
L]

@ accomplishment®: n. %
R, R

@ proportion®: n. Y&,
5

@ reward®: n. 382, RE

@ eloquence®: n. A5, o
*+, 5%

@D narrative®: n. 42i& ,
ik

@ argument’: n. i, Wit

@ applaud®: v. "B%, ¥
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Studies serve for delight, for ornament®, and for ability. @ ornament’: n. % 4 4,
e o P o T
Their chief use for delight is in privateness and retiring; for @ i . BhiE, Ji
ornament, is in discourse®; and for ability, is in the judgment % __ ¥, #ik '




WO,

¢

N\
;?;

R HIEERITL

; P 32 2
@ disposition®: n. % HE,
i

@ execute®: v. ¥
&, F#k,n(FRL)
A

(® particular®: adj. 3 £

#,n mtk, mA

(® marshal®; v. &HE, 3k
FHF, n. LW, &
BB R

@ sloth®: n. Wi, Wi

affectation®: n. # 44k
#, #th

© crafty®: adj. %14,
Bk

@ contemn®: v. 1§45, ¥

@ contradict’: v K,
Fik

@ confute®: v. B8], KFF
® diligence®: n %7, ¥hé
@ deputy®: n. REA

® extracts: v I, nffiFk

and disposition® of business.""" For expert man can execute®,
and perhaps judge of particulars®, one by one; but the general
counsels, and the plots and marshalling® of affairs come best
from those that are learned.

To spend too much time in studies is sloth"; to use them
too much for ornament is affectation®; to make judgement
wholly by their rules is the humour'” of a scholar. They perfect
nature and are perfected by experience: for natural abilities
are like natural plants, that need pruning by study; and studies
themselves do give forth directions too much at large, except
they be bounded in by experience.

Crafty” men contemn® studies, simple men admire
them, and wise men use them, for they teach not their own
use; but that is a wisdom without them and above them, won
by observation. Read not to contradict” and confute®; nor to
believe and take for granted; nor to find talk and discourse; but
to weigh and consider.

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and
some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some books are to
be read only in parts; others to be read, but not curiously; and
some few to be read wholly, and with diligence © and attention.
Some books also may be read by deputy® and extracts® made
of them by others; but that would be only in the less important
arguments, and the meaner sort of books; else distilled books
are, like common distilled waters, flashy things.

Reading maketh”' a full man; conference a ready man; and

writing an exact man. And therefore, if a man write little, he

6
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