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As non-native English speakers, we learn English

basically through reading. The comprehensive ability

we gain through reading will be extended to our

listening, speaking and writing, etc.




Practice Makes Perfect

In order to learn a foreign language well, it is necessary to
overcome the fear of making mistakes. If the primary goal of language
use is communication, mistakes are secondary considerations that
may be dealt with gradually as awareness of those mistakes increases.

On the other hand, students should not ignore their mistakes.
Language learners may observe how native speakers express themselves,
and how native expréssions differ from the way the learner might say
them. For example, a Spanish speaker who has been saying “l do it” to
express intention of doing something in the immediate future could, by
interacting with native speakers of English, observe that native speakers
actually say “I'll do it". The resulting difference can serve as a basis for
the student to modify his way of using the present tense in English. But
a student who is unwilling to interact in the first place would lose this
opportunity to learn by trial and error.

Learning to read well is like learning to improve in a sport. There
are so many things to think of all at the same time. The inexperienced
tennis player, for example, must remember to bend his knees. He
must think of keeping his eye on the ball. He must remember to hold
his wrist straight and follow through on his swing.

The inexperienced reader also has to remember many things at
once. He must try to read in phrases, not word by word. He must
analyze new words, look for the main idea, note important details.
And at the same time he must read faster and faster. Both the
beginning reader and the tennis player feel frustrated, but practice
pays off for the higher and sharper skills. Reading well will become as
natural as hitting a ball well.

Target Reading Time 3

Your Reading Time



‘Comprehension

Exercises

Multiple Choice _
Complete the following sentences, or answer the following questions, by choosing
the best alternative (A,B,C,D) under each. Think carefully and, if necessary, refer back

to the text before you make your choice.

1. According to the author,
A. making mistakes is a necessary process in learning a foreign language
B. mistakes are the first consideration that students should always bear in mind
C. students should learn to avoid making mistakes in learning a foreign language
D. students should never make any mistakes
2. The purpose of language use is to
A. exchange ideas with other people
B. learn more about what is necessary
C. acquire information needed
D. understand people speaking another language

3. Students learning a foreign language can learn from

A. native speakers

B. books alone

C. studying the present tense in English
D. playinga sport

4. The reason that the author cites an example of playing sports in this passage is to

A. encourage students to play sports as it is important for them

B. show the similarity between the learning of a foreign language and the
improvement of playing sports

C. explain why it is necessary to play sports

D. teach the readers some basic knowledge of playing sports



5.

A good way to improve your reading ability is to
A. practice

B. think a lot of things at the same time

C. bend your knees

D. hita ball well

X True or False

1.(
2.(
3.(
4.

5.(

6. (

Read each of the following statements carefully and say whether it is true or false,
according to the passage you have read. Write in the brackets “T” if the sentence is
true and “F” if it is false.

Making mistakes is a necessary part of learning a foreign language.

Spanish people speak very good English.

)
)
) There are some similarities between learning English and playing tennis.
)  Learning to play sports is helpful in learning English.

)

Students who do not fear making mistakes in learning and practicing English

both in and out class will have more chances of learning the language well.

) A good way to improve one’s English reading ability is to practice.



Words and Their Power

How men first learned to invent words is unknown. In other
words, the origin of language is a mystery. All we really know is
that men, unlike animals, somehow invented certain sounds to
express thoughts and feelings, actions and things, so that they could
communicate with each other. Later they agreed upon certain signs,
called letters, which could be combined to represent those sounds
and which could be written down. Those sounds, whether spoken, or
written in letters, we call words.

The power of words, then, lies in their associations — the things
they bring up in our minds. Words become filled with meaning for us
by experience; and the longer we live, the more certain words recall
to us the glad and sad events of our past; and the more we read and
learn, the more the number of words that mean something to us
increases.

Great writers are those who not only have great thoughts but also
express these thoughts in words which appeal ( 2% ) powerfully
to our minds and emotions. This charming and telling use of words
is what we call literary style. Above all, the real poet is a master of
words. He can convey his meaning in words which sing like music,
and which by their position and association can move men to tears.
We should, therefore, learn to choose our words carefully and use
them accurately, or they will make our speech silly and vulgar.

The best way to improve your vocabulary is through reading.
The successful person reads a lot. We learn nearly all of our active
vocabulary through context, and usually through context in reading;
we learn what a new word means from the words and sentences
around it. Only once in a while do we give up and look up the word
in a dictionary. This is not laziness; it’s a good way to learn. Words

that we learn through their use in context are much more likely to
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