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Abstract: This is an interview with Professor Yang Jincai of Nanjing
University. As a distinguished scholar in foreign literary studies, Professor
Yang talks about the present situation and problems in foreign literary studies,
and makes an analysis of the reasons. In this interview, he also elaborates on
the hot issues in foreign literary studies, holding that these new turns present
literature with a new look, pour new vitality into literature and arouse a
thinking about subjectivity of literary studies. Chinese scholars, he argues,
should keep close actively to these new turns or theories, learning from others’
strong points. Meanwhile, he advises that we should adopt an “outward” angle
in the course of study and advocates equal conversation and communication
between discourse systems. Besides, Professor Yang anticipates an optimistic -
prospect of the future literature studies. Finally, he stresses that every scholar
working on literary study must lay a good foundation, be equipped with
enough cultivation of literary works and theories, along with academic
aspiration and international vision.

Key words: foreign literary studies; study turn; cultural study; literary theo-
ries
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