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Foreword to The W. H. Donald Files: The Adventures of an Australian in Modern China

I am very pleased to introduce Professor Zhang Wei's new book. 7he W. H. Donald Files: The
Adventures of an Australian in Modern China.

This book tells the story of an important, and indeed intriguing, figure in the history of modern
Australia-China relations. It gives a detailed account of William Henry Donald’s life, from his
childhood in Lithgow. New South Wales, at the end of the 19" century. to his death in Shanghai in
1946.

The historical record shows that there were two Australian journalists significantly involved with
Chinese politics during the first half of the 20™ century. The first was George Ernest Morrison (1862-
1920). who was The Times correspondent in Beijing, and then became a political adviser to Yuan
Shikai (1859-1916), President of the Republic of China from 1912-1916.

The second of these Australian journalists was W. H. Donald, who was the Editor of the China Mail
in Hong Kong in 1903 and then, in the 1930s and early 1940s, became a political adviser to the
“Young Marshal™ Zhang Xueliang (1901-2001). and then to Chiang Kai-shek (1887-1975) and
Madam Chiang (1897-2003).

These Australians both experienced, and could even be seen as playing pivotal roles, in some of the
more dramatic events in modern Chinese history. However, while “Morrison of Peking™ has become
something of a regular focus of Australia-China studies, W. H. Donald has received little attention.
partly owing to a lack of readily available information.

To fill this information gap, the author. Professor Zhang. undertook a ten-year long, worldwide search
to track down records pertaining to Donald’s life and times. Through his research, Professor Zhang
has compiled a comprehensive biographic study of W. H. Donald. thereby making an important
contribution to Australian studies in China, and strengthening our understanding of this significant
figure.

Professor Zhang's project, The W. H. Donald Files, has been supported by both the Australian
National University and Australia-China Council. Professor Zhang is the author and translator of
many books on Australia-China relations, and has won Australia-China Council’s Book Prize on two
occasions (2004 and 2010). Through his sustained commitment to research and academic inquiry, he
has contributed greatly to broadening and deepening knowledge in this area.

I'am delighted to introduce this groundbreaking and unusual book to readers. At a time when we have
only recently celebrated 40 years since the establishment of diplomatic relations between Australia
and the People’s Republic of China, I hope that this book will bring a greater understanding of the
long, complex and fascinating history of Australians in China, reminding us of a shared history
stretching back more than a century into the past. and giving us confidence in the potential for our
cooperation well in the future.
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