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S Text A Why Is College Important?

Text B How Is College Different from High School?

| f you are reading this, you have obviously

successfully completed high school and
are now in college. There is no doubt that a
university education will afford you a more
rewarding career with more benefits and less
stress. While studying in a university you will
meet new friends and increase your networking
skills; most importantly, you will become more
confident in yourself and grow into a more
independent individual. Congratulations on your
wise decision!
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After finishing this unit, you should be able to:
_» analyze the structure at sentence and text levels

» understand the meanings of the suffixes — -ion, -ition, and -ation

> apply the reading skill — guessing word meanings through context clues — to reading tasks
» deal with fragments and correct them in writing tasks

> talk about college life

Pre-class Activities

Search the Internet for the top five universities in the world, and describe one of them to your
classmates. If you were given the chance to study in one of the five universities, which one

would you choose? Why?




Teaching Ohjectives

In this unit, the teacher should help the students to:

« analyze the structure at sentence and text levels

» understand the meanings of the suffixes — -ion, -ition, and -ation

« apply the reading skill — guessing word meanings through context clues — to reading tasks
« deal with fragments and correct them in writing tasks

« talk about college life

Time Allocation

Total Time: 180 minutes

| \\
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/

P B! Why Is College Important?

Vi

Higher Education in the United States

Higher education in the United States refers to a variety of institutions of higher education in the
United States. Strong research and funding have helped make American colleges and universities among
the world’s most prestigious, which is particularly attractive to international students, professors and
researchers in the pursuit of academic excellence.

The system of higher education in the United States has three principle functions: teaching, researching

and public service.

Cultural Notes

Stereotype

A belief or idea of what a particular type of person or thing is like. The term is more broadly used to
refer to negative or positive judgments made about individuals based on any observable or believed group
membership.

Stereotype is a natural process. It is a form of generalization about some group of people. When people
stereotyping others, they take a category of people and make assertions about the characteristics of all
people who belong to that category. Nationality is one of the mostly used categories of stereotypes.

Background Information D

Text Structure ENTED

1. Outline
Part I (Paras. 1 — 2): College education is important.
Para. 1: The purpose of college education is to live a better life.
Para. 2: College education is like an investment.

T1
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" Unit1 College Life

Part Il (Paras. 3 — 8): What are the benefits of college education?

Para. 3: College education is beneficial in several aspects.

Para. 4: Better jobs.

Para. 5: Greater experiences.

Para. 6: Liberalization.

Para. 7: Friends.

Para. 8: Confidence and growth.

Part III (Para. 9): College degree means more opportunities.

2. Detailed Analysis of the Structure

Part I is the first two paragraphs. It talks about the purpose of college education (to live a better life)
and the characteristic of college education (like an investment).

Part II consists of six paragraphs from Para. 3 to Para. 8. This is the body of the essay. College education
is beneficial in several aspects. Each of the paragraphs in this part focuses on one benefit. The benefits are
the following: better jobs, greater experiences, liberation of the mind, large social network and confidence
and growth.

Part III is the last paragraph. It restates the main idea of this essay.

Script:

A local community college professor decided to fight back. “The price of books for our students is just
getting higher and higher and, combined with the rising cost of tuition, it’s killing these kids,” said Peter
Jason, Ph.D. “Remember, students are one of the poorest groups of people in America. Almost half of them
have at least one part-time job. In fact, one of my students has three jobs. She is a part-time sales clerk at a
clothing store three days a week, then works three evenings a week as a pizza cook, and on weekends she
does manicures at a beauty salon. And she still manages to have a high GPA and go to school full-time.”

Textbook prices are traditionally high. Adding to that problem, many college instructors change
textbooks year after year; they either upgrade to a new edition or switch to an entirely different textbook.
This further hurts students because if an instructor no longer uses a particular textbook, that book has no
resale value.

Dr Jason decided to make life a little easier and a lot cheaper for his students by writing his own book
on public speaking. “Many books have an increased price because of bells and whistles: CD-ROMs, lots of
color photographs, and lots of graphics. I talked to my students, and many of them, like me, prefer to keep
things simple. So, during a sabbatical a few years ago, I wrote my own textbook. I made sure that it wasn’t
long-winded. I called it Successful Public Speaking: How To Be Brief, Concise, and to the Point.

“Compared to most other public speaking primers, mine is half the number of pages, and one-third
the price. That is, $30 instead of $90. Plus, it is published in a three-ring binder format. So, when I wrote
a second edition last year, students only had to buy the 35 new pages and delete 35 of the original pages.
For only $7.00, they had upgraded to the new edition. I've had great feedback from my students about this
loose-leaf concept. Maybe the word will get out, and more writers and publishers will try it.”
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The following words and phrases may be new to you: ’

beauty salon £ % % GPA BF}Rgrds-F ¥4 &
bells and whistles 4 #9.5.4 ; graphic B &
T.oh 64 A instructor ( X% ) #)F
binder F R & long-winded TKAERH, Fkeh
combine with 44 manicure 153 3§ ¥
community college #t X % % primer A EAR, NITA
concise 8 & &9 sabbatical 2MKAAR, AR
entirely T4 # switchto # %, 4%

format & X; &t upgrade 4
1. Listen to the audio clip and answer the questions.
(1) What was Professor Jason most concerned about?
Price of the college textbooks.

(2) How did Professor Jason solve the problem?
By writing his own textbook.

(3) How was Professor Jason’s book different from other textbooks?

It was cheaper and in a three-ring binder format.

2. Discuss the following questions in pairs.
(1) What does college education mean to you? Why do you want to go to college?

(2) What are your expectations of your college life? What do you want to achieve in college?
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Why Is College Important?

This article will tell you why college is important. The sooner you realize the
importance of college education, the better it is for you, as it opens up a vast array of

benefits and options for you.

Many parents and high school students often ask the questions: Why is college important?
What can be gained from it? After all, college education is not something that comes cheap
and it does take a few years before an individual can start earning his or her own income. But
when thinking about a future career, education becomes important. A college degree opens up
many new doors of employment in the future, even though it takes a bit longer to get there. The

purpose of college education, is therefore, to live a better life.

’Education is, after all, an investment, and the time invested in it will eventually translate
into greater returns in the long run. It is said that a person with a college degree has the ability

to earn more than twice what a person with a high school diploma will earn in their lifetime.

"Let’s look at a few reasons why obtaining a college degree is vitally important and 70

beneficial. All these reasons have different attractions for different individuals, but no matter
who you are and where you come from, obtaining a college degree is something you should be

sincerely aiming for.

Better Jobs

This is the first answer to the question Why is college important? 5Employment
opportunities are far better for someone with a college degree, as employers are assured that
this person has working knowledge of their business and can cope with a competitive work
environment as well. The skills possessed by the individual will also be higher than someone

who does not have a college education.

Greater Experiences
The act of attending college teaches individuals how to better manage their lives. ‘Most
college students are juggling their college life between studying for their exams and earning

money through small jobs to support their college tuition. In addition to this, they are enjoying



