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Abstract

The global energy landscape is always in constant adjustment and change in
recent years. Unrest in Middle East and North Africa has become the new epicenter
of the global economy. It not only simply sparked abnormal fluctuations in
international energy, finance and commodity markets, but also added new
uncertainties to the steady recovery of world economy in “ post-crisis era”
Meanwhile, the United States may turn from an energy-importing country to an

“

energy exporter since the “shale gas revolution” broke out. Shale gas with the
advantages of being clean and inexpensive, is highly expected to take over the
“token” which was once held in the hands of coal and oil, and became the most
important foundation of energy. Certainly the United States would make most of this
new energy revolution to locate itself a more important position in the world energy
map, and even to be a “New Middle East” . Its right to speak to the global energy
landscape and economic trends will be further enhanced.

In 2011, China has become the largest energy consumer and the second-largest
oil consumer in the world. Energy demand in China continually increased as evidence
that the degree of external dependence has been deepened. Chinese energy enterprises
gradually increased the pace of going internationally with growing influence on world
energy markets. Therefore, China must take effective measures to deal with the new
changes in the pattern of world energy to enhance the right to speak as well in the
energy sector and to ensure national energy security, economic and social stability and
development.

This book is the first Blue Book with the theme of world energy development,
written by experts from all relevant institutes at Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
National Development and Reform Commission, Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology, Petroleum University of China and other units. The book

entirely has more than 30 million words. And in addition to the general report, the
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Abstract

regions review focused on the analysis and elaboration of major regional or national
energy development and their strategies; in markets review, concentrations have been
made on supply and demand, trade and investment, and merger situations of main
types energy in the world; section of hot topics offers studies and discussions on shale

gas development status and current problems in the world.
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