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Swiftly, swiftly flew the ship,
Yet she sailed softly too:
Sweetly, sweetly blew the breeze—
On me alone it blew.
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The fair breeze blew, the white foam flew,
The furrow followed free;
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To the Autumnal Moon

Mild Splendour of the various-vested Night!
Mother of wildly-working visions! hail!

| watch thy gliding, while with watery light
Thy weak eye glimmers through a fleecy veil;

And when thou lovest thy pale orb to shroud
Behind the gather’d blackness lost on high;

And when thou dartest from the wind-rent cloud
Thy placid lightning o'er the awaken’d sky.

Ah such is Hope! as changeful and as fair!
Now dimly peering on the wistful sight;

Now hid behind the dragon-wing'd Despair:
But soon emerging in her radiant might

She o'er the sorrow-clouded breast of Care

Sails, like a meteor kindling in its flight.
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The Gentle Look

Thou gentle Look, that didst my soul beguile,
Why hast thou left me? Still in some fond dream
Revisit my sad heart, auspicious Smile!
As falls on closing flowers the lunar beam:
What time, in sickly mood, at parting day
| lay me down and think of happier years;
Of joys, that glimmer’d in Hope's twilight ray,
Then left me darkling in a vale of tears.
O pleasant days of Hope—for ever gone!
Could | recall you!—But that thought is vain.
Availeth not Persuasion’s sweetest tone
To lure the fleet-wing'd Travellers back again:
Yet fair, though faint, their images shall gleam

Like the bright Rainbow on a willowy stream.
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