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GENERAL PREFACE

Wang Chen
Minister of the State Council Information Office of the People’s Republic of China

Dc\'ulupmrnl is an eternal theme of human society. Al the peoples

‘s 1o

of the world have struggled to find their own distinctive way
explore a development road suited to their national conditions. Along this
road of development, they have accumulated valuable experience. The road
a country takes towards development decides the future direction of that
country’s social and economic development. The series of books published
under the common title Scientific Development in China show that China
has, under the guidance of the Concept of Scientific Outlook, made great

s the economy,

achievements over the past decade since 2002 in such fields
justice, education, environmental protection, transportation, housing.

cthni¢ policies, and poverty reduction. China has succeeded in enhancing

its national strength and improving the quality of life for its people. Full of
revealing facts and data, the series of books show how China has adhered
to the Concept of Scientific Outlook in national cconomic and social
development, an outlook which best suits the realities of China. The Concept
of S

will lead

cientific Outlook keeps up with the prevailing trends of the times, and it

ina towards a great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.
China's scientific development takes economic construction as the

main focus of its work and it lays great emphasis on the need for coordinated

development. According to the principle of scientific development,
upholding development is the top priority, and efforts must be made to
continuously emancipate and develop the productive forces of the nation, so

rowing

as to promote sound and rapid economic development and meet the g

antime, efforts

needs of the people and economic development. In the m
must be made to focus on the work of coordinated development in five fields

such as urban and rural development, regional development, economic and
.

; harmonious development between Man and Nature,

social dev

and domestic development and the program of reform and opening up to
the outside world. While pressing ahead with cconomic development, efforts
will be made to take into account all aspects of development requirements,
50 as o bring into full play various socio-cconomic sectors to bring about all-
round social and cconomic development.

China takes scientific development as the means of transforming the
development mode and stresses the need for sustainable development. Now,
China is making efforts to optimize its economic structure, improve its

overall quality and efficiency, and to accelerate the construction of a resource-

saving, environmentally friendly society, so as to enhance the sustainability of

social and economic dev
Chin

starting point. It emphasizes the strength and role of the people, and works

lopment.

entific development takes the interests of the people as its

towards allowing the people to share common benefits. By fully mobilizing
the enthusiasm, initiative and creativity of the broad masses of the people,

efforts are made to mobilize and organize hundreds of millions of people

to devote themselves to the practice of scientific development, so that the

fruits of development could be shared by the broad masses of the people.

In the meantime, efforts are made to improve the people’s ideological and

moral qualities and scientific and cultural qualities, continuously improve the

quality of life and health of the people, and work to ensure all of the Chinese
peaple enjoy all aspects of economic, political, cultural, and social rights and

interests

he development road that China is following will be enormously
beneficial to the Chinese people. What is more, it will make a significant

contribution to human development and progress!
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FOREWORD

It is the unswerving goal and lofty mission of the Communist Party of China to eliminate poverty, achieve common
prosperity, and realize the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. Since the founding of the People’s Republic of
China in 1949, the three generations of CPC leadership with Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping and Jiang Zemin as the core
respectively as well as the current CPC Central Committee with President Hu Jintao as General Secretary have led the
Chinese people of all nationalities to go through difficulties and setbacks and finally blaze a trail of national development
with Chinese characteristics.

The Chinese government always regards poverty alleviation as a key objective and mission of national development, and,
by putting people first, spares no effort to achieve wide socioeconomic progress that benefits its entire people. Since the
mid-1980s, the government has embarked on large-scale rural poverty reduction and development in an organized and
planned manner. It formulated a range of poverty reduction plans, including the Seven-year Priority Poverty Alleviation
Program (1994-2000), The Outline for Development-oriented Poverty Reduction for China’s Rural Areas (2001-2010), The Outline
for Development-oriented Poverty Reduction for China's Rural Areas (2011-2020), etc. Development-oriented poverty reduction
has not only promoted social harmony, stability, equality and justice, but also advanced the development and progress of
China'’s human rights cause.

Poverty reduction is a common undertaking of the human society, and China’s poverty reduction and development
cause is an integral part of the global poverty reduction undertaking. China has achieved in advance the target of
halving the poverty-stricken population set out in the U.N. Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), thus making a
significant contribution to the world poverty reduction cause.
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POVERTY REDUCTION: THE MONUMENTAL MISSION
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LAk, P E R R IR AR, BRI M AR KA, TEBA TR AR ABRKRER, mRE RN,
BAART —(RBFERATHNE, MHBHITSF R ORLRRAARAERE, HAEE BABRERREAHR
tsEdy, SRR 54 S RE RS, KRR S ARG P RS ER R LES . R TEA D KRR,
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HANTLE R R AR E | A EASTIL B LA GRS EEGHRBE, KR FRFLRAT ERRIK,
G E RS U I & REAL, BRAE, AARELET TRAEN, ALRERFLMERT EXFTHK

Since entering the new century, China has been constantly innovating its poverty reduction theories, systems and policies, improving the national
poverty reduction strategy and policy system, and increasing its poverty reduction efforts. By all these means, China has successfully blazed a
trail of poverty reduction and development with its own characteristics — with economic development as the driving force, with building the self-
development capacity of the targeted groups of poverty reduction as the fundamental approach, with the combination of government leadership,
social assistance and farmers’ self-motivation, with the joint support of inclusive policies and preferential policies, and with the connection between
development-oriented poverty reduction and social security. The rural poverty-stricken population has been significantly reduced; the poverty-stricken
areas have witnessed broad economic development, with their production and living conditions being substantially improved; the social undertaking
has been continuously progressing; and the deterioration of our eco-environment has been preliminarily curbed. In every way, China’s development-
oriented poverty reduction cause has entered a new phase which focuses on the reinforcement of poverty reduction results, acceleration of casting
off poverty and achieving prosperity, improvement of eco-environment and development capacity, and reduction of the development gap. The
tremendous accomplishments achieved in poverty reduction have played an important role in promoting China’s economic development, political
stability, national unity, border peace and social harmony, and also made a great contribution to the global poverty reduction.
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REMARKABLE POVERTY REDUCTION ACHIEVEMENTS
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In the first decade of the new century, the rural poverty-stricken population in China has seen a significant decrease, with the income level being

steadily rising, the infrastructure notably improved and the social undertaking constantly progressing. The subsistence allowance system has been
fully established to basically solve the subsistence problem of rural residents.



