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PREFACE

China is a nation with glorious culture and various resources. Mr.
Feng Xuemin, an emigrated Chinese photographer, walked across this
vast land while sensing and recording the cultural elements with his
unique view and pure heart. He converted his travelling experience
into fantastic pictures and exhibited them before overseas readers
and viewers. We are truly moved by his faithfulness, enthusiasm and
persistence.

Photography is an art of beauty. A photographer is the discoverer
and preacher of such art. Undoubtedly, Mr. Feng is a genius in the
field of photography. For more than a decade, he travelled both home
and abroad, collecting the aesthetic views of different cultures. This
album has gained an unusual view because he turned his focus onto
his motherland. He has already published several photo albums
successively, such as "The Homeland of Wine: Shaoxing", "The
Homeland of Ginseng: Changbai Mountains", "The Homeland of
Porcelain: Jingdezhen", "The Homeland of Puer Tea: Yunnan ", and
"The Homeland of Rape Flower: Guizhou". These albums not only
described the typical Chinese sceneries, they also presented the beauty
of his home, his nation and his country.

On the arrival of the new year, | browsed Mr. Feng’s fresh works,

"Home of Panda: Sichuan" with a feeling of surprise and passion.’

Mr. Feng focused his lens on southwest province of Sichuan, the land
embracing wonderful sceneries and abundant resources, which has
drawn global attention since the devastating catastrophe. On May 12,
2008, an unprecedented earthquake measuring 8 on the Richter scale

hit Sichuan violently, and shocked both the world and Mr. Feng’s soul.

Mr. Feng rushed to Sichuan for several times in a short period and
worked out the album with his true feelings and outstanding talents.
Different from other photographs of that time, his album concentrated
on the exclaiming beauty instead of the debris left by the earthquake.
It presented to us the immortal beauty of the human mind through
showing the beauty of living creatures, mountains and rivers, and local
people. Clearly, it is a declaration of passion and love on Sichuan after
the earthquake.

Beauty is an art style full of meanings. I have no difficulty in
understanding Mr. Feng’s profound meaning of naming this album as
"Home of Pandas". For thousands of years, as the last habitat of giant
pandas, the land of Sichuan cared for these lovely creatures. The local
residents are coexisting with the animals, and forming a harmonious
scene of ecology. Mr. Feng is informing the world that there is a
paradise in China, and it is the everlasting Shangrila. It is the home of
pandas. "The Land of Abundance" is still energetic, no matter before
or after the earthquake. The people have a strong will that can never
be defeated.

Panda is the symbol of friendship, peace and love, while Mr.
Feng Xuemin is the preacher of the grand beauty of China. He crossed
the broad land with his love and pride for home. He respects his craft

and treasured it. Here I pay my respect to him from the heart.

Tie Ning
Chairman of Chinese Writers’ Association

Feb. 14, 2009
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Author’s Note

Entering Sichuan and presenting Sichuan. As an adventurer who is
constantly abroad, it has always been my dream to present to the world
through my photography the profound culture and the colorful humanism of
Western China. This album will be the fourth in my series of Western Chinese
Culture. I have planned for such an album for a long time and due to the
Wenchuan Earthquake on May 12, 2008, I chose to carry it out in advance. To
me, it became a mission and a commitment that I must fulfill.

Sichuan holds a great significance in the Chinese humanist history.
It has been a resort favored by nature with its beautiful sceneries, gifted
intellectuals, rich resources, and friendly people. Since its first connection
with the inner land of China about 2,000 years ago, Sichuan has been
endowed with favorable climates and abundant harvests.

The steep mountains gave the local people strength and bold and
unconstraint character, while the favorable climate made the local people
soft and gentle with great kindness. The profound civilization gave wisdom,
humor and optimism to the local people. Sichuan is both civilized and
emotional. These two elements are interdependent, affecting every aspect of
natives, both physically and mentally, and creating the unique characters of
Sichuan people. In addition, the feature of multiethnic population added more
highlights and dynamics to the local culture. All these give Sichuan a kind of
magic, which arouse familiarity and fondness among all visitors. Like other
travelers, | fell in love with this majestic land.

When I heard the news of the destructive earthquake, I felt greatly
shocked and sorrowed. | was eager to know the aftermath—is Sichuan still
attractive? In July, October and December of 2008, | rushed for Sichuan,
travelled around and covered a route of more than 6,000 kilometers, focusing
on the life there as well as people’s energy and strength.

However, the trip was also a challenge to me. As one saying goes,
Sichuan is the paradise for photographers, but hell for painters. Truly, Sichuan
owns both magnificent landscapes and profound humanism, so it is difficult to
capture both of them in such a booklet. Thus, I turned my lens to the objects
that will reflect local features and evoke wonderful emotions. They are the
Jiuzhaigou Fairyland, Teahouse in small town, Tibetan village in Danba, Old

City Songzhou, Holy Mountain in Daocheng, Bamboo Forest in southern

Sichuan, and the most beloved treasure of China, Giant Pandas.

I included Pandas into my lens because of their beloved and cute
appearance. | included Sanxingdui Relics into my lens because I was moved
by its mystery and miracle. I included Old Teahouse into my lens because
I truly enjoy the sense of leisure life of the local people generated from the
teahouses. I included into my lens the minor nationalities because 1 was
so deeply attracted by the harmonic and prosperous society featuring the
coexistence of different cultures and nationalities. I set my lens to Daocheng
Shangrila because I envy so much its exceeding human thoughts. All of
the above formed a vivid Sichuan in my eyes and thoughts. I am eager to
recommend it to the world. I am eager to inform all the good-hearted people
that Sichuan is still beautiful!

Sichuan is a concentrated history of Chinese nature, society and culture.
I enjoyed Sichuan due to its profundity and diversity, its inclusiveness and
harmony, and what’s more, the picturesque sense and incomparable humanity.
I wish I could extend my sense with Sichuan, comprehending and sensing it
continuously.

Sichuan is an encyclopedia and a great artwork. Everyone will have
his or her own judgment and reflection because of different views. I want to
display my feeling and share my enjoyment with our readers this magic land.
I hope I can find sympathy from the readers of this album.

Finally, I would like to extend my most sincere gratitude to Mr. Jin
Binghua, who is the member of the Standing Committee of NPC, Vice-
Chairman of the Education, Science, Culture and Public Health Committee
of NPC, for his tremendous help and support. I would like to express
my most sincere thanks to Ms. Tie Ning, Chairman of Chinese Writers’
Association, who writes the preface to this album. I would also like to thank
my friends from Sichuan, Zhou Mengqi, Wang Jianjun, Chi Ajuan, Yu Ning,
Yang Wanchun, Wang Junfei, Tian Xi, Xu Hong and many others, Nikon
Corporation, Japan for the warm, generous, and helpful assistance given to

me during my production and publishing.

Feng Xue Min
Feb.5th ,2009, Spring, Tokyo
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