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PREFACE

Every nationality sparkles like a star in the firmament. Now we have
about 3000 stars distributed across the world in more than 200 countries,
most of which are multinational. So is China, which consists of a number
of nationalities. For centuries, all the nationalities have lived together,
worked together and fought together, making China a prosperous unified
multinational country.

Of all the 56 nationalities in China, 55 are minorities whose popula-
tion has been increasing since the founding of The People’s Republic of
China. According to the first census in 1953, the minority population was
about 35. 32 million, accounting for 6. 1 percent of China’s total popula-
tion. By 2010, the number had almost tripled. According to the sixth
census, the population of the minorities amounted to 114 million, making
up 8.5 percent of the 1. 34 billion people in China. The population size of
minority groups varies a lot. Some of them have a large population, for
example, the Zhuang Nationality has a population of 16. 93 million; the
Hui has 10. 59 million people and the Manchu consists of 10. 39 million
people. Some of the minorities are quite small, such as the Hezhe, the
Tatar and the Drung nationalities, which have populations of 5354, 3556
and 6930, respectively. China’s nationalities live together over vast areas

with some living in individual, concentrated communities in small areas.



Some minorities’concentrated communities are scattered among the Hans,
and some Han people also live in the minority communities. Some minori-
ties may have one or more concentrated communities, while their people
spread all over the country. Most minorities'concentrated communities
have their people sparsely distributed in large areas with abundant re-
sources. The grassland, forest, water and natural gas reserves in areas
inhabited by minority people account for about half of China's total. Fur-
ther, 19 000 kilometers of the nation’s 22 000-kilometer land boundary
are in minorities'communities. In addition, 85 percent of the country’s
state-level natural reserves are in the minority areas, making the people im-
portant guardians of China’s ecology. Each of the nationalities’origin is unique,
and their development of economy, society and culture is full of variety.

Only by learning every aspect of the minorities’lifestyle can we have
a comprehensive understanding of the Chinese nation. Under this notion,
we write this series of books on the Population of China’s Minorities to
provide a detailed picture of our Chinese nation, with the glorious past
and prosperous present of the country’s minorities.

It is through trials and tribulations that we write this spectacular se-
ries of books. Most of the authors, who have profound knowledge of the
minorities and wrote the books with their strong emotions, are members
of minority groups. With the great support of the National Publication
Foundation, the National Population and Family Planning Commission
and China Population Publishing House, the authors completed the books
after years of unremitting endeavor.

On the publication of this series of books, we are looking forward to
seeing these books contribute to the unity of the Chinese nation and help

our country flourish in the future.

Zhenwu Zhai
Beijing
May 2012
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