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Confucius and Confucianism

YVREFRAFENSK, RENABLTFLIFRXT, BNBE

BHIRVERNRANER, I, RNBEEFFUEHA,
BNEZIBFEHBBAIXUNEN, NMILFARRNBREBILBIE
EH-—PEOHR, FAERLERBSHAER. ANAERDES, I
£, RLRMNAOZH—EHNRNRROILFURRREE,

U AFEAREW)

Confucius, literally “Master Kong” (traditionally 28 September
551 BC-479 BC) , was a Chinese thinker and social philosopher of the
Spring and Autumn Period.

The philosophy of Confucius emphasized personal and
governmental morality, correctness of social relationships, justice and
sincerity. These values gained prominence in China over other doctrines,
such as Legalism or Taoism during the Han Dynasty (206 BC-AD 220).
Confucius’ thoughté have been developed into a system of philosophy
known as Confucianism.

Because no texts survive that are demonstrably authored by Confucius,
and the ideas most closely associated with him were elaborated in
writings that accumulated over the period between his death and the
foundation of the first Chinese empire in 221 BC, many scholars are
very cautious about attributing specific assertions to Confucius himself.

His teachings may be found in the Analects of Confucius, a collection of
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aphorisms, which was compiled many years after his death. For nearly
2,000 years he was thought to be the editor or author of all the Five
Classics, such as the Classic of Rites (editor), the Spring and Autumn
Annals (author).

Confucius’ principles had a basis in common Chinese tradition
and belief. He championed strong familial loyalty, ancestor worship,
respect of elders by their children (and, according to later interpreters,
of husbands by their wives), and the family as a basis for an ideal
government. He expressed the well-known principle, “Do not do to
others what you do not want done to yourself”, one of the earlier

versions of the Golden Rule.

Cl mxeammssz)

(1) The Four Books 11 |3

The Four Books is an abbreviation for “the Books of the Four

Philosophers” because The Analects of Confucius, The Mencius, The
Doctrine of the Golden Mean and The Great Learning are respectively
attributed to four great Confucian philosophers, namely Confucius,
Mencius, Zisi (the grandson of Confucius), Tsang Shan (a disciple of
Confucius). In the Ming and Qing Dynasties the Four Books were made
the core of the official curriculum for the civil service examinations,

which endowed them with the superior status in China.

The Great Learning P

The Doctrine of the Golden Mean 2/

The Analects of Confucius 122471 ; f
| |

The Mencius &F

(2) The Five Classics 1%

The Five Classics is a corpus of five ancient Chinese books used
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by Confucianism as the basis of studies. The Five Classics refer to The
Book of Songs, The Classic of History, The Classic of Rites, The Book of
Changes, and The Spring and Autumn Annals, all of which are said to be

compiled or revised by Confucius.

. ﬂ.“--.w e e e e e e e R e R P et e e B e 7
)

Ls

The Book of Songs e N

i

% The Classic of History ]

| The Classic of Rites #ie

1 The Book of Changes B5 q

The Spring and Autumn Annals ki

LFRBHRFERMAIEA, WIEFAXAREE, FROFEERE
( Confucian ) 5FLF ( Confucius ) [FlHH—U&, JLFunH—H5L,

BIEH “BRAXR, MEMBR” Lk, B¥r—E8ImREGEN
FETESE AL, LIEENER IR IR, BHAERTEES. &
—MHEA, MEREBREZHEAREN. MILFHaE, NEKE
K#&ER ., B HHAMH 52 FEHEANEFK, B2 REfl iR
M, PHETHMNEE, BhEXA “EN WhEEEER
Bk .

-
2 Key words & Sentences

X i ) £ 08

+ Confucius said that harmony was important.
CFLFEK “FIART
+ Many basis values of the Chinese are well explained in the Analects
of Confucius.
FEATFZEANMERSEL TN (BIB) PEEIRFNER,
4 Confucius was not only a great educator but also a well-known
thinker.

LFANEFANBER, hEZFZHNBEX.
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As Confucius said, “People who do not think far enough ahead
inevitably have worries near at hand. ”
LERFHEL: “ALzE, 2HEER. 7
» All his students he taught patiently and systematically according to
their individual innate abilities. In the book Confucius’ Precepts to his
Family, there is the story of how he once tried to make his student Zilu
see the importance of learning.
LFETEMER, BREEBFNHRFTE, (FLFFRIE) L, 2
HEMBRFEFRINRFEIEEZMNHRE,
Confucius advocated the importance to love other people.
LFRNBHIABFHFHER A
Confucius (Kong Zi) is one of China’s greatest thinkers and
educationists.
LFRFERFANBER. BERZ—
» Confucius is respected by most Chinese as the greatest teacher of all time.
LFRAFFZZPEAGHAETRURREROZ R,
+ According to Confucius, benevolence means courtesy, loyalty and
unselfishness.
REFLFRUE, CHRBMIEINR. BIMURLH.
The teachings of Confucius tell us to be humble.
LFHSBNERE
¢ The greatest disciple of Confucius, Meng Kb (370 BC-290 BC),
better known by his Latinized name, Mencius, expounded Confucianism
about 200 years after the death of Confucius.
LFRFERANERERRIV(ATHA370-ATTHIHY2904F), fis
MR TEE—&HTFTERBRTH., A FIL/FE200FEEE FA

BT REAE X
¢ After Confucius’ death in 479 BC, his students collected his sayings

in the Lun Yu ( The Analects).
ATRATORLTFIRIG, HETFHMLOSLBER (IF)
—B,
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% After the death of Confucius in 479 BC, his fame spread.
FLFREFATHIATIE, AEMHMNERZHNT .

* Qufu County is Confucius’ home town where the old man ran a
school for many years and trained a good number of capable disciples, a
fact that is quite well known.

MEERIRFANY, ZAREXENIZOENER, B
HTHFEEFTHRFEE, XHERRHEBM.

In Chinese, the three are collectively called San Kong wherein san
means three and Kong is the surname of Confucius in Chinese.

ERXE, AMHEX=A (FLE. FLAF. 7LAK) A “=7”" ,
‘=" HBRBR=, LT 2ILFas.

¢ It was important for a man to study, taught Confucius, not merely to
gain knowledge but rather to improve his character.

LFERSHR, FIN—PARERTHEEN, FEEBRE
iR, MAXERSBECHMIT.

Innately conservative, Confucius was fascinated by the last of these
disciplines.

BATEMRT, LTRSS L7 .

» Confucius said: “Isn’t it a pleasure to study and practice what you
have learned? ”

FE. “S$MWEEZ, FFEE? 7

» Confucius said: “Reviewing what you have learned and learning
aﬁew, you are fit to be a teacher.”

FH: “BEmAF, TUABR, "

Confucius was a great thinker of the past.

LFR—AFRAIEE,

In Confucius’ opinion, teaching could be done either by advice or
by example. In particular, a king must set a good example to his people.

AFAN, BETUSHERNSR, BTRIESENTEY
ERMRE,
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Now, more and more Chinese and foreigners start studying
Confucian culture.

W&, EREZHPEAMIIMEAFHRFIMRIAL,

The thoughts of using rites and music to educate people received
plenty of explanation among works of later Confucian scholars.

ARBUBERERFHBRAEPR/E T RIHRA,

Mencius was the most famous scholar of the Confucian School after Confucius.

HFRBEHRRILFZRREZERVNR/RESE.

The most obvious feature of the Confucian culture structurally is
ethic centrality.

BERXMUEEM EBRRANBFREREFLEN,

Ancient people—oriented doctrines are often associated with the

Confucian School.

—REFTREEAEIX, AMIEFEFSEESHKREREXK,

o , .
3 Let's Talk!

Fomily: How about traditional Chinese culture?

L. PEERNXUEAR?

Mike: The 5000-year-long civilization is the source of pride of
every Chinese.

E5. PEAMBETEHCRADTE.

Emily: I know Confucius and Dr. Sun Yatsen are the representatives.

LA BAMELFHAPLUNER,

Mike: Yes, we can see the traditional Chinese culture presents
many precious ideas and qualities.

5. 2/, BNBEIPEECENXLERHFZERADEN
aa o

Emily: They lay stress on the importance of kindness and the idea

that the world is for all.
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T RECEMXTAANEAL,

Milke: These thoughts have survived many vicissitudes.

. XEBEHZER

IEmily: I’ve been told Confucius was a great philosopher in ancient
China!

L BRI FRFPEHARFBANEER.

Mike: Thought of Confucius in Chinese history of great significance,

has already affected more than two thousand years in China, Confucius’s
position in history is also very high.

IFHBRREFEFELRFERRN, EAX¥WTHERTS
F, LFERL LB BRE,

omily: I heard that Confucius was 196.8 cm tall.

ok WrRFLF B’ 196.8cm,

Milke: It is rare for such a height in ancient times.

LK. AERHEHE?

Mike: There was a history record in Confucius of Sima Qian.

=5 SIGEM (ILFiHER) BEHICH,

ILmily: May be the measuring tools at that time were different.
LKW TRERNVETRASSRNARE,

Mike: In any case, Confucius was a typical strong man of Shangdong.
i BREEH, LFEERMABENULERRN.

Emily: Maybe.
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the Imperial Palace

LA BRTFARGS L, BRERR. Y. AERNEE, TS50
e ERBRANE, ERAFEA. BRENAREHNERNA
Bo REPEERTELE—HR, RERBRELRE, Hi—F,

The Imperial Palace, popularly known as the Forbidden City, which
has witnessed twenty-four emperors of the Ming and Qing Dynasties
ruling China for some 500 years—from1420 to 1911, is the most
splendid architectural complex in the world, also the brightest pearl in
the human history.

Ancient Chinese people fully displayed their wisdom in building
the Forbidden City. The Forbidden City is surrounded by 10-metre
high walls and a 52-metre wide moat. Measuring 961 meters from
north to south and 753 meters from east to west, it covers an area of
720,000 square meters. Each of the four sides is pierced by a gate, the
Meridian Gate (Wu men) on the south and the Gate of Spiritual Valor
(Shenwu men) on the north side, being used as the entrance and exit
by tourists today. Once inside, visitors will see a succession of halls
and palaces spreading out on either side of an invisible central axis. It
is a magnificent sight, the buildings with glowing yellow roofs against

vermilion walls, not to mention their painted ridges and carved beams,
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