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Abstract

The subject of this doctoral dissertation is to re-comprehend
Feuerbach’s philosophy and to show how Feuerbach and Marx
overthrow the traditional metaphysics. The author tries to show that
Feuerbach’s feeling is not only the category of epistemology, but
that of ontology. But in old philosophy, those thinkers consider the
feeling as the sensation in epistemology. So the feeling is based on
the separation of the human and the nature. The human that
Feuerbach has talked about is also the category of ontology. So he
turns the contradiction of subject and object in ancient German
philosophy into that of man’s essence and existence. According to
Feuerbach’s view, the feeling and the humanism should be united.
This is anthropology, his new philosophy, in transcending the
traditional metaphysics of asking “what is the human.” Although
Feuerbach wants to unite the feeling and the humanism, he can’t
finish it finally. Although he begins to overthrow the traditional
metaphysics, he can’t do it completely. Marx surpasses Feuerbach
here. But we may recognize the modernity of Feuerbach’s
philosophy. His philosophy is a link from traditional philosophy to
modern one. The whole dissertation constitutes of five parts.

In part one, the author discusses two principles of Feuerbach’s
overthrowing the traditional metaphysics: the feeling and the
humanism. Before Feuerbach, people take the feeling as the
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sensation and think the feeling is perceptual experience. This is the
feeling of epistemology and its character is based on the separation of
the subject and the object. The feeling is the bridge of them or the
obstruction of them. In analyzing and criticizing the limitation of
epistemology, Feuerbach regards the feeling as the union of the
human and the nature, and the feeling is united with his humanism.
Before Feuerbach, the thinkers regard the human as the substance,
such as material substance or immaterial one. So they think of the
freedom of human as that of non-human, for example, taking the
human as machine to lose freedom of human, or taking the human
as God to exaggerate the freedom of human. The German idealism
from Kant to Hegel is to study the freedom of human. Humanism is
the potential principle of the German idealism. Feuerbach’s
humanism is to return freedom of God to that of human oneself. So
his humanism is the development of the German idealism. “Human
is the supreme nature of human being” is his famous judgement.

In part two, the author tries to show Feuerbach’s rejection of
rational metaphysics based on the feeling. It is well-known that
Hegel continues Descartes’s idea “I think, I am” to finish the
modern philosophy. Feuerbach’s critique to Hegel is not only to
criticize the philosophy of “I think”,but to turn the absolute reason
down to the feeling. The feeling is not only action of reason, but
also that of emotion and will. The feeling necessarily constitutes of
the object of feeling. Without the object, the reason, emotion and
will are not actual. So the object is the meaning of reason, emotion
and will. Feuerbach’s feeling is the feeling of human and reflects the
essence of human being. The difference between look of animal and
that of human is that animal can only see some other things, but
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human can see the look itself. Feuerbach’s feeling is identical with
his humanism. So the feeling can ensure the existence of the subject
and the object ontologically. The characteristic of the traditional
metaphysics is “I think”, which expresses in substantialism and
essentialism based on separation of existence and essence of human
being. Feuerbach’s feeling is against the idea of division of material
and spirit. His feeling is to “return to the thing-itself”,i. e. the
union of the material action and the spiritual one.

In part three, the author tries to show Feuerbach’s
overthrowing the theological metaphysics according to his
anthropology. According to Feuerbach’s view, religion is the self-
alienation of human consciousness. The translation into ordinary
terms of reflective abstractions of theology is the negation of
theology; and the reinstatement of its original religious content in
the new self-conscious form of man’s knowledge of his own nature,
as his own nature. Feuerbach thinks that the religious is the thesis
and the theological is antithesis, and the synthesis is his
conclusion —— namely that theology is anthropology. In religious
and theological stages, the human essence is different from human
being, but in the anthropological stage, the human essence is united
with the human being by the religion of love. The religion of love is
religion without God. Feuerbach is against theology, but not against
religion, and thinks the religion is the need of human. The love is
dialogue of “I and Thou”. Feuerbach rejects Hegel’s dialectics of
monologue and develops Hegel’s consciousness itself to the dialectics
of dialogue of “I and Thou”. The human and the nature are united
by the dialogue. The real dialogue shall be in love. The love is the
dialogue of man and nature. For Hegel, the reason and the faith
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may be integrated and his rational philosophy gives demonstration
for the Christian religion. According to Hegel, the rational
metaphysics and the theological metaphysics would be the same.
Feuerbach’s humanism overthrows the traditional theological
metaphysics. Firstly, Feuerbach turns “what is the human” into
“Human is the nature of human.” Secondly, Feuerbach thinks
science of nature and science of human would be united to the
science of humanism. Thirdly, Feuerbach thinks the philosophy
itself would be criticized and dispelled. Certainly the criticized and
dispelled philosophy is that philosophy of “I think”. Feuerbach tries
to take the place of the philosophy by his love of peoples.

In part four, the author discusses the foundation and the
confusion of Feuerbach’s humanism of feeling. According to
Feuerbach, the feeling equals to the humanism, because the feeling
of ontology is identical with the human being of ontology. So his
feeling belongs to human being of ontology. So his feeling belongs to
humanism, and his humanism belongs to feeling. Feeling is
therefore with respect to an object taken as a Thou, that is, as a
person. Feeling is love, is the dialogue of “I and Thou”. So the
humanism of feeling is the conclusion of his overthrowing the
traditional metaphysics. But Feuerbach’s feeling and human is not
really feeling and human being because he talks about them from
philosopher’s viewpoint. So Feuerbach has many problems that can’t
be solved in his humanism of feeling. There are mainly three
problems. One is whether the nature and the human are united
really. Sometimes, Feuerbach thinks that the nature and the human
must be united in feeling, but some other time, his philosophy bases
himself upon either nature or human being. The second is unity of
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essence and existence of human being. On the one hand, Feuerbach
thinks the essence is existence and existence is essence, so the
essence equals to the existence completely; on the other hand,
Feuerbach tries to separate the essence and existence and let the
existence equal to the essence gradually. The third problem is
intersubjectivity.  Feuerbach has solved the problem of
intersubjectivity by continuing Hegel’s consciousness of oneself, i.e.
the dialectics of “I and Thou”, but he can’t understand the society
and regards society as love of man and woman. So he can’t solve the
problem of intersubjectivity. Why can’t Feuerbach solve the three
problems? In Feuerbach’s view, the feeling and humanism are
limited to philosopher’s conception. So Feuerbach can’t come out
from this illusion and is far away from actual society.

In part five, the authors exposes Marx’s transcending of
Feuerbach, holding that it is only Marx who completes the
overthrowing of the traditional . metaphysics. Marx’s critique of
Feuerbach is not, therefore, that Feuerbach’s intentions are wrong,
or that the dialectics is wrongly grounded. Rather, it is the
sensibility, which Feuerbach takes as the domain of the dialectics,
remains an abstract sensibility. it remains, for all Feuerbach’s
protestations, a reflected-upon praxis, or a praxis within reflection,
a praxis of belief and of thought. It remains philosophy. It needs to
become, says Marx, a social and political praxis and preeminently a
historical one. In so far as it does, the dialectics is embodied not in
consciousness as such, nor in sensibility as such, but in
revolutionary praxis, in would-change praxis. So Marx has
developed Feuerbach’s humanism of feeling, and thinks feeling is the
action of peoples in actual society. The feeling and the humanism are
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united really. Marx’s humanism is his science of feeling. Marx
thinks that all thinkers before him (including Feuerbach) only want
to understand the world, but not to reform the world. Reforming
the world is the union of reforming the nature, reforming the human
being and reforming the society. Reforming the society is the
movement of workers. The movement of workers completes the
critique of philosophy. We know Hegel tries to end philosophy with
his critique of philosophy. Feuerbach wants to do it by his religion of
love. Marx thinks that ending Philosophy isn’t language, but
action. Thus, in Marx’s view, Feuerbach fails to fulfill his very
intentions, by conceiving of this concrete and remaining concern of
belief, feeling and awareness of needs as human. So if we say
Feuerbach begins to overthrow the traditional metaphysics, Marx
has overthrown the traditional metaphysics completely.

In short, the dissertation shows us the meaning of Feuerbach’s
humanism of feeling and shows us that Feuerbach’s humanism of
feeling is the link between Hegel’s rational humanism and Marx'’s
actual humanism. So Feuerbach’s humanism has rejected the old
philosophy and overthrown the traditional metaphysics. It shows us
that Feuerbach’s humanism already has modernity. Recognizing it is
useful for us to study the German idealism and Marx’s philosophy

deeply.
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