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Looking back on what I wrote 6 years ago, what struck me the most was the passion
and curiosity I had when I lived for the first time on my own, and in a foreign country.
Today, returning to China is equally overwhelming and full of surprises. I found that I
became more realistic and less romanticized than before. I guess that’s the price I have to
pay for growing up. » :

I had many quarrels and fights with my parents when they were trying to publish this
book. Having Dad commenting onmmyxpersonal blog felt like having a teacher with his
red pen out writing all over my exercise book. Our disputes over what’s best for us never
resolved and it never will, like most families, and you may sense the tension in the book
itself. After all, we are two different generations. Luckily, deé}ﬁté"‘our disagreements, we
have also made improvement understanding each other; for me I now know so much better
that their intentions are genuine, their care is sincere, and their love is real. As a professor
and a doctor, they are no different than any other parent in this world—they expect their
children to live a happy and fulfilled life.

Nevertheless we all understand that learning and growing up is a life-long process,
and conflicts and failures are a natural part of it. I have learned so much more from this
experiencé living in between two worlds and communicating with parents than the Ph.D.
degree itself. This book is a snapshot of that process. We provide no golden rules for how to
raise children, or how to succeed when studying abroad; we believe that for every “Harvard
Girl” or “Tiger Mom” there are equally sorrows and joys.

So enjoy and have fun with this adventure of life!
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Farewell, 2007-09-08

Everything is gone with the wind at the end of this era.

I cried twice, once when my grandma said goodbye and the other after I waved goodbye
to my friend who waved me back across the street and disppearedbin the crowd. I hope there is
no more. I will choose to smile thereafter.

Thanks for those who called these days, wished me good luck and those who concerned

about me all the time.

This new life starts a little late, but anyway here it comes.

B3, 2007-09-08
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