15“&(-_.}\_
d \', o | G . ;
L . ol 61N y,

Chl}ese and European Perspectives

N

> )7 - on the Study of

:;:: f_:ft’fhinese Popular Religions
‘F@Iﬁ%‘ﬁl » KRR Z P EB A

Philip Clart
MEE XK

v
rrrrrr

.....

R
. —

T L S L4 -
—z .--,.'{,""— “ P
= 2mvr %8 \)". -

- et

O 11D IKONFUZIUS -INSTITUTLEIPZIG
ZEBLTEE

o Der Ort jir chinesische Sprache undXultur




CHINESE AND EUROPEAN
PERSPECTIVES
ON THE STUDY OF
CHINESE POPULAR RELIGIONS

i R > REEMRESE Zh el

Edited by Philip Clart

Published with the support of the
Leipzig Confucius Institute

AELE B AL 1~ B e 15 1 Hi R

KONFUZIUS-INSTITUT LEIPZIG
KL HFL T F I

Der Ort jur chinesische Sprache und Kultur




(PERETH - REEMAEKZHBRE)

#/

AN
g,
&/
‘Hlﬁ Lo
BifEgat
o E S

{7
&

LB Jg
H‘:” R 31‘30

R RBEEIRS 2

Chinese and European Perspectives
on the Study of Chinese Popular Religions

Bh 7~ FERTT - SALE - M EEUK - Jﬁ ik
e S BUE - MER-H B g8
b sS ik

Koy 1

ol 5 1

A5

SR S RIS R (i A TR 5

[#45 SL AR AT

112 thTjL'&Eﬁiﬁé?ﬁ % 48 5 6-1 9F 1 14

:(02) 2826-1203 {#HE : (02) 2823-7374
:J%Jljt http://www.boyyoung.com.tw/
E-mail : boyoung2008@yahoo.com.tw
HEEIRSE - 18871684
P S EREERIR ]
S 5 E =5 S e (A PR 2 ]
S E R AR A E]
ik = 235 LT PRI RS 880 5 14
444k www.namode.com
el (02) 8227-5988
(B EL : (02) 8227-5989
ISBN 978-986-6543-66-1
JE{E 500 T
2012210 A #IR— il

WIERTR  EIENLZR
MBRERIE » FFOER

R
HXEEEDRABITREER
FERERH - KEE AT PERA (Chinese

and European Perspectives on the Study of Chinese
Popular Religions)/ BFEFF ; ISR — WIAR .
FTL : BB UE |, 2012.10

B DD .- (DERBEDNRY ;2) g
ISBN 978 986 6543 66-1( F5% )
1. REHEN 2. 08

271.907

101010997




Introduction &

INTRODUCTION
Philip Clart

In late 2009, I was contacted by Prof. Shao Yong of Shanghai Normal
University (SNU) to explore possibilities for a visit of a delegation of the SNU
History department to my own institution, the University of Leipzig in Germany.
As SNU was willing to fund the trip as part of its internationalization efforts, we
quickly agreed that this purpose would be best served by bringing SNU scholars
together with their European colleagues in a workshop on a subject of mutual
interest. Given my own and Prof. Shao Yong’s research interests plus the fact
that the history of religions, especially in the context of the social and cultural
history of the lower Yangtze region, is strongly represented both in the SNU
History department and at the University of Leipzig, we quickly decided to focus
the workshop on the history of Chinese popular religions. I proceeded to invite
a number of senior European scholars of Chinese religions, added a few junior
scholars (PhD candidates and postdocs) from the University of Leipzig to the
mix, and obtained the necessary funding from the Leipzig Confucius Institute, the
University of Leipzig Centre for Area Studies, as well as from my own department,
the East Asian Institute. The workshop was held from October 1 to October 2, 2010,
and featured a total of fifteen papers on various aspects of Chinese and Taiwanese
popular religions. The present volume features revised versions of eleven of these
papers and one new article that differs thematically from the paper presented at the

conference (Vincent Goossaert’s contribution). The remaining three papers were
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already scheduled for publication elsewhere.'

These twelve contributions represent both the thematic and the methodological
range of current research on Chinese and Taiwanese popular religions. This English
term is used here in its double Chinese meaning of minjian xinyang X [ {5 {0
and minjian zongjiao B[S (minjian jiaopai [FEIFUR ), the former referring
to local and communal religion, the latter to organized religious movements with
formal and voluntary membership.” The collection starts out with a review article
by Shao Yong (SNU) on seven important publications on minjian xinyang that
have appeared in the People’s Republic of China between 1992 and 2010. In
an exemplary fashion, these seven titles represent the development of historical
and folklore research on popular religion from a largely cumulative, descriptive

approach to a more theory-driven, analytical research angle (as seen for example in

The chapter by Tang Lixing (SNU) proceeds from a local history angle by
focussing on popular religious phenomena in Huizhou {#{ JI| (Anhui province). On
the basis of local gazetteers and anecdotal collections (biji Z53C. ), the author sketches
the principal outlines of Huizhou popular religion, emphasizing the political and

religious functions of the ancestral shrines of powerful lineages, the influence of

Papers by Chang I-pin 5&#%f , Hubert Seiwert &k /5{% , and myself. To appear soon: Philip
Clart, “Conceptualizations of ‘Popular Religion’ in Recent Research in the People’s Republic
of China,” in Mazu yu minjian xinyang #51H 81 R (= {1 , ed. Wang Chien-chuan 4 5, JI]
(forthcoming).

* On these distinctions see Clart, “The Concept of 'Popular Religion' in the Study of Chinese
Religions: Retrospect and Prospects.” in The Fourth Fu Jen University Sinological
Symposium: Research on Religions in China: Status quo and Perspectives, ed. Zbigniew
Wesolowski (Xinzhuang: Furen Daxue chubanshe, 2007), 166-203; “Conceptualizations of
‘Popular Religion’ in Recent Research in the People’s Republic of China,” op.cit.; “Chinese
Popular Religion,” in The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Chinese Religions, ed. Randall
Nadeau (Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012), 219-235.
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Neo-Confucianism (/ixue ! £2 ) in this homeland of many metropolitan graduates
(jinshi #£1: ), as well as the importance of the local cults of King Wang ;- + and the
Wutong 713 .

Gao Hongxia’s (SNU) chapter shares her colleague Tang Lixing’s local
history approach, but with a focus not on the whole spectrum of popular religion,
but on one clearly delineated section, the cult of Mazu #5fH among Fujianese and
Cantonese merchants in late Qing and Republican period Shanghai. She emphasizes
the strong cohesive force exerted by the shared ritual focus on Mazu among these

sojourner merchant communities.

Chapter 4 by Andreas Berndt (University of Leipzig) deals not with a single
locality but with a nationwide cult, that of the Dragon Prince(s) (longwang FE T ).
Berndt traces the Chinese and Indian/Buddhist origins of these spirits and then con-
structs an argument for climatic and topographic conditions as the key variables
in explaining their patterns of distribution and local functional variation during
the Ming and Qing periods. Supporting evidence is drawn from four localities:
Xuanhua H {[; (Hebei province), Changting %] (Fujian province), Taigu A %+

(Shanxi province), and Suzhou @£ )| (Jiangsu province).

Xiaobing Wang-Riese (Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou) also focuses on a
single cult, though one less clearly “popular” in nature. Sacrificial rituals for Confu-
cius have long been the preserve of officials, scholars, and blood descendants
of the Sage. After describing the decline of the Confucius sacrifices in the early
Republican period, Wang-Riese discusses the re-appropriation of Confucius first
by the Kuomintang in the 1930s and then by the Communist Party beginning in the
late 1980s; in these sections her ethnographic focus lies on the Confucius temple
sacrifices in present-day Taipei 21}, and Qufu {5 . However, she shows that be-
yond the political interests of governments on both sides of the Taiwan Straits

Confucius continues to display a popular dimension as an object of ancestral cult by
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Kong surname groups, as a symbol of Chinese cultural identity for traditionalists,

and as a deity bestowing success in examinations.

Adam Chau (Cambridge University) turns his attention to another aspect of
elite religious praxis: the “cherishing of lettered paper” (xizizhi [&4[% ). An anth-
ropologist by training, Chau here turns his hand to a historical and philological
study of a Republican-period morality book, arguing that its reaffirmation of
the practice of xizizhi represented the conservative worldview of traditional
literati, who sought to defend and preserve the essence of Chinese civilization,
as encapsulated in the unique Chinese writing system, against Western cultural

imperialism and commercial materialism.

Xu Maoming’s (SNU) chapter on sorcery scares in the Qing dynasty looks at
instances of collective panic in the Jiangnan area instigated by rumours of black
magic. He points out the following causal factors: the specific religious culture
of the lower Yangtze region, man-made social upheaval (rebellions, banditry, and
the like), natural disasters, and finally, corruption and mismanagement by local

officials.

The paper of Vincent Goossaert (Centre national de la recherche scientifique,
Paris) makes an important contribution to the perennial question of the relationship
of popular religion and Daoism by focusing on the ritual practices of a high-profile
17" century Daoist master in Suzhou & J{| (Jiangsu province). Starting out from the
“premise ... that Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, and the vast realm scholars call
‘popular religion” do not exist independently but work as parts of a larger system”
and that Daoists played a crucial role in integrating that system, Goossaert uses the
known facts of Shi Daoyuan’s i 2k (1617-1678) life and works to demonstrate
how elite Daoists cooperated with spirit-mediums and other religious specialists to

(attempt to) coopt popular deities such as the Wutong and Liu Mengjiang Z/[4#F .
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The chapter by Volker Olles (University of Leipzig) marks a shift in thematic
focus from popular religion as minjian xinyang to popular religion as minjian
Jjiaopai by examining the rebuilding of a Daoist sacred mountain in Sichuan, called
alternatively Laojunshan %% #511] or Tiansheshan A fL(l], under the auspices of the
Liumen ZI['"] , a “quasi-religious movement based on the doctrine of the Confucian
scholar Liu Yuan % j;t (1768-1856).” Basing himself largely on an unpublished
gazetteer of the mountain, Olles opens up a hitherto rarely studied research area: the
relationship of Daoism not just with local cults, but with a local-based organized

religious movement.

Chapter 10 addresses a similar issue, but with regard to local linkages between
Buddhism and a popular sect called the Way of the Nine Palaces (Jiugongdao /1=
44 ). In a veritable rour de force of evidential research, Zhou Yumin (SNU) untangles
the many strands of documentation linking a Buddhist monastic community on

Wutaishan 712 ([ (Shanxi province) with the Jiugongdao in the late Qing period.

Barend J. ter Haar (Leiden University) adds to our picture of interreligious
dynamics by examining three late-Ming and early-Qing sources documenting
Catholic attempts to distinguish Christianity from the sectarian “Non-Action
Teachings” (Wuweijiao fiit /5 %7 ), with which it shared (in the eyes of elites and
authorities) some troubling resemblances. These sources throw light both on
outsiders’ perceptions of Catholic Christianity as “heretical” and Catholics’

attempts to distance themselves from such potentially threatening categorizations.

This volume is rounded off by Nikolas Broy’s (University of Gottingen)
chapter on the so-called Vegetarian Teachings (Zhaijiao 75 %% ) of Taiwan. Broy argu-
es for a less clear-cut separation of popular sectarianism and Buddhism in the
unique religious climate of Taiwan from the late Qing to the present. The resulting
picture complements Zhou Yumin’s findings on Wutaishan in Shanxi province and

serves as a counterbalance to the more radical “othering” of popular sects in late
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Ming and early Qing Fujian province observed by ter Haar, reminding us that all
our knowledge of Chinese religions is first and foremost local in nature and cannot

be easily generalized.

These twelve contributions are testimony to the fruitfulness of the Sino-
European encounter at the Leipzig workshop; it is hoped that the bilingual format
of the present volume will reach scholars in both Western- and Chinese-language
academia and will stimulate future exchanges and collaborative research on

Chinese religions.

VIII



Introduction A

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First of all I would like to express my gratitude to the sponsoring institutions:
Shanghai Normal University, the Leipzig Confucius Institute, the University of
Leipzig Centre for Area Studies, and the East Asian Institute of the University
of Leipzig all contributed funds to make the 2010 workshop possible. The
Leipzig Confucius Institute in addition provided a printing subsidy to support the
publication of this volume. This goes to show that a willingness of several partners
to pool their limited resources enables worthwhile collaborative projects even in

these times of shrinking public funding.

Next, | would like to thank all participants of the workshop for having made
the trip to Leipzig and contributing their scholarship to both the workshop and this

publication project.

Earlier versions of three chapters in this volume were published in various
venues in mainland China. The following publishers kindly granted permission to

republish these papers:

* Hefei University of Technology Press (A" T2 AZ4 it : for Shao Yong’s
article (chapter 1), which was included in his work Zhongguo jinxiandaishi
wenben yu dongtai yanjiu { TR SCARBEIRENTZE) (2011);

+ Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences [~& {8 F}E4[5 : for Xu Maoming’s
article (chapter 7), which first appeared in no.3 (2012) of its history journal,
Shilin {24K) ;

IX



FERBRY - REGEMAEZPERE

+ Shanghai renmin chubanshe [ & A E Rl #f : for Zhou Yumin’s article
(chapter 10), which was included in his book Shihai shizhuo: Wan Qingshi
guankui (SRR —— MRS SLER)  (2011).

Finally, a heartfelt thank you to all the University of Leipzig students and
research assistants who helped with both the meeting and the compilation of this
book (in alphabetical order): Frank Andref3, Andreas Berndt, Jorg Hiisemann,

Nicole Kroger, Wieland Schulz, Eugenia Shamardanova, and Sheng Yang.



Introduction &

DESTE BE 5

2009 K o _FIGATE RS ANE BRI - A A E RETT TR
F AR B M EBAC L $ R S R as bt Feplr - S s RlEE A S T R I 2
4 A ST EPR BT H 2 PR 8 - & B iy LIl A
RS R HBIOM B Bl A —(EAH B30 2 - BB iR A A 3LE
AT 31 > 1 EAE S T R st & S SRR S 5t T SRR S 9E X
TR EE R o IR R RA S S ey R E By B R SR R S -
BETR T S Rt G BGEE T — Lot 52 o B SR AV BON B R BRI AL #5 AR
S A s (M R %) - B JTmbR 7 HRA ANFTERY LS
WHFERT.Z 90 - BIGE] T AL S L T2 ke S AR EL 8 REEMISER FE o Y K T2
£f o WFETE Y 2010 5210 F 1 HZE 2 HATHAZEMY - 45 15 REA R ARE o222
MR ESE® EHET T afam - AFUEE T 2P Ay 118 DU — R
(S E S E R > EMHEEHR-CEEAE) - B =R st # 5T
iz o

A

b TR RSO R T A R B R P S S o SRR R 7 5 4
SRR % H - #YEGARR “popular religion” MYfSEIERES R RIS

' RIGRI%RSG > kR (Hubert Seiwert) 2 A AR =i S0 e o HpA A0 2 “Conceptualiza-
tions of ‘Popular Religion” in Recent Research in the People’s Republic of China™ ( #THA$ ¥}
FPEIAEEATE S REREC (UL B TR 4R (B HEBRRA(E ) —
&= AR -

X1



FERERY - REEMMEZTERA

" e “RESH (REZOR) " mIEE R R EE - RERRH
EA B RERE SRR E0ES) - °

FEE AN ( LBMIEIAE ) S oG T 1992 % 2010 4
REAE P BA R HH IR Y A R R RS (Y B 20 F - S EE &R T
B [ S R s R B i 7 o pl B e sttt P A T 1 L RG A R G b 7 BT A e 38
e (FIOAEEIEE) -

BT (LIBETHEIRE) WY SCEEE R S R A
BN s Y R RS (IR 52« 82 SCRE Bl R S A s SR IR FE R 3 T
BONREE AR AE SR - 5888 T RGeS EUE RO BER ~ B
B REEMAE - DUEEE R RS EE M -

FoRSALEE ( EIERTEARER ) SCE PR ST B 1T S E
(UL (L E R AN T2 & dn A G [ Y BT (3 (L RB3sk i B A A e 7 I
RF ST R R AG U AS AR (B (IRERE » GRE R 1 L[Sy 5 1H (3 (I E A B %
B A s S E TR -

FUTE M (RIEHAER) BIEABIRHIEMETZE - 2R 24
BIPERIRE TSN » SCEEHEE 1 HE AR P B AT ENRE P IRIE » i shs
TR EAAN [EI R R RE A A [RIRAE s R A B R SR R
CRPEFTAERY » EEBEE 1AL EL ~ fEERTT » LIPE R A LER&R N U3
{E RolEZ= 31T -

SR I 5 24X A SCEE “The Concept of 'Popular Religion' in the Study of Chinese Rel-
igions: Retrospect and Prospects™ ( PEIEH T “RESEES A9ES © [olggilfEzss ) -
i B 87T (Zbigniew Wesolowski) £ 4 (i { A S22 55 DU i B2 B RS BT e & T o B
Ztge - BUMELREEE | ) o BiE ¢ EECOARERHIARTE 2007 4R < PAK “Chinese Popular
Religion” ( o [E] R 52 %) - # A A0 # (Randall Nadeau) 4 The Wiley-Blackwell
Companion to Chinese Religions, /7€ * Wiley-Blackwell tHhftt 2012 K - 219-235 H -

X11



Introduction &

FHEEHK (BONRLIARER) T “RET FRAEAHIAILT
SRS - EMERRE & - BFENLTREMAOREHEE - /£RH 7K
B HAFL SN EHIEN 2 & » SCEEm AL T 20 4T 30 FAUEREUR A 80
FAKEBUFEFLFERREETE - /FERABRAESE T 210
ER I SR LRSS SIS - (2B R BUT B R BUGH
FZH 0 LR LR RGeS I E 5 - B P BB R
PRt B DRI FHEER -

FEAREE (BIFERE) HCEE I EA XA SFR BRI 4UES) -
R EAERIIABERER - (BAEASC P AIGERE AT 2R AT T BRI
M2 F Wismas 1 BTSSR EN S T S A PRSTRI TS - A (150
[ DAUE A G 5 3 B #E S EANA B s A < B3R R B - WA S DAL
thEE SRR RE R A L — S e R

FEFEREY (LIBEEARE) Ay SCEERET ARl f AR5 (3869
KRMAEER IR - SCRERDAL 1740 MAERE E SN ¢ LR s Y s = 0L
b~ AR GENE (BURALKER) - HAKEUREE SHEHT K
EEEA S M -

FNFESEF CERRBEEHETE L) BERER— 17 4
TEAESRINYE EHOKAT - (& DU RS I HE B e T T2
HERR - R o DURERERE Ry CEREME” B9 A SR IR
FAE M EARZRETERE Y ) B LTHER A 2508 bt
Py EEA A T RSN LB DR RE R (1617-1678) (Y4
REMAT- > HE— BRI T AFIEIE B 3 40 e [E) et DA R A R A
1 - Mtz [E] L0 T oA S 2 JHY B R R i -

(ESE L EEECHEUR (AELEHIARER ) 1Y CERAMA - &m0y B RS

XII1



FEREMRY - REGIHEZHERA

AT RMIBUR - 32008 T IEEEEE W “EE L CRiEUnD ™ ERIP#
IRE B FTRVERTAF - BIFTE0RE—ELURREES I (1768-1856) ML
%ﬁWW@MTﬂ&EW Hgl o AR —EA MRAREH R A LY

FFAR T — #2245 By 1P HOE SRR - EBALIE A FEIRE TR R
ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂ%@%ﬁ%ﬁ’ i HL[E] s 4H A S BOE S th A R

FHERER (LB ASE ) FISCEVFZEERTRE - BIE R R
FURHYIUE R AR B fhBodimey - (FEE TR E R P S 1728 HATRE
A LS ER S T 060 IR B T 22 UL DS BT822 (b3 i ZR B L' 3 2 T 3K
Bl (%

F+—FEHE (RERE) AEREENTEZURZENTEE) « {FE

TR IR EZAEBERS SR - APy H B AR 4 i 5 5 SRR B i Ry
%ﬁﬁﬁ B A LA R T HIBOROCH A BRI R - st
SCRKAT LAYER R EBAEIMTIRE B “HE” ’H%ﬂUﬁ%iEﬂﬁ&%
S TS LE TR L Y B

AEDH - —EmE R (GHEMRKE) 19SCEWRE - CERT T2
TR > Wiamag | {EHR S 2 S 2B E 1 RO N REZUR AL E000Z
FHITEY AR - 2O ER it R E RAE LIS 2 #7E R T
HH S TP HACE W 2 B R 0RO L e 2 O T R ey R TR« et (s
A BT P B SR AET AN EE R E M - B P B R RS (AT S
BT -

PA B+ R e SO A L P B an SR T A 5 & i b8 R pl S A S i

AN B AR U A R Y 7 R M Y 22 hﬁEﬁLE&¢Eﬁﬂﬂanﬁ
BLE(E -

XIV



LI |

ECH R B A S KB © (E LOGREE AR - AL LT
Bt ~ ARELH ARERMISRAT ST o O AR R EE S R B2 R au bt e AT S B SR T > B
af GAE 2010 F1GLUERMY - HECLP L T-ER P i fy % Y e it TSN
b - s e THE AR H 4 BRIV - fE SRR BT B LIR30 T -
FAMRES D BRI T S FIHE -

BEAN - N 5 (B N BREACEIALL S - e & Loy = 1 fhMeyise
PR Ry 5 B AR ARG Cof -

AFE =R S RO EAE TP EURFERY A B SOR T 38 3% - 7 It IRt
AT AR F A PR AE -

« GRETERZHARM - ZHARE 2011 FRRARZEE(E (P EIHT IR 5
SOREABHRENTSE) th S AF S —EEEE ZH L

Lt a R e - 4B (SEAR) HESE 2012 R85 3 W A EH
BRI Z WL -

- BB AR - sztthiH 2011 FERE B REE (LR — i
HEELD) TREAESR FREEEEZHL

et » R Bt KR R B T LS B L 359 A
RS T RPN T © LBl - PE0 ~ (R ~ TS - ARG - WU
B -

XV



FERBRH - REENMHEZFERA

CONTRIBUTORS

Andreas Berndt 2%  M.A., studied Medieval and Early Modern History
as well as Sinology at the University of Leipzig. He finished his study in 2009 with
a thesis about the state-enforced migrations in early Ming China with a focus on
Hongdong county &[54 in Shanxi (117§ province. Now he is a doctoral candidate
at the East Asian Institute of the University of Leipzig. He also takes part in the
research group “Sakralitdt und Sakralisierung in Mittelalter und Frither Neuzeit:
Interkulturelle Perspektiven in Europa und Asien” (Sacrality and Sacralization in
the Middle Ages and Early Modern Period: Intercultural Perspectives in Europe and
Asia) at the University of Erlangen-Nuremberg. His main research interest is in the

history of late imperial China with a focus on religious, cultural, and social aspects.

Nikolas Broy FinJi | M A studied Religious Studies and Chinese Studies
at the University of Leipzig. Presently he is a doctoral candidate at the Institute
for the Study of Religions at the University of Leipzig as well as research
fellow at the East Asian Institute at Goettingen University. His research interests
include religions in China, Buddhism in East Asia, Buddhism and violence, as
well as popular religious sects and “redemptive societies” in early modern and
contemporary China. His publications include “Das dharma schiitzen, das Reich
schiitzen, sich selbst schiitzen? Militédrisch titige buddhistische Monche in China
in den Dynastien Song und Ming” (“Protect the dharma, Protect the Country,
Protect Oneself? On Militarily Engaged Buddhist Monks During the Song and
Ming Dynasties of China”) in Zeitschrift fiir Religionswissenschaft 15, no. 2 (2007);
“Martial Monks in Medieval Chinese Buddhism,” in Journal of Chinese Religions

(forthcoming).

Adam Yuet Chau J&#, is University Lecturer in the Anthropology of Modern
China in the Department of East Asian Studies at the University of Cambridge.

XVIII



