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Abstract ““

Abstract

To a large extent, the modern literature since the “May 4” can
be regarded as kind of “national literature”. The national crisis im-
proved awaking of the national consciousness. With the interaction of
the time and the development of literature itself, rural novel came into
birth. The main theories of rural novel were completed by Zhou
Zuoren, Lu Xun, and Mao Dun, etc. Their different ideas about rural
novel actually affected later writers. The rural novel opened a new lit-
erary area of “May 4” new literature. It widened and deepened the
new literature realism.

During the period of “May 4” | the reform of national concepts
was with distinctive cultural criticism, but the soul of the enlightening
subjects was in the splitting state. Meanwhile, intellectuals began the
tragedy consciousness. Lu Xun’ s rural novel works were the glorious
model of tragedy art. In the 1930s, rural novel emphasized affirmation
to the class concepts and struggling spirits of farmers. In arts, rural
novel appeared as literary aesthetic pursuit to “power”. However,
Shen Congwen wished to realize the reconstruction of national morals
by the reform of “concepts”. He opposed to take literature as the tool
of class struggles. But because the change of time, Shen Congwen’ s

rural emotions gradually disappeared. In the 1940s, writers in the lib-
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erated areas spent more efforts to show the spirits of farmers after they
were politically and economically liberated. In arts, the local flavor
had almost disappeared in Zhao Shuli’ s novels. Even some left were
deeply imprinted by society and politics, which could be seen as the
end of the rural flavor in rural novel . In Sun Li’ s novels, the rural
areas were poetic with the beauty of human nature and human fellings
of the new time and class.

Dominated by the national concepts, Lu Xun accepted the theory
of nation originated from the western society. However, because of the
nature of non - origin, conflicts between the rational consciousness
and psychological feelings from his life experiences made Lu Xun un-
consciously deconstructed the theory when accepting it. “The biogra-
phy of Q” is the product of his conflicting ideas. Xiao Hong’ s “The
Field of Life and Death” is always regarded as the model of national
literature , but the fundamental reason is that Lu Xun and other writers
tried to understand the novel from the light of the nation. The signifi-
cance of “The Field of Life and Death” is not only to show the pros-
perity or backwardness of the nation, but also to show the physical
suffering of women. Shen Congwen’ s tragic works lie in the mis-
placement of dream and time. “Border City” is his thoughts and con-
fusions to the reconstruction of the Chinese nation. The modernity of
Zhao Shuli’ s works is shown from 3 aspects; 1. the cultural worries
about the democracy in rural areas; 2. modern thoughts about the lib-
eration of human nature; 3. the creative reform to the folk patterns,
which thoroughly solved the problem of popularization of “May 4” new
literature. After liberation , because the construction of the nation was

basically completed, conflicts between the folk speech that Zhao Shuli
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held and the national speech grew bigger, and the group of readers
changed, it was inevitable for Zhao to lose his popularity gradually.
Because Chinese modern literature was taken into the historical
process of the construction of the nation at the first beginning, the im-
age of China was of incomparable significance. The image of China
and its rheology in rural novel was the result of artistic re — imagina-
tion to China by writers from the light of the “third person”, that is,

western ideas. The behind reasons are really worth thinking.

Key Words: national view, modern rural novel , acceptance

and transmission, image of China



