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ABSTRACT

Chiang Chun-lin, a native of Kiangsu ( {L#% )and lived during the Hsien-
feng (5 # ) and Tung-chih ( [E{4) periods (1851-1874), was the author of Shui-
yun-lou-tz'u( 7K 24837 ). Shui-yun lou-tz’u-hsu( /K E#877## )and Shui-yun-lou
sheng-kao ( 7k Z+#8H# ). Chiang was one of the most outstanding lyric-poem
composers of the Ch'ing Dynasty, at least as reputable as Na-lan Hsing-te (##
f&tE7E) and Hsiang Lien-sheng ( 3EE4 ).

Chiang Chun-lin’s life spanned through the western imperialistic
aggression, the Taiping (1851-1864) and the Nien Rebellion (1853-1868)
periods — a time of external invasions and internal great upheavals against
the Ch’ing Manchu regime in China. While he never directly and personally
involved in any of the military and political activities, he, however, shared the
deep feeling of turmoil and dislocation, and his writings reflected these
feelings. As such, his works expressed very realistic and true emotions of the
time, and therefore regarded by his contemporaries as “lyric-poem history”

Because of his rather miserable life with no position of high standing,
Chiang left very few biographical records and materials behind. Living at a
time when the Ch'ing government was deteriorating and falling, Chiang was
faced with many contradictions related to class and race. During that time,
intellectuals had to either affiliate with a privileged political group or social
class in order to survive. For the political group, it would either be a part of
the Taiping Kingdom, or a part of the Ch'ing establishment. For the social
class, it would either be the ruling class or the rich merchants. Chiang Chun-
lin belonged to those intellectuals who affiliated with the high officials and
rich salt merchants. As such, his friends and associates also belonged to this
group of intellectuals, many of them actively supported the Ch'ing Dynasty.
For this reason, the study of Chiang Chun-lin’s life, his thought and asso-
ciations, enables us to understand the mentality of many of the Chinese
traditional intellectuals during the chaotic times of the mid and late 19th
century.

This study provides a biographical and intellectual study of Chiang
Chun-lin. A detailed analysis of his writings is also provided in order to
illustrate its historical significance as related to the Taiping and late Ch'ing
developments.
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