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Preface 1

The Thinking Based on Local Practice

Throughout the ages, so many famous sayings and mottoes by the scholars of
different history period and architectural masters are remained.As time running,many
were forgotten gradually,however,some of them touched us strongly,even some are
still rooted deeply in our mind. “Less is more”,"form follows function”, summarized
highly the simplicity and reason—the architectural spirit in western modern
architecture,and its impossible to overlook them."Architecture is thoughtful making
of spaces”by Louis |. Kahn; the organic architectural concept “all the parts must be
related to the whole “by Frank Lloyd Wright,also help many architects to master
creation more completely.Meanwhile,the special feelings and wonderful comments
about light by Le Corbusier,Louis |I. Kahn,and so on,bring more people with
inspiration...All these famous sayings which condensate the exploration and thought
in architectural creation of many architectural masters from different times,is the
valuable treasure and worth us to learn and think with devout attitude.

As my told before,however, “any masters got to know architecture from certain
period and one side only,and it is impossible to foresee everything with one
opinion.There is no permanent theory which would be used forever."These famous
sayings has its peculiarity,but also has its limitation.Different architects have
different opinions to understand architecture,meanwhile,some characteristic of
multi-meaning,vagueness and time in architecture also will make us being in the
exploration and consciousness.So the famous saying is just a special opinion, as
we said,but it never means that we underestimate its value.To the opposite,they
have expounded the insightful views,will help us get to know architecture from
different points. As we will see in this book,there are many famous sayings which
have so many different opinions,some of them even being contradict each other.|
think the editers of this book would like to show these different thoughts to readers.
They will make us get to know architecture dynamically and from different views,and
encourage us to construct our own “theory”.

Clearly, the editors of this book have spent plenty of time and energy,getting away
from the noise,being far away the impetuous, and starting from the “foundation
works” in architecture. It's a great help for not only Chinese architects, but also
designers around the world.

For this,| would like to express my deep respect.
Cheng Taining

Arcadem of Engineering,China
Oct.21,2012,In Hangzhou
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Preface 2

The Mirror of Architect

As one of the frist architectural students after the Great Cultural Revolution,it's really
fortunate for me to have the opportunity of listening to lecture by professor Yang
Tingbao,one of the founders of Modern Chinese Architecture.Shortly after | entered
the Southeast University,| became a student of a group of excellent teachers headed
by Professor Yang.| still remembered by Prof. Yang's famous saying”Everything
could become knowledge when keeping your eyes open”,which has became the
motto of all the late generation Chinese architects.

During the late years of studying and working,these famous sayings of great
masters became the serve as the beacon light for our development.”"Ornament
is a crime” by Alolf Loos taught me to design any project form the view of
foundation;"less is more”by Mies Verde Rohn told me to give up all unnecessary
items and concentrate on the essence of design;"the paper was invented to draw by
architecture,however,most architects misuse it" by Alvar Aalto actually suggested us
to think deeply,meanwhile to practice more!

Later on we got to know Venturi's “the contradiction and complexity in
architecture”,Koolhaas’s “more is more”;Foster's “technology is more”;and Murcutt’s
“touch this earth lightly"...here and there, we asked ourselves from our deep heart:
What is architecture?what is design? What is the essence of more and less?

We are catching up with the period of great construction in China. Fortunately we
have endless design project,unfortunately, however,we have no time to think!in
the era of materialistic, information explosion and surplus goods,we couldn’t help
following the economic trend,following the science and technology,and following the
expansion of human desire...however,we often remembered the history,remembered
the contextualism,and recalled the countryside scene full of poetry and harmony with
nature...Often | feel lost in those thoughts.
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Professor Fang Hai,my friend,sent me a manuscript of “On Architecture” days
ago,at once | felt brightened in my thought.As the chief editor of this book,Esa
Piironen,Finnish master architect, spent 50 years to collect the sayings making full
use of meeting in design masters,as well as reading many books.The original version
in English and Finnish published in Europe has been accepted warmly,and became
the indispensable book for Europe architects.Recently re-edited by Professor Fang
Hai,Dog FangTan and Piironen,then come to the new Chinese-English version.

The five hundreds of famous sayings and mottoes,is actually the mirror for
contemporary Chinese architects.Facing complicated projects and feeling
confused,these sayings could provide us with inspiration;Facing too much projects
and running then endlessly, these saying would keep us calm;when we start to think
and pursue related research,these sayings could bring us the clues of thinking. This
book,| believe,will gathering strength and enlightenment.

| can’t help reminding the wisdom that ‘stones from other hills may serve to polish
the jade of this one.’

Let us enjoy it as my preface!
Meng Jianmin

Architectural Master,China
Oct.17,2012,In Shen Zhen
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Preface

We have to remember that all building is not architecture. A bicycle shed is a
building; Lincoln Cathedral is a piece of architecture was said by Nikolaus Pevsner.
Somebody has said that only 1% of buildings are architecture.

Alvar Aalto, a famous Finnish architect, was a visiting professor at MIT after the wars
in the1940s. A student with a wealthy background asked Aalto, what architecture
is? And Aalto honestly replied: | do not know. The father of the student contacted
the principal of MIT, and he wanted Aalto to be kicked out, because he did not know
what his field of teaching was. Fortunately Aalto could later explain the difficulties of
architecture to the principal and he stayed at the University.

But it is still very difficult to explain all the finesses of architecture.Architecture
on paper is not yet architecture. When it is built it might be. Somebody has said
that a building is architecture, when it is published in architectural magazines and
exhibitions home and abroad. So the professionals have agreed that it is a piece of
architecture.

So it is not possible to say in one sentence what architecture is. That is why | have
compiled in this book various architects” and thinkers” quotes, sayings, statements,
thoughts, proverbs, and slogans about architecture. They have been collected over
the years from books, magazines, lectures, meetings and conversations. The book
also contains my own thoughts on architecture.

The multiplicity of the text illuminates how challenging it is to define architecture.

On the other hand, it is not possible to develop a perfect definition; the most
important is the search process.

Architecture is....

Esa Piironen
Finland Architect Master
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Abstract

What architecture is?The definition on architecture has been debated by many architectural
masters,experts and scholars,which remark many famous sayings to express their
understanding on architecture.The book is a thought bible consisted of many saying of
architectural masters in different ages all over the world.The five hundreds of famous saying
and motto is actually different views and points,involving in the most basic problems on
architecture—form, function,order,light,and so on. There are rational preciseness,abound
philosophic theory,or full of emotion,profound implication.

Esa Piironen,the chief editor,spent 50 years to collect these saying by making full use of meeting
masters,as well as reading many books.The original version in English and Finnish published in
Europe has been accepted warmly,and became the indispensable book for Europe architects.
Recently re-edited and re-created by Professor Fang Hai,Dogfang Tan and Piironen,then come
to the new Chinese-English version.

The book is the thought bible gathering strength and enlightenment, is the mirror for
contemporary Chinese architects,and is the starting point or supporting point for many students.
Meanwhile,the book concentrated master wisdom will turn into “a stones from other hills" to
give architects more help, to provide more inspiration,to bring more thinking.It could be used by
architects,designers,and design researchers and other related people who are interested in art.
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Hammurabi

SURHLEE

If a builder builds a house for some one, even though he has not yet
completed it; if then the walls seem toppling, the builder must make the
walls solid from his own means.

HE—IEEENEARE—ERT, BIEFRE, IIX—TREMNAZEE
ERANLREBE.
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