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(English Abstract)

This study is the report of a two-year research

project which aims at an inquiry into the agricultural

development in Taiwan since World War II. Five

issues have been chosen as the major foci of this

study, namely:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

What is the major character which has
underlied the development of agricultural
policies in Taiwan since World War II? How
did the policies change in the past thirty
years?

How did the members of the Legislative
Yian evaluate the post-war agricultural
policies? What are the images of farmers
which emerged in the minds of members of
the Legislative Yuan?

How did the members of the Taiwan
Provincial Assembly evaluate these policies?
And, what images of farmers can be seen in
the minds of members of Taiwan Provincial
Assembly?

How do the officials in the government and

farmers association's and the farmers
themselves evaluate these policies?
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() To what extent have the post-war
agricultural policies affected the various
aspects of life of those farmers?

Following a brief introduction, Chapters Two and
Three attempt to answer the first question. It is
observed that the year 1972 served as a watershed of
the evolution of Taiwan agricultural policies. Before
1972, agricultural policies were best characterized by
the orientation of "developmental squeeze." After 1972,
a new orientation toward farmers' welfare could be
observed.

Chapter Four of this book is an analysis of the
perceptions and attitudes of the members of
Legislative Yuan towards agricultural policies. It is
maintained that, in general, they did not pay enough
attention to agricultural problems until 1973 when the
newly-elected members from Taiwan entered the
Legislative Yuan. Chapters Six and Seven deal with
the Provincial Assembly members' evaluation of
agricultural policies in general and the "Important
Strategies for Accelarating Rural Construction", in
particular. It is found that members of the Twiwan
Provincial Assembly concerned predominantly with the
local agricultural issues, and have not paid much
attention to national issues until recent years.

Chapter Nine is devoted to an investigation of
the officials' and farmers' attitudes towards

agricultural policies in the post-World War II era. It
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is found that farmers did hold a favorable opinion
towards recent policies from which they have gained
benefits. They have not enough knowledge about
early policies. However, the majority of the farmers
hold a pessimistic opinion towards the future of
Taiwan's agriculture. As compared to the farmers'
attitudes, government officials hold a more
conservative attitudes towards post-war agricultural
policies.

The remainder of this study explores the extent
to which post-war agricultural policies have exercised
influence upon the changes of agrarian human
resources and the life of farmers. It is observed that
the implementation of land reform policies in the
early 1950's improved the living conditions among
farmers. However, such favorable attitude towards
governmental policies has changed in recent years. It
is also suggested that government has to take the
need of farmers into serious consideration in the

decision-making process in the years to come.
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