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Preface

This book by Haishi Bai is a very extensive introduction to cloud computing in general and to
Windows Azure in particular.

Haishi Bai has had an extensive and successful career in Information Systems that brought him
from the Northeast of China, to Beijing, then to Silicon Valley, and then finally to the Microsoft
Head Office in Redmond as a Windows Azure evangelist. His experiences in the rise and fall of
e-Business, booming of social networks, and rising of cloud computing give him deep understandings
in the pros and cons of cloud computing.

The various concepts of Azure are exposed in a logical sequence and a clear way. The book is
divided into four parts: cloud service fundamentals, cloud service design, cloud and devices, and
system integration and project management. For beginners, you can allow Haishi to guide you
through the journey to cloud by reading through the chapters. For experienced cloud developers,
you can look into chapters and examples to learn about enabling specific scenarios. The book comes
with 68 complete end-to-end examples that guide you step by step to implement typical cloud-based
scenarios. The examples cover a wide range of applications types and technologies with different
difficulty levels. You’ll find tons of practical knowledge, skills and tricks that you can apply to your
own work.

The book will prove an invaluable help for the IT managers who want to stay up to date,
developers who want to implement applications using Windows Azure as well as system engineers
who want to gain deep knowledge about cloud computing. -

Enjoy the reading as I did, and looking forward to your great contributions to this new world!

Pierre Masai

CIO of Toyota Motor Europe
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