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The aim of Contemporary Art Series is to
develop more efficiently the creation of Chinese
contemporary art in equal exchange and dia-
logue with world contemporary art and to trans-
form Chinese culturaltreasure so that it will
reshine over the globe. '

With a special subject,every issue of Con-
temporary Art will show from creation and the-
ory the contemporary art developement of the
world, especially of China. We hope it will

promote another renaissance of human culture.

MEFE4% General Editor of Series
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Bk 1992.7.1

I put forward “Transformism” to set off and summarize the two kinds of cultural
orientation both opposite and complementary, which are a transform to contempora-
ry multi—cultural states based on their own cultural origins. One is eastern trnsform
with China as its representative, which emphasizes the genesis and flowing change of
various images in mind sphere and various discourses in thinking sphere; while the
other is western transform with America as its representative, which emphasizes the
displacement between bodies and outer worlds.

Being two typical kinds of orientation in 90’ s various tendencies, they both
concern transforms of various states. The eastern stresses mind genesis, on which it
depends to trafisform the scattered logic fragments so as to return to the harmony of
lives. On the other hand, the western stresses dislacement of bodies through which it
enters a void world.

So far as art is concerned, jenesis reveals itself as a transform of specialized fig-
ure or figures brought along with flowing change of images, which is the most typical
in central China. Displacement chooses body as its theme. By experiencing the
transform between bodies and surroundings we can realize the absent nothingness.

This issue merges two different transforms and protrudes the academic trend of
transformism from two aspects of both philosophical and artistic creation. I hope
transformism will function by its own unique transforming in the pluralistic age.

Zhao Bing  July 1Ist, 1992
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