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Preface

Located on the southeast coast, Ningbo, the cradle of the 7,000-year old prehistoric Hemudu
Culture, is the port of departure in the east for “Maritime Silk Road” and the southernmost estuary of
the Grand Canal of China. It was declared a National Historical and Cultural City by the State Council
in December 1986. Because of its location on the coast and south of the Yangtze river, the scenery is
diverse and engaging and helps make the culture there more open, sophisticated and profound.. This
diverse, rich cultural heritage is a precious intangible wealth of Ningbo.

I, a native of Ningbo, love everything about this place. As a cultural worker in Ningbo, I am
particularly fond of its traditional culture. I read the entire Legacy of Old Ningbo without stop as soon
as I got it. The streets, shops, houses, bridges, figures and cuisine of Ningbo are presented so vividly by
the artistic pen of Mr. Luo Feng. Reading and viewing page after page, you are unable to put the book
down until you have read and seen them all. Reading it again, I am astonished by the great contribution
Mr. Luo Feng’s pen drawings made to the value of the book. The precise drawings and subtle verbal
descriptions have reproduced the historical scenes and existing traces of old Ningbo in an impressive
artistic manner. How amazed and touched I am when reading this book!

Mr. Luo Feng was also born and grew up in Ningbo; so, he has studied the history and culture of
Ningbo well, and developed a deep understanding on paper-cutting, drawing and many other artistic
endeavors. We’ve been friends for years and I know the deep affection Mr. Luo Feng has for his
hometown. I greatly appreciate his recreations of our hometown.

It is the bounden duty for every Ningbo citizen to value the cultural legacy and guard our old
Ningbo spiritual home in the face of the urbanization process, especially as, in some cases, old Ningbo
gradually disappears. I sincerely wish Mr. Luo Feng endless inspiration and creativity and earnestly
look forward to more people follow his example and join in the protection for Ningbo cultural heritage
and join the others as they work not only to protect but also enhance and make outsiders better know the
cultural vigor and charm of old Ningbo!

Therefore, I happily write this Preface!

Chen Jiaqiang

Director, Ningbo Municipal Bureau of Culture,
Radio, TV, Film, Press and Publication
February 4, 2013 Ningbo
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Ningbo Estuary

In 1832, Hugh Hamilton Lindsay from the British East India Company visited China three times to look for a
suitable harbor; he eventually chose Ningbo. Negotiating in Guangzhou under the “Treaty of Nanking’, he
strongly requested opening Ningbo as a trading port.

The distant mountain in the painting is Zhaobao Mountain in Zhenhai District; many masts of the wooden
ships, essential for maritime transport at the time, dominate the scene..
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Jiangxia Ocean Wharf

Ever since the Tang and Song Dynasties (619-1127), Ningbo was an important port for the “Maritime Silk Road”
of China. Merchant ships from Japan, Korea, Java, Vietnam, and Thailand frequently docked at Jiangxia Wharf.
In ancient times the river bank at Jiangxia Street was called “Yongjiang Wharf’, also known as “End of Avenue”;
it was a bustling site for foreign trade and a distribution center for seafood.
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Shipbuilding and Repair

Ancient Ningbo Harbor was the earliest window for maritime civilization exchange with foreign countries in
China, as well as one of the origins for the Chinese ship culture. Ningbo, with intersecting rivers and coastline,
developed a flourishing shipbuilding and repair industry.
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Ferry

Ningbo citizens mostly went to Shanghai by ferry until late 1900. The 3-deck ferry set off to Shanghai’s Shillupu
at dusk and arrived there the next morning. The scene depicted here can no longer be seen in Ningbo.



(& %% 4)
1914 4 QIAMI T BAMRE i A B & BT AEZEAL T AL TR, X R AR R, RERMERT
W FEEA AL, FACRE ORISR TS,

Electric Company

The Ningbo Yongyao Electric Company power plant established in 1914 was located on the bank of Beidou
River outside Ningbo’s North Gate opposite Huamei Hospital. The power plant was an important enterprise
during the Republic of China, but now the remaining building is a part of Ningbo “Modern Industrial Heritage”.



