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Abstract

A scientific and reasonable developing index of mega—city regions is
critical to guide the sustainable urban development and the transformation
from quantitative to qualitative urbanization. Institute of Urban Science in
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, based on Theory of Metropolitanization
innovative “ Developing index frame of China mega—ity regions” and
“Database on China mega-city regions” , carries out Annual report on
developing index of China mega-city regions which will be released
domestically and internationally from the year of 2013.

Roport on China Mega-city Regions Development Index in 2013 covers
34 cities in three largest mega-city regions in China ( Beijing-Tianjin-
Hebei area, Yangtze River Delta and Pearl River Delta) based on a
index frame of 5 tier-l1 indicators, 16 tier2 indicators and 43 tier-3
indicators. 5 tier-1 indicators includes population, economy, life,
culture and primacy, constituting a scientific index frame going well with
the rules of world mega-—city regions and the requirements of the
development status in China. Particularly the cultural and primacy indexes
are the core innovations in the report.

Entire-Array-Polygon Method is applied in the report. Various data
of the three mega—city regions from 2007 to 2010 are used to have the
comprehensive indexes. The Pearl River Delta is ranked in the first place
in the comprehensive index with Yangtze River Delta and Beijing-
Tianjin-Hebei area following behind. Most of the comprehensive indexes

are relatively low, showing that neither of the three can be superior over
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the other two in all aspects and each one of them has their own strength
and problems. The three mega-city regions are progressing from the scale
and expansion development to the structural optimization stage focusing
on internal quality. They initially realize a “ diversified ” regional
layout. The difference and gap among the three mega-city regions are
obviously decreasing, which contributes to the regional balance of China

metropolitan development.
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