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Preface to the Taiwan edition

I am delighted to see the publication of the Taiwan edition of
China'’s Last Empire, because Taiwan is where my study of Ch’ing
history really began. In 1976 and 1977, when I was doing dissertation
research on the history of the city of Han-k’ou, Americans could not get
permission to do scholarly work in mainland China. Like so many of
my fellow graduate students, | came to Taiwan, where | spent nearly a
year poring through books and documents in the Ch’ing Archives at the
National Palace Museum, the Fu Ssu-nien Library and the Tsung-li Yamen
archives at Academia Sinica, and other rich collections. I remember very
fondly getting to know professors and students at Tai-ta and Shih-ta, and
immersing myself in the culture of Taiwan as a whole. It was only after
my dissertation had been completed in 1980 (but thankfully before it had
been published as a book in 1984), that I had the opportunity to travel to
the People’s Republic and actually visit the city I had read and written so
much about. [ have returned to Taiwan many times since that first visit in

the 1970s, and have always treasured the time I have spent here.

William T. Rowe

April, 2013.
Baltimore, Maryland.
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9 HFEE R H A EMA A ¢ Braudel, “History and the Social Sciences.”
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