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FOREWORD

Originally, this “Loessology” (Vol. I ) is the second book of a series, but it
published at the last. When I get to wright a foreword for it, sporntaneously think about
some thing of the whole series. So, this forward changes into a “back word” of the
whole series.

It is about 65 years ago , Soviet scholar Obruchev (1948 ) suggested that we
should establish a new discipline on loess called “ Loessology”. In that time, only a
few tourists, geographers, geologists are interested in loess. The question, they dis-
cussed, mainly is on the genesis of the loess. After the Second World War, specially
after the establish of the Peoples’ Republic of China, unprecedented construction ac-
tivity are developed on the vast area of the Loess Plateau in China, and it has the big-
gest of loess thickness in the world. Almost all the construction program run up against
the question of collapsibility of the loess. Therefor a great upsurge in research the engi-
neering behaviors of loess are in the making. And the research of loess are widely
spreading on the direction of engineering science. In our country, since the establish of
the first code of the construction on loess in 1966, they are revised for four times in
1975, 1978, 1990 and 2004 years. This frequent revision means brisk and quickly
developing of the engineering research on loess.

Since the 1980s, owing to the development of globalism, especially, since the
reform — open of the Chinese social, the contradictory between the social economic de-
velopment and the ecological environment are glaring, it claims that our development is
sustainable and amiable with the surrounding environment. These require us to re-
search the question between the loess and the ecologic environment. So we have the
three stages of the loess research:

The first stage, is of geological studies, probably developed by the end of the
Second World War.

The second stage, is continuous development of the geological research on loess,
vigorously springings up geotechnological research on loess.

The third stage, the continuous development of the geological and the geotechno-
logical research on loess, and vigorously springings up the environmental research on

loess.



