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To the Teachers

Why do we need to teach English pronunciation? Obviously it is for at least two reasons. Firstly, it is to
improve intelligibility, which will help improve not only one’s pronunciation itself, but also one’s abilities in
vocabulary building, listening, speaking and writing. Secondly, teaching pronunciation at a more advanced level is
to allow students to monitor themselves so that they will be able to create a favorable impression in communicative
situations.

A newly-explored area in teaching English pronunciation is to unfold the relationship as well as the rules
between English letters and English phonemic sounds. The endeavour proves to be a worthy effort for learners as it
not only helps them pronounce English words correctly, but also enables them to spell English words accurately and
efficiently. Being the first important step in teaching English or of access to successful English learning, it deserves
great attention and endeavour. Therefore, our purpose is to help English teachers realize the power of sound as well
as the form of English so that creative teaching will be achieved and to help learners explore their potentiality in
learning a foreign language. Our philosophy of teaching English pronunciation is that every learner can learn English
intelligently because everyone has his or her own ability to learn a language and should reach his or her fullest
potential.

A booklet, Teaching Pronunciation, published by SEAMEO Regional Language Centre in Singapore (2004 ) has
listed some of the common problems of pronunciation from a variety of sources:

1) using the wrong sound;

2) leaving sounds out;

3) adding sounds;

4) putting stress on the wrong syllable in a word;

5) putting stress on the.wrong word in a sentence;

6) using the wrong intonation pattern;

7) combination of these problems.

“The type of misunderstanding can range from failing to grasp the message or misinterpreting the meaning of

the message to being insulted because the speaker appears to be expressing an attitude that was not intended. ”

Intelligent Leaming in English Pronunciation is a practical course-book tailored to freshmen in universities and
colleges, especially the English majors who want systematical training in English pronunciation and intonation,
which has proved to be essential for English learning at college level.

To many, the spelling of English is very inconsistent. There are many words which are spelt differently but
sound the same, such as hair/hare, I/eye, rap/wrap, bear/bare, rays/raise, etc. Students are often frustrated in
an attempt to learn new words by heart. As a result, many failed, or even gave up, because of this obstacle of
sounds and forms of English words.

However, English is not a language that is without any rules. On the contrary, it is such a unique language
that the closer you approach it the more interesting and magical you will find it to be. Mostly the letters are formed
in such a way that they coincide with English sounds to produce rhythmic and musical effect, which is the power to
help the students through the way of English learning and communication.

“Old habits won’t change without a lot of hard work!” We believe that diligence, perseverance, a strong
desire to improve as well as a good ear and good senses of English language will help one succeed!
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LEARN
Cardinal Vowels & Z& T &
Front (F1) Central (1) Back (/7)
(M) Close 1 ®ou
U
() Close-mid e ® 0
(¥JF)Open-mid € A—@)D
g

(F)Open a

Table of English Consonants #iE & & &

Manner of
Articulation

A=Wk

Fricative

FEEE S

Affricate
W

Plosive

RRBH

Place of
Articulation

KR

Nasal Approximant
] FESEF

Bilabial XUEH p, b

m w

Labio-dental Bk

Dental (6] 3%

w |D|+h
N (Ox[<

-
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[it] Organs of Speech £ = #E

6. alveolar ridge

5. nose

3. upper teeth

1. upper lip «<—

2. lower lip +—

4. lower teeth

10. tip of the tongue

upper lip FJ§
lower lip FJ§
upper teeth F ik
lower teeth Rk
nose f¥
alveolar ridge A
hard palate ffi 2
soft palate #K &
tongue

10. tip of the tongue FH4R
11. uvula /NE

12. vocal cords i

L = R R A
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9. tongue

12. vocal cords

7. hard palate

N

8. soft patate

v

11. uvula




Comparison Chart: Phonetic Symbols %/ |H ki [E kR & 47 % B 5
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I i P P
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[ € t t
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9 E) k k
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el ei Consonants J J
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MITH au au tf tf
19 i dz dz

€d €9 tr tr
uo ud dr dr
Note: - +
The given International Phonetic Aplhabet n n
(IPA) symbols represent British Received D D
Pronunciation( RP) . 1 1
PL_E B B 5 AR O 92 [ 0 bR HE L TR (RP) w W
Ko .
J J

BEFORE YOU LEARN 3



Table of Terms Ri& %k

affricate HHEEH
alveolar 15 RS
alveolar ridge 15 #B
approximant FEZEF
assimilation [&]4k
back vowel [5G

bilabial BH
British Received Pronunciation
(RP) ZH“PrERE" B

centering diphthong £ X ITH
central vowel I

closed syllable &5

closing diphthong & XUt
coalescent assimilation B4 &4k
compound & %17

consonant cluster 33 %%
consonant letter #§5 FH:
consonant ¥ &

content word 3ZiA]

contraction 45 H&=,

deletion &

dental 18] 3F

diphthong Xt
dissimilation 54k

emphasis 3R

epenthesis &

falling [

falling-rising P&

fluency A

foot F#

frication EEH#E

fricative BEHEE

front vowel B TGH

function word T fEid]

glide ¥§3h

glottal &[]

hard palate i %

head &3k

imitation B

incomplete explosion /N 552 Mk
information word g & 17l
intonation &

intonation unit 5% 87
labial-velar B4R
labio-dental JB15 &

lateral &

letter Ak

linking i

long sound K&

lower lip FJ&

lower teeth

melody JjEfdt

minimal-pair /N7
multi-syllable word 35514
nasal 2%

nuclear J&#%

numeral ¥{i7)

one-syllable word B35 514
open syllable FF&F7

organ of speech X E B
palatal | &%
palato-alveolar FE#R
pausing fE=i

phoneme F&

phonetic symbol F#x

pitch F 5

plosive BB

post-alveolar J515#B 3

prefix B4R

pre-head g

progressive assimilation Jii [&]4k
reflexive 2 B4tiA]

regressive assimilation 3% [&]4k
rhythm 35

rhythmic pattern 52455,

rising F+

rising-falling F}F&d

sense group i af

sentence stress 4] FH &
short sound 45 &

soft palate %%

sound variation & & A8 &
speech B 15

stress

stress shift HE B
stressed syllable B HET 77
stress-shift E S H#H

strong form R,

suffix J54%

syllable 35

syllabic consonant 155
tail & &

tip of the tongue FH4R

tone group ARE

tone

tongue &

two-syllable word X3 1714
upper lip FJE

upper teeth b1k

utterance i5ig

uvula /NF

velar KBS

vocal cords FHF

voiced consonant M HH
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