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1. Goodbye School

Roald Dahl

It was a tremendous thing in those days for a young man to leave school to work

independently. Each new day demanded new ideas and one could never be sure

whether he was going to come up with them or not.

uring my last year at Repton, my mother said to me, “Would

you like to go to Oxford or Cambridge when you leave

school?” In those days it was not difficult to get into either
of these great universities so long as you could pay.

“No, thank you,” I said. “I want to go straight from school to
work for a company that will send me to wonderful faraway places
like Africa or China.”

You must remember that there was virtually no air travel in the early
1930s. Africa was two weeks away from England by boat and it took
you about five weeks to get to China. These were distant and magic
lands and nobody went there just for a holiday. You went there to
work. Nowadays you can go anywhere in the world in a few hours and
nothing is tabulous any more. But it was a very different matter in 1934.

So during my last term I applied for a job only to those companies
that would be sure to send me abroad. They were the Shell Company
(Eastern Staff), Imperial Chemicals (Eastern Staff) and a Finnish’
lumber company whose name I have forgotten.

[ was accepted by Imperial Chemicals and by the Finnish lumber
company, but for some reason I wanted most of all to get into the
Shell Company. When the day came for me to go up to London for
this interview, my Housemaster told me it was ridiculous for me
even to try. “The Eastern Staff of Shell are the créme de la créme’,”
he said. “There will be at least one hundred applicants and about five

1. fabulous /'fzbjules/ a. HAH,
HUEEH

2. Finnish /'finxf/ a. 3F2%H, 3F2
AHY

3. lumber /'lamba/ n. A4t

4.creme de la créme /krem-
dola'krem / ¥54E BILFHF
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5. prefect /'prifekt/ n. (BREA¥ P
FMEFLRN) RK HK

6. mutter /'mats/ vt. HEMIHWR
IR

7. fling /im/ n. —BE9FT 5K

8. outfit /aotfit/ n. (hEITEM)
—@A

9. Ariel fearal/ n. RER— (RE
ENAFMEEZ—  HAEFER)

10. helmet /'helmxt/ n. @2

11. goggles /'gogls/ n. (BHEEELY
RENH) FER

12. waders /'weidaz/ n. BGeh 7K B

13. swish fswif/ vi. BIRIMbIF NS 1T

14. supercilious /sjupa'silias/ a. B
2O . BEH

15. boozer /'bu:za/ n. HiR#E

16. stroll /stravl/ n. #%5 | RE

17. zoom /zum/ vi. EBE (B
fa) B4R

18. trudge /trads/ vi. @R
E

::19:d§solale [desaltt/ a. TR .

EABE

vacancies. Nobody has a hope unless he’s been Head of the School or
Head of the House, and you aren’t even a House Pretece !”

My Housemaster was right about the applicants. There were one
hundred and seven boys waiting to be interviewed when I arrived
at the Head Office of the Shell Company in London. And there
were seven places to be filled. Please don’t ask me how I got one of
those places. I don’t know myself. But get it I did, and when I told
my Housemaster the good news on my return to school, he didn’t
congratulate me or shake me warmly by the hand. He turned away
muttering, “All I can say is I'm damned glad I don’t own any shares
in Shell.”

I didn’t care any longer what my Housemaster thought. I was all
set. I had a career. It was lovely. I was to leave school for ever in July
1934 and join the Shell Company two months later in September
when I would be exactly eighteen. I was to be an Eastern Staff
Trainee at a salary of five pounds a week.

That summer, for the first time in my life, I did not accompany
the family to Norway. I somehow felt the need for a special kind
of last fling before I became a businessman. So while still at school
during my last term, I signed up to spend August with something
called “The Public Schools’ Exploring Society”. The leader of this
outfit’ was a man who had gone with Captain Scott on his last
expedition to the South Pole, and he was taking a party of senior
school boys to explore the interior of Newfoundland during the
summer holidays. It sounded like fun.

Without the slightest regret I said goodbye to Repton tor ever and
rode back to Kent on my motorbike. This splendid machine was a
500 cc Aricl which I had bought the year before for eighteen pounds,
and during my last term at Repton I kept it secretly in a garage along
the Willington road about two miles away. On Sundays I used to
walk to the garage and disguise myself in helmet , old
raincoat and rubber waders ~ and ride all over Derbyshire. It was fun
to go roaring through Repton itself with nobody knowing who you
were, swishing'  past the masters walking in the street and circling
around the dangerous supercilions’ School Boozers' out for their
Sunday strolls . I tremble to think what would have happened to me
had I been caught, but I wasn’t caught. So on the last day of term I
zoomed ' joyfully away and left school behind me for ever and ever.
I was not quite eighteen.

I had only two days at home before I was off to Newfoundland
with the Public Schools’ Explorers. Our ship sailed from Liverpool
at the beginning of August and took six days to reach St John'’s.
There were about thirty boys of my own age on the expedition as
well as four experienced adult leaders. But Newfoundland, as I soon
found out, was not much of a country. For three weeks we trudged ™
all over that desolate'” land with enormous loads on our backs. We
carried tents and groundsheets and sleeping-bags and saucepans and
food and axes and everything else one needs in the interior of an

TOOO
y 8 'H-,\]L S



unmapped, uninhabitable and inhospitable country. My own load,
I know, weighed exactly one hundred and fourteen pounds, and
someone else always had to help me hoist™ the rucksack™ on to my
back in the mornings. We lived on pemmican™ and lentils™, and the
Long March from the north to the south of the island and back again
suffered a good deal from lack of food. I can remember very clearly
how we experimented with eating boiled lichen™ and reindeer
moss  to supplement our diet. But it was a genuine adventure and I
returned home hard and fit and ready for anything.

There followed two years of intensive training with the Shell
Company in England. We were seven trainees in that year’s group
and each one of us was being carefully prepared to uphold the
majesty of the Shell Company in one or another remote tropical
country. We spent weeks at the huge Shell Haven Refinery with a
special instructor who taught us all about fuel oil and diesel oil and
gas oil and lubricating oil” and kerosene and gasoline.

After that we spent months at the Head Office in London
learning how the great company functioned from the inside. Then
[ was assigned to work independently. 1 enjoyed my work, I really
did. T began to realize how simple life could be if one had a regular
routine to follow with fixed hours and a fixed salary and very little
original thinking to do.

1,081 words
From Boy: Tales of Childlood,

published by Jonathan Cape Ltd., 1984

20. hoist /hoxst/ v FHi2 . 2

21. rucksack /'raksek/ n. AEHE

22. pemmican /'pemikan/ n. ABEE
i

23.lentil /lenttl/ n. RE (WRBERK
ta¥))

24. lichen /'latkan/ n. [4&] #b3%

25. reindeer moss /'rein.d1a mps/

(4] Y

26. majesty /meadzist/ n. B &
h L BE

27. lubricating oil /lwbrikertm/ ;88
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Comprehension Exercises

Decide on the best choice to answer or complete each of the following.

1. Young people could go to Oxford or Cambridge in those days
A. after they took the entrance examination for university
B. only if they could afford the university fees
C. if they wanted to become scholars in a certain field
D. because education there was free

2. Which of the following places do you think the author would wish to work?
A. London. B. Dublin. C. Oxford. D. Shanghai.
3. The Housemaster didn‘t think that the author could obtain the job in the Shell Company
because :
A. the members of its Eastern Staff were very talented
B. competition for getting the job was very intense
C. the author had never taken a position of responsibility in the school
D. all of the above

4. How did the author spend his time between leaving school and starting work?
A. He took part in interviews for other jobs.
B. He followed Captain Scott’s example to the South Pole.
C. He bought himself a motorbike and rode it on Sundays.
D. He explored the interior of Newfoundland with a party of senior school boys.

5.The author regarded his expedition to Newfoundland as a genuine adventure because

A. it was the first time in his life he did not accompany his family to travel
B. he indeed appreciated going out with the boys of his own age

C. it prepared him spiritually and physically for his future work

D. it was really exciting and adventurous on Newfoundland

6. What priority should a businessman have according to the author?
A. Simple routine work. B. Right and duty.
C. Self-respect and dignity. D. An ambition.

- Vocabulary check: Find a word in the text for each definition below.

1. ashort period of energetic activity or enjoyment:  fling

SRS S — ISR

2. unfriendly towards other people and scornful of them:  supercilious

3. go very quickly:  zoom
4. walk slowly and with heavy steps: _ trudge
5. lift or pull up:  hoist



- Questions for discussion.

1. What preparations are you going to make before you graduate from university?

2. What is the life of a writer like compared with the life of a businessman?

[ Reading Skills |

Reading for the Main Idea (Part | )

—Recognizing Topics and Main Ideas

By “reading comprehension” , we mean the ability to understand an article or a passage.
If a student is “good at reading comprehension” , then, with a high degree of efficiency, he or
she is able to recognize the topic of a paragraph and the main ideas presented.

The paragraph topic can be presented in key words, which are closely related to the
main idea and are of crucial significance to the understanding of the paragraph. The
main idea can be presented in a complete sentence which covers the whole content of the
paragraph and says something about the topic.

Here are some examples from the text:

Paragraph 5

Paragraph Topic: application for a job

Main Idea: There was severe competition for the job he wanted.

Paragraph 8
Paragraph Topic: decision to travel with his contemporaries
Main Idea: The author decided to take a special training trip before becoming a businessman.

Paragraph 10

Paragraph Topic: a genuine adventure

Main Idea: The country he went to was unpleasant, but the trip was nevertheless
exciting and full of challenges.

Exercises

Read each of the following paragraphs and answer the multiple choice questions that come
after it.

Paragraph 1

The Statue of Liberty in New Jersey waters outside New York Harbor is sheathed (% i) in

(UNIT | ]



copper of average thickness 2 mm. The statue is 50 m high and some 80 metric tons copper
was required for its fabrication. It is probable that few projects before or since the Statue’ s
construction in 1876-1885 ever required as much copper. Nonetheless, no historical records
have yet been found to indicate positively the source of copper. It has been widely rumored
that the copper used in the building of the Statue of Liberty in New Jersey came from Visnes
Copper Mines at Karmoy near Stavanger in Norway.

1. What is the main topic of the paragraph?
A. Where the copper came from that built the Statue of Liberty.
B. The source of the copper that gives the Statue of Liberty its surface.
C. The mystery of who supplied the copper to make the Statue.
D. The gift from Norway.

2. Which of the following sentences indicates the main idea?
A. The Statue of Liberty was a big project compared to others.
B. The Statue of Liberty was probably not made of copper from America.
C. The copper used required a lot of fabrication.
D. The Statue is covered with so much copper yet we don't know for certain where it comes from.

Paragraph 2

In America, the corresponding transformation and development of mechanical
engineering did not take place until after 1850. The key development was the invention of the
steam engine, which made available large quantities of cheap and dependable power. Those
civil engineers concerned with machines were called mechanical engineers, and as new
sciences and skills developed, they became specialists in the new profession. Watt’ s successful
engine also spurred application of steam power to water, land, and air transportation. The
engineering problems in adapting the steam engine to shipboard use were the least difficult,
and by 1786 several inventions had constructed mechanical boats. In 1807 Robert Fulton
came up with the winning combination of a dependable Watt engine, an improved hull
design, and strong political backing. With the advent of high pressure engines and iron rails,
the steam locomotive became practical.

1. The central idea of this paragraph is '

A. an overview of inventions led to the profession of mechanical engineering

B. mechanical inventions influenced the Industrial Revolution

C. major American inventions were raised from the Industrial Revolution

D. mechanical engineering in America had undergone its transformation and development
2. The paragraph following it most probably discusses

A. other developments in mechanical engineering

B. the steam engine

C. the steam locomotive

D. air transportation

I UNIT [




2. The Saturday'Evening Post

Russell Baker

Introduction

“If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.” This was the battle cry with which my
mother constantly sent me back into the hopeless struggle whenever | moaned' that |
had rung every doorbell in town and knew there wasn't a single potential buyer left.

hen I turned eight years old my mother decided that the

g R ’ job of starting me on the road toward making something

of myself could no longer be safely delayed. “Buddy,”

she said one day,“I want you to come home right after school this
afternoon. Somebody’s coming and I want you to meet him.”

When I burst in that afternoon she was in conference with an
executive of the Curtis Publishing Company. She introduced me.
He bent low from the waist and shook my hand. Was it true as my
mother had told him, he asked, that I longed for the opportunity to
conquer the world of business?

My mother replied that I was blessed with a rare determination to
make something of myself.

“That’s right,” I whispered.

“But have you got the grit’, the character, the never-say-quit spirit
it takes to succeed in business?”

My mother said I certainly did.

“That’s right,” I said.

He eyed me silently for a long pause, as though weighing
whether T could be trusted to keep his confidence, then spoke man-

¢ to-man. Before taking a crucial step, he said he wanted to advise me
that working for the Curtis Publishing Company placed enormous
responsibility on a young man. It was one of the great companies of
America. Perhaps the greatest publishing house in the world. I had




