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Welcome Letter for New First-Year Students

Dear First-Year Student,

Welcome to your first year at the Univer-
sity of Ottawa! The University of Ottawa is car-
rying out a number of measures to improve the
quality of the first-year experience (FYE) and
increase the success of our beginning students.

The “first year experience” concept is an
attempt to make certain that our UO first-year
students are supported through the use of first-
year student advisors, orientation (# &4 &)
classes, freshman activities, and increased in-
teraction with faculty outside the classroom.
Upon the completion of the first year, you
should feel more positive about yourself, be-
cause you will be more confident and have the
tools necessary to achieve both academic (% £
#9) and life-long goals.

Your first semester can be exciting and
frustrating (4~AiR+&) at the same time. Through
this letter I am offering to help in any way pos-
sible as you deal with those frustrations. At the

Reading Time: 5 1/2 minutes ng

same time, [ want you to know that there are
many offices here on campus that can help you
manage both the academic and student life as-
pects of your University of Ottawa experience.
I want your first year here to be enjoyable in
every way. You are special to the UO commu-
nity and I want you to feel that way.

As I look back on my own education here
at the University of Ottawa, I have some
thoughts I'd like to share. Yes, [ am a proud UO
alumna, mom, teacher and student advisor!

“If1 could start my college experience over,
what would I do differently in my first year?”

I'would definitely prepare myself better for
the change from my sheltered (%4 #) high
school life to a life of independence. I would
plan my college career path better by exploring
career choices earlier in the game, getting bet-
ter advice on what classes to take, taking classes
at levels that matched my ability (and not too
hard, of course), studying harder than I did, and
trying not to be too frightened to ask for help. I

Unit 1



Text A-1

would get to know my advisor early and con- a couple!)
tact him/her often. I would also have: Maybe you've heard all this before, but
® taken more “fun” classes and explored these ideas are certainly useful. You have begun
more of my interests; a wonderfully exciting journey. Your world,
® tried to become better at studying be- which is changing now, will get larger and more
cause not making good use of my time is what interesting every day! Stay in touch. Please fre-
held me back the most; quently check out our website (http:/uottawa.
® met more people, made better friends edu/fye) to help you in your first year here.
sooner, and definitely taken part in campus ac- Have a great first semester!
tivities earlier;
® [ooked for leadership positions in col- Sincerely,
lege that would look good on my resume (#
) ; Carlota Jackson
® made sure | gained some work experi- Director, First-Year Experience
ence in my major field early in my college 428-640-4880
career; cjackson(@uottawa.edu

® stepped out and experienced Ottawa
events and activities such as the Gatineau Park, 528 words
Parliament Hill, the Art Museum, the Rideau

Yi Reading Time:
Canal sooner; and finally, gl o B

® not missed any classes! (Or, maybe just

ca

Compreheunsion Exercise
Select the most appropriate answer for each of the fol-
lowing questions.

1. The chief purpose of the FYE program at UO is to a
A) help its first-year students to form good study habits
B) increase student interaction with the faculty
C) meet the needs of its first-year students
D) assist beginning students in making full use of univer-
sity facilities

2. By saying that she is “a proud UO alumna”, the writer means
that

A) she is a former employee of UO
B) she is an academic advisor at UO

+2. Unit 1



C) she is a director at UO
D) she is a former student of UO

What does the writer mean when she says “I would plan
my college career path better by exploring career choices
earlier in the game”?

A) Her college career would have been more successful, if
she had taken a more active part in college sport
activities.

B) Her college career would have been better planned, if
she had checked all future job choices earlier in her
college path. ]

C) Her college career would have been better arranged, if
she hadn’t played so many computer games.

D) Her college career would have been more satisfactory,
if she had been good at team games.

According to the text, the writer believes that in her first
year she should have . :

A) taken part-time jobs to increase her ability

B) chosen more interesting courses

C) taken an active part in community affairs

D) managed her time more wisely

We know from the text that the first year of college

A) can cause many students to feel upset

B) is a wonderful experience for many students
C) is full of hardships for many students

D) can be problem free for many students

Unit 1
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- - Text A-2

4.

Student Opinion

Reading Time: 5 1/2 minutes @

Tim Dunedin
Degree: BM (Hons)
From: Edinburgh

Why Manchester University?

I’'m a second-year medical student and so far I really love it. 'm from
Edinburgh which I suppose I should really miss more, but I like it here too
much. My mum wanted me to stay in Edinburgh, but Manchester has the
biggest and best medical school in the UK, and from the minute I saw this
fantastic university I decided I had to come here.

My degree A {

We have 26 hours of classes a week and there are roughly two types of
classes for second-year medical students: classes that deal with the science
in medicine, and those that are devoted to the art of medicine, that is,
giving medical service with a humane (Aif ) touch. We also have group
learning sessions, which really help you to connect with other students in
your year and also help you to learn and remember more — which is great
when it comes to exams.

As second-year students, we can only take histories (% /) , conduct
physical examinations, measure and record blood pressure and pulse rate
(#4%) , and generally be an extra set of eyes for the doctor treating the

Unit 1




Text A-2

patient.

Student life

In my spare time, I go swimming. I trained at my home club and I
now train for four hours a week with the University club. We usually go
out to a nearby bar called Jingles afterwards. Swimming has really made
me feel more at home here. I would definitely advise other new students to
join a club or society. It is a great way of making new friends outside your
course and, of course, learn new skills.

There are lots of clubs and societies to choose from: course-related
ones, sports, choir — and even things like Chinese Kung Fu.

I also have a part-time job in a grocery store in town. As long as you
have your study time organized, a part-time job is a pretty good idea.

Accommodation

As for accommodation (4£7) — apply as soon as you can. I waited
until summer and got my last choice but I'm glad I did. I lived in Melburn
House in Greenfield in the first year, which is a short journey on the bus.
We have a common room in our flats (not all places do), laundry, nearby
supermarket and our own bar.

Some of my new friends are in catered (42 4:484 49) halls but I chose
self-catered because it offered more flexibility for my classes. You can share
things such as food with your roommates and also cook together. It saves
time, effort, money and a lot of washing up.

Living in Manchester

In Manchester, you never get bored. Oxford Road is the king of all
roads and pretty much everything you need will be on or off it. There are
also so many shops in Manchester. The Johnson Centre near Walton is
good and only a short walk away and the Kingston Mall is only a bus ride
away — it’s huge, and has every possible shop in the world and really nice
places to eat.

All I can say is Manchester University is a good place to study at. It is
a vibrant, multicultural place with excellent resources, lots to do and see
and will get you a degree that will be recognized anywhere.

553 words
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Do the following statements agree with the information
given in the text? _ e i rrodds sl

Comprehension Exercise |

In blanks 1-5 write
Y for YES, if the statement agrees with the information;
N for NO, if the statement contradicts the information;
NG for NOT GIVEN, if there is no information on this in the text.

1. Tim Dunedin doesn’t really miss Edinburgh.

2. Most of Tim's day is filled with lectures, labs and small
group activities.

3. In general, second-year medical students can help
doctors examine their patients.

4. Swimming has helped Tim feel more at home because
by joining the swimming club, he made more friends.

5. Melbum House was Tim's first choice of accommodation.

Complete the untonces bolow uslnu a word or words

s AL

6. Meals can be prepared at any time of the day in self-catered halls,
therefore self-catered halls offer more for classes.

7. Manchester University is an excellent university and the degrees
it awards all over the world.
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