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Foreword
by Qingyun Ma
Dean of the USC School of Architecture

Ehrlich Architects is either very L.A. or not L.A. at all. Their work immediately
acquires L.A.-ness in its modern and slick look: sophisticated, luxurious, and
even ephemeral. But they have no place or refuse to be placed in the typical
L.A. dichotomy between those whose individual voices and styles feed the
need of the idiosyncratic elite and practice on their celebrity in parallel and
those who dwell on a generic notion of the modern and proliferate around the
world with a kind of “know-how” authority.

The nature of Ehrlich Architects, their work and practice—defined but not
definite, refined but regenerating—could very well represent the most
sustainable strategy facing the ever increasing global architecture industry or
market. | am thinking of China in particular. The work is tactile and materially-
rich, speaking to the lost tradition of material and craft. They order physical
elements carefully—sometimes too carefully—and interact with a sense of life
being programmed and mediated—again, a very Eastern notion. They set up
spectacles and awesome spaces that can respond to a very visual and literate
aesthetic that still persists in Asia regardless of the half-century-old trend of
abstract art.

At the backbone of the practice and principles is a sense of flexibility and
adaptability, which alludes to Founder Steven Ehrlich’s early exposure to
cultures that are much more regenerative than monumental. The readiness
to search for the next possible dialogue between space and form not only
contributes to an architecture that is specific to changing cultural conditions
but also brings more intense chemistry in their work.
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Ehrlich Architects

by Sam Lubell

In a profession filled with outsized ego and esoteric theory Ehrlich Architects’
have a different set of priorities.

Their passion is not creating sculptural forms that become singular art
pieces. Their passion is practicing what founder Steven Ehrlich calls the
“social art” of architecture, creating elegant, inspiring spaces that bring
communities together and reflect and enhance those communities’ values.

Of course each building is beautiful; revealing the firm’s confident mastery of
material, space and visual exuberance. But more than that, each building has
a story to tell. Ehrlich doesn’t write that story himself. He unlocks it by solving
its inherent riddle.

“Something magical happens that you can never foresee,” explains Ehrlich. A
site restriction might inspire a building’s defining asset; a cultural motif might
be abstracted into something completely new; an informal, even forgotten
space might become the heart of a building. “It's about understanding the
cultural nature of a project,” he adds. Every project, is about “unlocking the
potential,” not dictating it.

Ehrlich is a listener, not a lecturer, and that philosophy filters to every corner of
his office.

“When we are meeting with a client we tell them that we see this as a
collaborative process and that they should be prepared to spend some
time and energy on the project,” said firm Principal Takashi Yanai. “It's not
the kind of thing where they hire us and go away and we come back with a
masterpiece.”

It's an approach that stemmed early on from Ehrlich’s significant exposure to






