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j had the pleasure of meeting Michael Nusbaum in 2011 when he visited my university
in the United States to discuss his ideas for a partnership for international student exchan-
ges between China and the United States. As the Director of English Language Programs
at Rowan University in New Jersey, | was very interested in meeting Michael and was im-
mediately impressed with his knowledge of the field of TESOL and extensive experience
living and working in China. Michael visited the classes at my English Language Pro-
gram, and spent time talking with some of our students from China. Our students were
very impressed with Michael’s fluency in Mandarin and knowledge of Chinese ways and
culture. Michael had been living and studying Mandarin in China for four years at that
time. The degree of fluency achieved in such a short period of time is a testament to
Michael’s prodigious language skills, which also includes varying degrees of fluency in
Hebrew. Spanish and German. Michael has been teaching English, including IELTS test
prep, for eight years in China and other countries, and taught Hebrew while in college.
His passion for language is evident, and his attention to detail and cultural awareness
places him in an elite category.
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B 2D B TE A VUAE T, fth B 1 IE 2 %61 A4 BsF 1] P 2 A dn otk ) A 3l 0, PRt ERA T
Z A RARIES K, X RREMIT FAEKE, I EREENRANERE L.
At EEHAEFH T ENEE, L aERE (ELTS), b, MbEXFER,
A BN, T WA T 5 5 A B, % i T RO RR, X AR
A AREHERTTS .



Wang Yu is equally impressive in linguistic and cross-cultural achievement. Wang Yu
studied Simultaneous Interpreting at Newcastle University in England and has many years
of experience in interpreting, translating, teaching, textbook writing. and cross-cultur-
al consultation. Together, Michael Nusbaum and Wang Yu make a powerful team,
bringing linguistic expertise. fluency in English and Mandarin. and years of experience in
English language teaching. including IELTS test preparation. Their personal language
learning experiences and proficiencies combined with their understanding of the IELTS
Writing Part 2 from both the Chinese and English perspectives make them the perfect peo-
ple to author this IELTS Writing Part 2 Handbook.
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The attention .to detail and linguistic, as well as cross-cultural, expertise that Michael
and Wang Yu bring to this project is immediately evident in this book. For any student
planning on taking the IELTS, this book will play a considerable role in preparing you for
the test. It immediately outlines the types of essays presented to the test taker, such as
argumentative, cause/effect, and opinion/viewpoint. This is followed by the criteria by
which you, the test taker, will be evaluated. The authors follow this with pragmatic ad-
vice for the novice test-taker, including: read the question carefully, take a neutral
stance when writing an argumentative essay, and, most importantly, read in English ev-
ery day. The authors then step you through the detailed process of writing an essay in va-
rious genres. Following this detailed step-by-step instructional guide are multiple well-
structured informative essays. To assist you further in understanding the expectations of
the test, the authors include a chapter called “essay critiques”, in which the authors
skillfully critique student essays, identifying areas of strengths and weaknesses and provi-
ding an IELTS score based on their critique.
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The test-taker using this book will not only benefit from the skills outlined here for writ-
ing an essay, but also from the wealth of topical information provided with each essay.
Some of the topics include space exploration, international aid, the influence of advertis-
ing, and animal experiments. Full of interesting and relevant information, you will learn
a great deal about many topics, which will do you well when taking the IELTS,.
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Based on my experience as Director of the IELP at Rowan University combined with multi-
ple years of experience teaching English in the United States and abroad, I think that the
two most critical pieces of advice provided by the authors are these: write concisely and
read in English every day. Academic English, especially in the United States, is expec-
ted to be efficient. Writers are expected to express opinions, to support those opinions
with adequate outside sources, and to do this as concisely as possible. To write in this ef-
ficient manner, you need both depth and breadth of vocabulary which only comes frgm
reading extensively in the target language. By reading extensively, you will begin to ab-
sorb the American English style of writing concisely. And, through reading, you will
~ begin to accumulate the information needed to develop opinions and adequately support
your opinions and theses. In all of my experience, including a multitude of feedback re-
ceived from university writing professors, I believe that the biggest obstacle to interna-
tional students’ success in writing is a lack of reading in the target language—English.
Read this book thoroughly and practice writing the essays, but don’t stop there. Take
the authors’ advice and read in English often; in doing so, you will see great improve-
ment in your writing.
mﬁﬁﬁgikiﬁﬁﬁikﬁiﬁiﬁgfﬁ H (IELP: Intensive English Language Pro-
gram) BeiRIIZE, I ERAEEEMEI ZEMIIBEH LY, RiNK, EZELREE
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The authors have achieved great success and expertise in language learning, teaching, in-
terpretation, translation, and test preparation. Based on their combined achievements,
you will be wise to use this book as an integral part of your IELTS test preparation, and
to heed the many useful pieces of advice that Michael Nusbaum and Wang Yu so eloquent-
ly display throughout these pages.
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Jacqueline M‘cCafferty

Director, English Language Programs
Rowan University

New Jersey
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Basic Tips on How to Take IELTS

HBEBLSENRIAEN

By IELTS Examiner Tim Cornwall
B % E Tim Cornwall

To prepare for the test

EA & i

Read lots of books [ K& 5

Watch educational TV programs MEH BB H
Write extra homework assignments 246\ fl145 >
Review mistakes and try to correct [A|i4E iR, 22Xk 1F
Learn more vocabulary 2% 2] 8 £ ia]j[

Learn to listen i £

Practice pronunciation %> % &

Practice speaking slowly 1818253 (15

Take chances—speak up #U{FHLL, KRB UL K

10. Find ways to enjoy your studies—music, games... {F|EZJ0HFR, WHF K. I
x5

Day before the test

E &K —X

1. Get some exercise fff— iz 7

Have some fun F.( b 25 B¢

Enjoy a great dinner Wz —1§i £ £

Watch some English TV F—tb¥iE i 345 H
Go to bed early . &5 B

[ " A ]




Morning of the test

EEXHNE L

1

Enjoy a good breakfast FZ#f -4

2. Do not drink too much REEE K &K
3.
4
5)

Wear your favorite clothes % fx 5 U i) & IR

. Arrive early £ 5.3 % 17
. Go to the toilet before the test g2y

During the Test

=% A

Listening

Wr 71

1. Follow the instructions very carefully A H i <Fi5 /R

2. Listen carefully at all times M3k %l B2 & IA BT

3. Answers come in the same order as the questions, so answer one-by-one [1] 81 f1Z & —
AR AR DU L BUAY By A — R — 0 b £

4. If you miss a question, do not worry {RUM/RIE | —&L, ANEFH.L

5. Write clearly and use abbreviations INEHE, FHFEHGES

6. If you do not know the spelling, write what you can {RUIM{RASHIIE 816 /E 4895, 5t
RES IR RIE K

7. Check spelling and vocabulary after the listening is finished Wy 145 % J5 ¥ B S e

8. If you do not know an answer, guess {RUMRAFIEEZRE, BMEFHAZES

9. Be careful before you change an answer {&{i& £ E =&

10. Transfer answers quickly and carefully and then review again and again %5 % & f i}

R, HBEHL, ZFE A

Reading
I3 132

g st S A ol L B

S R 2

Decide which reading is easiest and do first BF& 43 5 (A B8 5 2 B0 5B 4
Take 20 minutes for each reading selections [5)§E %5 #B 53 &4 EL 20 434
Read the questions carefully 1A B8 &

Read topic sentences to each paragraph first Bt (/R 2561

Gilve the answers exactly as asked % H8 0] i 5 & %

Check spelling as it is important {685, XBHEE

Follow the word limits on answers % i PR & 75Uk 2 8
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8. Make certain answers in the correct spaces 2 5 A IEHi 25 88
9. If you change answers, be 100% certain before making any change B K& =

10. If you do not know an answer, guess {RUMRAHIAEZ SR, EMEFHAESE

Writing

S

1. Read both questions first BRGNS ] #6158 —

2. Write enough words for both tasks Fi#k &R 5 5 % 5

3. Take 20 minutes (no more) to do Task 1 7E5—#srH (&%) 1k 20 54

4. In Task 1. include an introduction in you own words 5% —& 8, BANBAEH
HOMIEEMS

5. In Task 1. write an overview without using numbers 5% —#p 400, ALK [ F
Na B E BT

6. In Task 1. use numbers if it is a chart 55—, 052 E R sl BT

7. With Task 2 take 35 minutes (no more) fE5% &4 (&5Z%%) 1€ 35 24

8. With Task 2, answer all parts of the question (1, 2 or 3 parts) H5—4raf, 2@
e P A A (ARG :

9. Use complex sentences, difficult words and paragraphs {8 & 24 5] 1. £ XEEERYiA]
LB

10. Review your work when finished 5 5¢ 15 ¥ £r

Speaking

g

1. Pretend the interviewer is a favorite uncle i %% B 25 50 1 UL
Speak slowly 15 3% 218

Answer the question asked [a]{f 4 %44

Use long answers H{ 4]

Give extra information f£{L%i M5 B

‘Answer the question “why” before it is asked ZE& AR “KHt27, %‘@;ﬂ‘ A FE3h
%

7. Give answers to show your English ability B REABL/R AT 1E K F
8. 1f you need to, lie, the examiner won't know 7 %37 I i 16 K HE
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IELTS Writing and Rubric

HBEESB DB TR D IRE

AT RAENHERSIE A R — . 05t af 8] BR & 717 BB 1 .

Task One Task Two
Report (A) Essay
Time 20’ 40’
Word count 150w 250w

IELTS is short for The International English Language Testing System. According to
IELTS Handbook (2007), in IELTS Academic Writing Task 1, candidates are asked to
describe some information (graph/table/chart/diagram), and to present the description in
their own words. Depending on the type of input and the task suggested, candidates are
assessed on their ability to:

* organize, present and possibly compare data

* describe the stages of a process or procedure

* describe an object or event or sequence of events

¢ explain how something works

In Task 2 candidates are presented with a point of view or argument or problem. Candi-
dates are assessed on their ability to:

* present the solution to a problem

» present and justify an opinion

» compare and contrast evidence, opinions and implications

* evaluate and challenge ideas, evidence or an argument.

The issues raised are of general interest to, suitable for and easily understood by candi-

dates entering undergraduate or postgraduate studies or seeking professional registration.

The descriptors apply to both the Academic and General Training Modules and are based
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on the following criteria. Task 1 responses are assessed on:

e Task Achievement

¢ Coherence and Cohesion

e [exical Resource

e Grammatical Range and Accuracy

Task 2 responses are assessed on:

e Task Response

* Coherence and Cohesion

e Lexical Resource

e Grammatical Range and Accuracy.

P St B 4

HESERBE MR IVRE

http: //www. ielts. org/pdf/Writing % 20Band % 20descriptors %20 Task %202. pdf

Rubric

IELTS

IELTS Writing band descriptors (Public version)
HERERABENRIFE (AR

Task 2
Band Task Response Coherence and Cohesion Lexical Resource Grammatical Range
and Accuracy
9 ¢ fully addresses all parts of the task | # uses cohesion in such a way that it + uses a wide range of vocabulary with | ¢ uses a wide range of structures
+ presents a fully developed position attracts no attention very natural and sophisticated control with full fiexibility and accuracy,

in answer to the question with
relevant, fully extended and well

+ skilfully manages paragraphing

of lexical features; rare minor errors
occur only as ‘slips’

rare minor errors occur only as
‘slips’

+ uses paragraphing, but not always
logicalty

supported ideas
8 + sufficiently addresses all parts of * sequences information and ideas + uses a wide range of vocabulary + uses a wide range of structures
the task logically fluently and fiexibly to convey precise | « the majority of sentences are efor-
+ presents a well-developed + manages all aspects of cohesion well meanings free
response to the question with + uses paragraphing sufficiently and « skilfully uses uncommon lexical items | ¢ makes only very occasional efrors
relevant, extended and supported appropriately but there may be occasional or inappropriacies
ideas inaccuracies in word choice and
collocation
¢ produces rare errors in spelling
and/or word formation :
7 ¢ addresses all parts of the task + logically organises information and + uses a sufficient range of vocabulary | e uses a variety of complex
¢ presents a clear position throughout ideas; there is clear progression to allow some flexibility and precision structures
the response throughout + uses less common lexical items with | ¢ produces frequent error-free
+ presents, extends and supports + uses a range of cohesive devices some awareness of style and sentences
main ideas, but there may be a appropriately although there may be collocation « has good control of grammar and
tendency to overgeneralise and/or some under-/over-use + may produce occasional errors in punctuation but may make a few
supporting ideas may lack focus + presents a clear central topic within word choice, spelling and/or word errors
each paragraph formation
6 ¢ addresses all parts of the task + arranges information and Ideas + uses an adequate range of * uses a mix of simple and complex
although some parts may be more .| coherently and there is a clear overall vocabulary for the task sentence forms
fully covered than others progression + attempts to use less common + makes some errors in grammar and
+ presents a relevant position ¢ uses cohesive devices effectively, but vocabulary but with some inaccuracy punctuation but they rarely reduce
although the conclusions may cohesion within and/or between + makes some errors in spelling and/or | communication
become unclear or repetitive sentences may be faulty or word formation, but they do not
+ presents relevant main ideas but mechanical impede communication
some may be inadequately + may not always use referencing
developed/unclear clearly or appropriately;
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IELTS Writing band descriptors (Public version)
HBEREEEI R (AR

« addresses the task only partially;

the format may be inappropriate in
places

expresses a position but the
development is not always clear
and there may be no conclusions
drawn

presents some main ideas but
these are limited and not sufficiently
developed; there may be irelevant
detail

+ presents information with some
organisation but there may be a lack
of overall progression

+ makes inadequate, inaccurate or
over-use of cohesive devices

+ may be repetitive because of lack of
referencing and substitution

+ may not write in paragraphs, or
paragraphing may be inadequate

¢ uses a limited range of vocabulary,
but this is minimally adequate for the
task

¢ may make noticeable errors in
spelling and/or word formation that
may cause some difficulty for the
reader

+ uses only a limited range of
structures

+ attempts complex sentences but
these tend to be less accurate than
simple sentences

+ may make frequent grammatical
errors and punctuation may be
faulty; errors can cause some
difficulty for the reader

responds to the task only in a
minimal way or the answer is
tangential; the format may be
inappropriate

presents a position but this is
unclear

presents some main ideas but
these are difficult to identify and
may be repetitive, irrelevant or not
well

+ presents information and ideas but
these are not arranged coherently
and there is no clear progression in
the response

+ uses some basic cohesive devices
but these may be inaccurate or
repetitive

¢ may not write in paragraphs or their
use may be confusing

¢ uses only basic vocabulary which
may be used repetitively or which
may be inappropriate for the task

¢ has limited control of word formation
and/or spelling; errors may cause
strain for the reader

+ uses only a very limited range of
structures with only rare use of
subordinate clauses

¢ some structures are accurate but
errors predominate, and
punctuation is often faulty

does not adequately address any
part of the task

does not express a clear position
presents few ideas, which are
largely undeveloped or irrelevant

?

¢ does not organise ideas logically

+ may use a very limited range of
cnhesive devices, and those used
ma;, i.ut indicate a logical relationship
between ideas

+ uses only a very limited range of
words and expressions with very
limited control of word formation
and/or spelling

+ errors may severely distort the
message

+ attempts sentence forms but errors
in grammar and punctuation
predominate and distort the
meaning

barely responds to the task
does not express a position
may attempt to present one or two
ideas but there is no development

¢ has very little control of
organisational features

« uses an extremely limited range of
vocabulary; essentially no control of
word formation and/or spelling

+ cannot use sentence formd except
in memorised phrases

answer is completely unrelated to
the task

+ fails to communicate any message

+ can only use a few isolated words

+ cannot use sentence forms at all

does not attend
does not attempt the task in any way
writes a totally memorised response

http: //www. chinaielts. org/downloads/UOBDs WritingT2. pdf

IELTS

IELTS Writing band descriptors (Public version)
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