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Abstract

Abstract

In the early 1990s, after over 7 decades of nongovernmental
higher education discontinuity and governmental higher education
monopolization, Russia’s nongovernmental higher education re-
vived. Recovery of Russia’s nongovernmental higher education was
a great issue in 20" century Russia,a “new” phenomenon in its edu-
cation area, and was significant to the development of Russia’s
higher education system and therefore the country construction.
However, researchers in China rarely discuss Russia’s nongovern-
mental higher education,let alone approach the topic from multiple
and objective perspectives. Therefore it is important to carry out a
study on Russia’s nongovernmental higher education and take a
close look at its characteristics and critical issues it faces. Lessons
drawn from Russia’s nongovernmental higher education develop-
ment can be taken as a reference for the development of China’s pri-
vate higher education.

This study reviews development of Russia’s nongovernmental
higher education over the last 200 years,focusing on four aspects or
concerns: policy-making, administration system, development phra-
ses and quality control,and summarizes its characteristics in differ-
ent phrases,issues it faced,and lessons that can be drawn from its
development. Applying Transition Theory and approaching the top-
ic from the perspective of Russia’s traditional Great-nationality
chauvinism culture, the study reveals causes of the rise and fall of

Russia’s nongovernmental higher education and social basis of its e-
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mergence and development, discusses obstacles it has to overcome
and look into its prospect,

Findings of the study include:

1. The development of Russia’s nongovernmental higher educa-
tion has not been smooth:it rose and fell;it was discontinued and
continued.

2. Public higher education being in the leading position and
nongovernmental higher education being the supplement,in Russia
people only choose nongovernmental higher education when they do
not have access to public universities.

3. Russia’s nongovernmental higher education appeared as a re-
sponse to the demand of individuals and society as a whole,and de-
veloped in the government-demand-oriented pattern. Guidance of
government policy has led it to meet government needs.

4, Russian government has been viewing nongovernmental
higher education from a utilitarian viewpoint,though it held differ-
ent attitudes toward development of nongovernmental higher edu-
cation in different periods.

5. National unified education standards have negative influence
on diversification of Russia’ nongovernmental higher education.
Under the pressure of unified standards and holding a pragmatic
position,nongovernmental higher education institutions have to de-
pend on state owned resources and trade their peculiarities and in-
dependence for room for development.

6. Anti-discrimination and equal treatment policymaking reflec-
ted government’s promotion of equity. However, government’s ac-
tions made the competition between public and nongovernmental
higher education only seemingly equal. Being held back by govern-

ment measures, nongovernmental higher education institutions had
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to seek their development in an unfair competition.

7. Emergence of nongovernmental higher education broke up
governmental higher education’s monopolization, made Russia’s
higher education system open and diversified, introduced market
competition into higher education area and improved its efficiency.
By providing programs that were not offered by public universities,
Russia’s nongovernmental higher education institutions contributed
to the economic construction of the country, and helped develop-
ment of educational services market and social stabilization.

8. Characteristics of Russia’s nongovernmental higher educa-
tion in different stages were influenced by social background of dif-
ferent periods and Russia’s traditional Great-nationality chauvinism
culture.

9. There are both social basis for Russia’s nongovernmental
higher education’s development, and factors hindering its expan-
sion., Healthy development of Russia’s nongovernmental higher ed-
ucation needs friendly policy environment which can enable nongov-

ernmental higher education have its inherent logic functions.
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