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PREFACE.

American teachers have long been wondering why they
have not secured bhetter results from their teaching of
English Grammar. They are finding their answer in the
fact that they have been attempting to teach much that
does not belong to the English language. In the words of
Richard Grant White, the American teachers have been
trying to ‘‘ Measure our English corn in Latin bushels.”
Imported Latinisms, such as ‘‘voice’’ and °‘gender,”
together with fictitious *‘ cages,”” ‘“moods,”’ ‘‘tenses,’’ etc.,
and equally fictitious rules, have consumed much valuable
time that should have been given to studying the realities
and beauties of the Janguage. The English language started
out with a scheme as complex and cumbersome as the
Greek and Latin languages, but it is gradually simplifying
itself. Some grammarians believe that in time the English
language will be as simple as the Chinese language. Real
grammar in English is to be found in a few pronoun-forms,
in one ‘‘case’’ of nouns, in the comparison of adjectives,
and, to a very limited extent, in verbs.

If this view is reasonable, then much valuable time is
wasted in giving our students exercises in parsing English
words according to forms borrowed from the Latin and
Greek. Though this is done with the avowed object of teach-
ing to read and write, it is almost valueless for that purpose.
What the teacher needs for his work in China is (1) a few
guiding principles for teaching the correct use of English
and (2) to daily drill his pupils in these principles. It is
constant use and practice, under never-failing watch and
correction, and not a bundle of rules committed to memory,
that make good writers and speakers. Certainly in our
work there is no place for dragging forward to attention




PREFACE

matters of disputed usage, nor are our pupils the persons
before whom to discuss nice and difficult points. Grammar
is a science, and is the reflective study of language. Have
we any right to impose the study of this science on our
students when they are working up a voeabulary and learn-
ing to speak, and before they are prepared to appreciate the
technicalities of grammar? We think not. Tet us give our
students what is essential, reserving the niceties for the
grammarians or for a later study.

Bearing this thought in mind, we looked around for a
text-book on grammar suited to the necds of our students,
and came across Newsom’s Grammar, which was especially
prepared for students of the Far East. The merits of this
Grammar are based upon what it excludes rather than
what it includes. Only the essentials of grammar have
been presented, and these have been stated in plain English,
while puzzling constructions have been carefully avoided.
By making use of the deductive method of treatment the
authors were able to get out a book characterized by clear-
ness and precision. Every principle and fact introduced is
carefully explained and illustrated by many examples.
Additional exercises set for analysis and diagram, which the
pupils must work out for themselves, are prepared to
.supplement the oral and written recitation.

In adapting the book for the use of Chinese schools, we
have substituted Chinese names for some of the foreign ones,
and altered some of the sentences to make them express
ideas more in keeping with Chinese thought. The defini-
tions and explanations have been translated into Chinese;
but the translation is put at the back of the book, so that it
will not obtrude itself on the student’s notice while he is
studying his English lesson. He needs to refer to it there
only when he requires help in understanding the English
definitions and explanations,
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR

SECTION 1
THE SENTENCE

DeriNiTion: A sentence is a combination of words used as a
statement, a question, or a command.

Upon the basis of their use there are three classes of
gentences, Declarative, Interrogative, and Imperative.

DerinrTion: (1) A sentence which makes a statement is calied
& Declarative sentence.

Exampres: Chang has two books.
The water buffalo is a useful animal.
The boy rides the pony.

DerinrrioN: (2) A sentence which asks a question is called an
Interrogative sentence.

Exampres: Has Hsiung a watch?
Is the window open?
Does this man live in Tientsin?

Dermvrrion: (3) A sentence which exzpresses a command is
celled an Imperative sentence.
Exampres: Study your lesson, Lan Hgiang.
Close your books, children.
Be quiet, boys.

EXERCISE I

Tell to which class of sentences each of the following
belongs.
The Pacific Ocean is east of Asia.
What sea is between China and Japan?
Did it rain yesterday?
The bamboo is tall. ,
Do not walk so fast. 21/’/'
Rain falls in Canton each month of the year.
(Close the gate, boys, when you enter the y;ml.
Does sugar cane grow in South China? )/
I bought a basket of sweet Potatoes;
Do not strike the pony. ;;;/'v

COPIDIP OO
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2 ENGLISH GRAMMAR

11. Japan has more than three thousand islands.
12. The English alphabet has twenty-six letters, i
13. Has your house a tile roof?
14. Set the basket on the table. o
»15. Much bamboo grows in China. ek
16. Where is the island of Formosa?
17. The Japanese are very industrious.
18. Why do you not come to see me ?
+19. Tell him that I cannot come till to-morrow.s»:=.
20. How much can a carpenter earn in a day?

EXERCISE 11

Write six statements, using suitable words in place of
dashes. N e
s1. The boyRaL# VT7&~ 4. The bat — 4
2. Thedoz—. 5. The wind —44°

s 8. The bird =102 *"("’,’ ' 6. The fish —.

EXERCISE III

Change these statements into interrogative sentences.

Exampres: The boy writes well. :
Does the boy write well? <. ., /00 s

1. The train runs fast. 4. The sun shines.
»2. It will rain to-day. 5. The merchant sells hats.
(78. The bell is r;ng’!ing,) . 6. Roses grow in the garden.
Doca st Wil Nans Zevoaly . Dot

EXERCISE IV

Use the following words and write six imperative sentences.
_ Exampre: Light the lamp.
(fhews, agidfitd oor A lesson book
window ; “letter sedan chair

Nores: 1. Require the children to commit to memory the four definitions
g'ven. 2. Give additional exampies illustrating the three kinds of sentences.
3. Send pupils to the blackboard to write the exercises. Be sure that the class
unders™ nds the directions for writing.

SECTION 2
PUNCTUATION

The first word of a sentence should begin with a capital.
Declarative and imperative sentences should usually bLe
followed by a period.



PUNCTUATION 3

Examrres: The bird is in the tree.
Be quiet, girls.

Declarative and imperative sentences which express strong
feeling should be followed by an exclamation point.

Exampres: What a strong wind is blowing !
Come here, quick !

An interrogative sentence should be followed by an
interrogation point.

Exampres: Who is that man ?
Is Hankow a large port ?

EXERCISE

Punctuate the following sentences.

1. Where is the Great Wall

2. Seethat burning house

8. Asia is the largest continent.
4. I have a letter from my friend
5. What a cruel man he is
6

4

8

9

. Where are you going*
. Of what is bread made
I have read the newspaper
. Don’t do that
10. Put your books on the desk
,11. 1 have never been in Japan.
12. Have you visited the Southern Islands
18. Tea grows in China
,14. Hitch the ponies to the cart.
15. Will you have a glass of water
+16. Have you ever seen a volcano
17. Chang Fei and Kwan Yii were brave generals
,18. Has China a cold or a warm climate 7
19. Open your books at page twenty-one
20. Last night the sea roared very loudly
21. Take these letters to the post office
22. How soon does the mail arrive
1 28. Have you read about Korea
24. The island of Formosa produces much camphor
25. Write to me often while I am in Shanghai.

Note: The teacher should refer to Rules for Punctuation given in theappendix
snd teach the marks, additional to those given, as the work requires them.,
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SECTION 3
THE NOUN

All words are divided into certain classes called Parts of
Speech.

There are eight parts of Speech: Nouns, Pronouns, Verbs,
Adjectives, Adverbs, Prepositions, Conjunctions, and Interjec-
tions.

The class to which a word belongs is determined, in
general, by its use in a sentence.

Derinition: A noun is the name of a person, a placc, or a
thing.

Examrres: desk, box, Liu, Nanking, America, house, cat.

There are two classes of nouns,—proper and common.

DerinrrioN: A proper noun is a name given to a ceriain
person, place, or thing.

Exampres: Asia, Hsin Ming, Chinese, Japan, Monday, Chibli.

A proper noun should begin with a capital letter.

DeriNiTicN: A common noun is & name given to one of a class
of objects.

Exampres: temple, shoe, chair, tree, basket, table.

EXERCISE I

Read these sentences, pointing out the proper and the
common nouns.

1. Hsiang Shan is a prelty village.
2. There are many dishes on the table, ¢ .
8. Wild animals are found in India.
4. The Yellow River flows into the Gulf of Pechihli.
/8.0 Tokyo is the largest city in Japan.?
/8. Gold is a valuable métal.c.
7. The carpenter uses many tools.
8. Hung Ming lost his pencil.
9. Pao Hang Found a dollar on the street.
10. The mountains near my home are very high.
11,7 Peking is the capital of Chinal®
ig I\TIM elelphant 1a¥a long tl'll;ﬂ\ P
ongolia is a deg%ndengy of Chi
14. Snow is found on Hlnxalny:ﬁx\l{%uutm.xs.
/15. Lm bought three oraqggs.



THE VERB &

16. My friend lives on Pao Shing street.

17. Thibet is on the western border of China.
187 Peking is surrounded by a wall.c.

19. Fine fruits are raised in southern China.
,20. Nanking Road is a very busy streef.

a4

EXERCISE II

Substitute for dashes proper and common nouns.

1. Many Chinese students study in ——.
2. — ruled for thirty-four years.
8. In the month of —— it rains very hard.
4. The — built a ——,
, 5. The'=== made me a coat.
6. My father sold his ==——.
7. Wen went to — yesterday.
8. — is the capital of Ixo a.
/9. Lien Hwa bought a and af“‘-
10. A cent is made of —,
y11. The «“<='shine at night.
12. The — like to drink tea.
18. The — of the cocoanut is good to drink.
14. — is made from sugar cane.
15. The town &t; _l 1; on the cm;,st s
16. My sister bought three of ribbon.
;17. Tea is raised 1%1 ané——ﬁ—""*
18, P lersunmons ripen in the mo h of ——.
+19. There are many storks in : by
;20. The Yellow Sea lies betyyee! ‘and M“‘r“‘l
,21. London is the largest in the world.
22. The province of Kiangsu produces much —.

Nore: The pupils should be required to prepare Exercise II at home. Pap:rs
should be corrected by the teacher and returned to the class.

SECTION 4
THE VERB

DEeriNiTION: A verb is a word used to say something of a person,
place, or thing.

Exampre: The boy runs.
ExpranatioN: The word ‘‘boy’’ names a person and is
called, as we have learned (Section 3), a noun. The word

‘“runs’’ says something about this person and is called a
verb,
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EXERCISE I

Name the verbs in the following sentences and the nouns
abeut which they say something.

1. The boys climb the tree.
2. The book lies on the table.
8. The maid siy_ggp_g the floor.
4. The cat killed the mouse.
» 8. I heard you speak.
6. I saw the peach fall.
7. Mei Hwa laughed at the monkey.
8. Kwo Lau has spent his money.
9. My friend spoke to me.
10. The dog barked all night.
.11. He remained at home.
12. 1 found my ring.
»13. The music pleased me.
11, Wang lighted the lamp.
15. The dog bit the boy.
,1€. My pony died yesterday.
17. The boy cat his finger.
18. Yu Shing plays the harp.
19. The horse runs fast.
20. The fisherman mended his net.
21. Tien Wen knew his lesson well.
22. This house gaug%t fire last night.
28. Why do you wait for him?
~24. What did he say? ;
.25. Which horse you ride this morning?

EXERCISE II

Fill the blanks with suitable verbs.

The artist' ==~y picture,
When did you —— him last?
I === my lead pencil.

The baker — bread.

The man ==—{ish to sell.
Where do you — to go?
II)d— the bell ring.

id you —— your lesson this morning?
Coffee Zaksi in Java. .
The woman —— the cloth.

Chu — into the riyer.
‘When did you '—'*-’—‘”égm Hongkong?

o

PROODIBIPR
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EXERCISE TIT
Use the following verbs in sentences.

» build . buy receive ring gell
study  fall grow have , TOW
write see lose ,eat blow

, bring catch _think cut  forget

SECTION 5
THE ADJECTIVE

Derinition: An adjective is a word used to limit or to describe
a noun.

ExampLEs: 7ed roses strange people
ripe bananas great terror
tall trees long leaves
pretty pictures loving hearts

Most adjectives are, like those given above, descriptive
adjectives, but there are several other classes.- The most
important are .

(1) Proper adjectives, derived from proper nouns; as,

American, Manchurian, Japanese.

(2) Numeral adjectives which denote number; as, two

books, one chair, the third day, the seventh month.

(8) The articles, a (or an) and the.

A is called the indefinite article because it points out
a person or thing as one of a class.
The i called the definite article because it points out a
person or thing as separate from its class.
An is generally used, instead of a, before words
beginning with a vowel or silent A.

EXERCISE I

Name the adjectives in the following sentences and tell
to which class each belongs.

1. That man has a fine, new watch,
2. The flower is blue and white.
8.,5The ljttle girl is sick.ne.
4, The children found pretty, white ghells,
/5. This is an old Thibetan town.
8. There were two C '}}pse flags on thg steamer,
7. This is the first ddy of the New Yéar,
¥, 4l P
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Japanese silks are beautiful.

The king was cruel and unjust.

This fine mat cost two dollars.

The fishérman uses a small, round net.

The third house on this street is my home.

The great ?f;jican desert is called the Sahara.
Russia is a’very large country.

His letter was written on the fifteenth day of June,
Shanghai has a pleasant climate.

Tropical climates are warm.

Philippine hemp is sent to all parts of the world.
This 18 ?hg second time I have visited Peking.

My knife has three sharp blades.

The boat women work very hard.

I bought a small, round basket.

There are two American continents.

The Chinese are an industrious people.

Japanese cities are very clean.

Ei%glish goods are sold in Hongkong.

Hongkong is a small island.

The Siberian railroad belongs to Russia.

The Phillsppinu Islands have a dry and a wet season.
Heavy rains fall in Canton during five months of the year.
Very strong rope is made from the }yemp fibre.
These long boats have flat bottoms."~

EXERCISE II

£3
Use an appropriate adjective with each of the following
nouns and tell its class.

soldier ,gun child » horse town -
month “mountain  ,clond boat sky

, water cup street men river

, lesson knife ’,fan - kite wall

EXERCISE III

Substitute for the dashes appropriate nouns.

i

o

10.
11.

A great —. +12. A rainy -<=.

A soft —. 13. A happy —-.

A green ;—¢: 14, A sweet —,

A bad —£E2 15. A sour —.

A diligent —. 16. A kind —. -,

An honest 244/

A brave == 18. A sharp—.
A beautiful ‘—. 19. A heavl; 2
A useful —. 20. A dusty —.
A valuable 44 21. A wide —.

A cheap L 22. A tall 24

An empty ~== ¢

Nore: Exercises IT and IIT are intended for home work.



