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Th-re were a sensitivity and a heauty 1o her that have nothing to do with looks. I

She was one to be listened to, whose words were so easy to take to heart.

It is said that the true nature of being is veiled. The labor of words. the

p
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expression of art, the seemingly ceaseless buzz that is human thought all have in
common the need to get at what really is so. The hope 1o draw close to and possess the
truth of being can be a feverish one. In some cases it can even be fatal, if pleasure is
one's truth and its attainment more important than life itself. In other lives, though,

the search for what is truthful gives life.

I used to find notes left in the collection basket, beautiful notes abowl my
homilies and about the writer's thoughts on the daily scriptural readings. The person
who penned the notes would add reflections to my thoughts and would always include
some quotes from poets and mystics he or she had read and remembered and loved.
The notes fascinated me. Here was someone immersed in a search for truth and beauty.
Words had been ireasured, words that were heautiful. And I felt as if the words
somehow delighted in being discovered, for they were obviously very generous 1o as
yet anonymous writer of the notes. And now this person was in turn leaming the secret
of sharing them. Beauty so shines when given away. The only truth that exists is, in

that sense. free.
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1. Little did she know that her hushand and her puppy love were best of friends.
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2. Remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool I've ever encountered to
help me make the hig choices in life.
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The past is the bank in which we store our most valuable : the memories that give

meaning and depth to our lives. Those who truly the past will not bemoan the passing of

the good old days, because days in memory are never lost. Death itself is to still a

remembered voice or erase a remembered smile. And for one boy who is now a man, there is a

pond which neither time nor tide can , where he can still spend a quite hour in the sun.
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An Invisible Smile
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It's so easy to get caught up in every-
day life that we forget how simple it can be
i to bring cheer to ourselves and others.
Giving a smile away takes so little effort§
and time, let's make sure that we're not
the one that others have to pretend isg
wearing an invisible smile. :
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An Invisible Smile

Mr. Dawson was an old grouch, and everyone in town knew it. Kids knew not
to go into his yard to pick a delicious apple, even off the ground, because

old Dawson, they said, would come after you with his ball bullet gun.

One Friday, 12-year-old Janet was going to stay all night with her friend Amy.
They had to walk by Dawson's house on the way to Amy's house, but as they got close
Janet saw him sitting on his front porch and suggested they cross over to the other side
of the street. Like most of the children, she was scared of the old man because of the
stories she'd heard about him.

Amy said not to worry, Mr. Dawson wouldn't hurt anyone. Still, Janet was
growing more nervous with each step closer to the old man's house. When they got
close enough, Dawson looked up with his usual frown, but when he saw it was Amy,
a broad smile changed his entire face as he said, "Hello Miss Amy. I see you've got a
little friend with you today."

Amy smiled back and told him Janet was staying overnight and they were going to
listen to music and play games. Dawson told them that sounded fun, and offered them
each a fresh picked apple off his tree. They gladly accepted. Dawson had the best
apples in town.

When they got out of Dawson on earshot, Janet asked Amy, "Everyone says

he's the meanestman in town. How come was he so nice to us?"
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