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Beauty

Then- were a sensitivity and a beauty 1o her that have nothing to do with looks.
She was one 1o be listened 1o, whose words were so easy 10 take to heart,

It is said that the true nature of being is veiled. The labor of words, the (* ﬁm}ﬁx
*2

expression of art, the seemingly ceaseless buzz that is human thought all have in

common the need to get at what really is so. The hope to draw close 1o and possess the ﬁﬁiﬁt&iﬁg}t%fﬁ
truth of being can be a feVerish ane. In some cases it can even be fatal, if pleasure is . LE, REATRER
one's truth and its attainment more important than life itsell. In other lives, though, ﬁgﬁﬁg B’f]lj:i: gﬁ% 3
the search for what ia truthfl gives fife. EREExMESBE
; R, BT
| 1 used to find notes lefi in the collection basket, beautiful notes about my \m#ﬁ , EBEhEKE, y

homilies and about the writer's thoughts on the daily seriptural readings. The person

\

who penned the notes would add reflections to my thonghts and would always include

3-’ some quotes from poets and mystics he or she had read and remembered and loved. * *I Jizd I

The notes fascinated me. Here was someone immersed in a search for truth and beauty.

Words had been treasured, words that were beautiful. And [ felt as if the words w:ﬁwﬁmzw
somehow delighted in being discovered, for they were ohviously very g 1o as gﬁé}’ ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁ
yet anonymous writer of the notes. And now this person was in turn learning the secret IMO MH%YB"J ﬁl
J of sharing them. Beauty so shines when given away. The only truth that exists is, in N ’ ﬁﬁ?'}&ﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬁ ’
that sense,, free. &\%Eﬁi O igquzc p
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1. Little did she know that her husband and her puppy love were best of friends.
HO b stRMEN AR E, e T bR A
AT WA, Linle did she..., lile, &4 & & SRR AW R, 4 FE
FEAMEIEE; she know that..., that AR knowBIFEHENE], B o3t ol Sk Fik 947
TR TR HSEMENRE",
2. Remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool I've ever encountered to
help me make the big choices in life.
B R A CTREMEIEE:, RRRMM AT BN R EEN TR,
7. A9, remembering that I'll be dead soon, that M 4] & remember 9515 M
], remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool, remembering fE ¥i%, i
iEshin e s, FrLla)dh A2 is, tool (that) I've ever encountered..., I've ever en—
countered F& tool #YSE T M),
4 RTIRIE
1. be satisfied with Xf------ IREH R A

47 : 1 am satisfied with your answer.

FESC FRHA Y [ AR 195 R

2. pay off ££i, t2iE

f#%]: He paid off the whole debts in two years.
B0 MR T TR 155

( +
*iCIZIRE
XEXE XS
@, WEEARAR
GiE, BBTREE
EARMIETZ, HE%
| EEBSHEN.

J/

- iCiZiEs

|

The past is the bank in which we store our most valuable : the memories that give

meaning and depth to our lives. Those who truly the past will not bemoan the passing of

the good old days. because days  in memory are never lost. Death itself is to still a
remembered voice or erase a remembered smile. And for one boy who is now a man, there is a

pond which neither time nor tide can_ . where he can still spend a quite hour in the sun.
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With the clarity of vision that the years
i bring, | now know that | needed a friendly
place of warm acceptance for a few min-
utes a day. | didn't need my stomach filled
as much as | needed my emotional fuel
tank refilled. And refueling an emotional fu-
! el tank is a good mother's specialty.
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Utica’s Lunch Time

If my life were a movie I would fast-forward through junior high. My junior high
years were painful. Like every junior high kid, I was dealing with awakening
sexuality, and struggling with who I was and how I would make my mark in life. But

I was sure I was alone with these strange feelings.

I was trying and failing in a number of things. I wanted to excel in athletics but
had not yet figured out that that would never happen. I wasn't academic enough to spell
academic. (I'm a little surprised right now that I was able to spell that without the aid
of my nifty little Microsoft Word spell checker.) I was trying to gain a spot in the
pecking order as a new kid in school. All the while, I remember suffering the
rejection of most of my peers, being cut from the basketball team, failing to play
football that I so wanted to play. It was a time of questioning how girls saw me and
wanting so much to be loved and accepted. To be loved and accepted seemed to me at

the time something I could never, in all my life, achieve.

During that time [ would go through the cafeteria line and eat alone, feeling
unloved and unnoticed. As spring came, one day | was starting out the door and
complaining that I had no one to eat with. Mom said to me, "If you want, you can
come home for lunch." That day, when lunch came, it was a beautiful spring day in
the hills of central Ohio. The bell rang at noon and I bolted from the school and ran
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