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Notes on the Use of the Book

1, The different volumes of this series were classified mainly by the provinces, with more kilns in one province
done on single book and less one put it together.

2, The specimens of one kiln sorted by time, also considering the variety, type and decorative method.

3, In order to introduce the locality of specimens gathering precisely, the specific place names were also used for
some important Kilns.

4, The judgment on time of specimens was on the basis of archaeological materials from place to place, and the
specimens in dispute or inadequate data were dated by traditional viewpoint of the Palace Museum.

5. Due to the incomplete type. the time character of some specimens was not glowing. The one that has features
of Song and Jin dynasty or Jin and Yuan dynasty at the same time was dated in single period, or marked with
"Song dynasty (Jin dynasty)" or the time of "from Jin dynasty to Yuan dynasty".

6, The kiln furniture in inconspicuous character of time could not indicate the specific date or broaden the period
scale, then put it at last place of the kiln.

7, In contrast, the intact wares in the book appeared in attached figures.

8, Based on the materials over the years, we presented the distribution map of kilns in China, and most of the
kiln names were followed by Scholar's idiom.

9, The investigation reports of experts of the Palace Museum were divided by different provinces and attached

to the kilns of single province. The reports including two provinces or more attached behind the major province.
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Preface

Due to the goal to enhance the academic research level of the Palace Museum, the foundation of Ancient
Ceramic Research Center of the Palace Museum was a very significant event during the 80" anniversary of the
establishment of the Palace Museum.

The Palace Museum has following three advantages in research on ancient Chinese ceramic since its inception.
The first is talents. Based on the imperial palace of Ming and Qing dynasties, the Palace Museum was the largest
treasure-house for ancient artworks in China. On account of these exceptional advantages, the Palace Museum
brings up a large number of overseas renowned experts on cultural relic research. The well-known experts such
as Chen Wanli, Sun Yingzhou, Feng Xianming and Geng Baochang took the Palace Museum lead in the research
on ancient ceramic for a long term. Due to enough personned number and reasonable team structure, we still
keep the obvious dominant position in the field of ancient ceramic at present.

The second is ceramic collections. The ceramic collections of the Palace Museum could be divided into three
‘classes. One is the cultural relic of ceramic. There were nearly 350 thousands collections, among which over 320
thousands belonged to the Qing Court and the others were collected after 1949 through different approaches. The
collections were not only large in number, but also high in quality, and have established a self-contained system
from Neolithic Age to Qing dynasty. Then is the specimen of ancient kilns. The Palace Museum collected nearly
60 thousands specimens from over 300 ancient kilns throughout the country in 1950s and 1960s. It was really
an unmatched accomplishment in the world. The last is the material of ceramic. The materials contained the
following parts: incomplete wares of Qing Court, damaged wares due to removal for antiques, purchased wares
as materials after 1949 and large number specimens eliminated by the Qing Court. It is also the second to none
in the world.

The third is the research achievement of ancient ceramic. Based on deeply study, the Palace Museum compiled
a great deal of ceramic books, such as The Selected Works of Ceramic in the Collection of Palace Museum (The
Cultural Relic Press, 1962), The Blue and White Porcelain of Early Ming Dynasty in the Collection of Palace
Museum (The Forbidden City Publishing House, 2002), The Complete Works of Treasures in the Collection of
Palace Museum (The Hong Kong Commercial Press Ltd., 1996-2000) , The Ceramic World of Sun Yingzhou
(The Forbidden City Publishing House, 2003), etc. There were also numbers of personal monograph as wall,
for example, The History of Chinese Celadon (By Chen Wanli, The People's Publishing House, 1965), The
Porcelain and Zhejing Province (By Chen Wanli, The Zhonghua Book Company, 1964), The Porcelain
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Appreciation of Ming and Qing Dynasties (The Forbidden City Publishing House, 1993), The Inscriptions of
Ancient Chinese Ceramic (By Lii Chenglong, The Forbidden City Publishing House, 2003), etc. Besides, large
numbers of papers were written by our experts on ceramic and attracted widespread attention.

Based on the abundant collections and research advantages, the establishment of the Ancient Ceramic Research
Center of the Palace Museum was put on the agenda and carried out at last. The research center is located at
Palace of Prolonged Happiness area, and could be further divided into three parts: small meeting room, ceramic
showroom and laboratory for ceramic detection.

The Ancient Ceramic Research Center of the Palace Museum is an international academic research institution
at high level. Under the leadership of the Palace Museum and the guidance of Academic Board of the Palace
Museum, the Department of Ancient Cultural Relic and Technglogy for Ancient Cultural Relic Protection will be
in charge of daily affairs of the center, and carry out academic research and communication on ancient ceramic
in domestic and abroad.

The object of the Ancient Ceramic Research Center of the Palace Museum is the ancient ceramic collections
and specimens in the Palace Museum and ancient ceramic collections all over the world. By these condition and
advantages, the center will provide experts and scholars with a synthetic platform for academic exchange, and
propagate the great and profound culture of Chinese ceramic.

To coincide with the launch of the Ancient Ceramic Research Center of the Palace Museum and on account
of further study by experts and scholars in the Palace Museum, some related books will be published such as
The Imperial Porcelain of Qing Dynasty in the Collection of the Palace Museum. The Ancient Chinese Kilnsite
Specimens in the Collection of the Palace Museum and The Selected Works of Ancient Ceramic Materials in
the Collection of the Palace Museum. 1t is convinced that the print of these books will contribute greatly to the

development on handicraft and appreciation of ancient Chinese ceramic.

Zheng Xinmiao
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