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acteria’ are almost everywhere—in the air, in foods that you eat and drink.
and on the surfaces of things you touch. But do you know the special fea-
tures of bacteria? Some bacteria, like the type that causes pneumonia’, have a
thick, gelatinlike® capsule around the cell wall. A capsule can help protect the
bacterium from other cells that try to destroy it. The capsule, along with hairlike
projections* found on the surface of many bacteria, also can help them stick to
surfaces. Some bacteria also have an outer coating called a slime® layer. Like a 'f
capsule, a slime layer enables a bacterium to stick to surfaces and reduces water
loss. Many bacteria that live in moist conditions also have whiplike tails called-
flagella® to help them move.

As we understand that bacteria may spoil food by decompose’ them, then
you may wonder how do bacteria survive and reproduce®? Bacteria usually
reproduce by fission®. Fission is a process that produces two new. cells with
genetic material identical to each other and that of the original cell. ]t is
Ihe smiplest form of asexual repmduction. Some b )

1. bacteria [ beek'tieria ] n. 40
2. pneumonia [nju:'maunia] n. fifi &

3. gelatinlike ['dzelatin,latk ] ad). £ERA K9
4. projection [pra'dzek(n] n. &i2#

5. slime [slaim] n. #&

6. flagella [fla'dzela] n. 4 £

7. decompose [ di:kem'pauz] v. ({£) 4 #&
8. reproduce [ri:pra'dju:s] v. ¥

9. fission ['fifn | n. HREE

10. genetic [dza'netik] ad). i# % (¥)#

11. variation [veari'elfn] n. £&
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