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Abstract

The climax of establishment of the Chinese scientific and technologic
societies appeared in the 1980s. Many external causes, such as the change of
technology and economic system, the coming of modern scientific and technical
revolution, the emancipation of brainpower political ideas, and the needs of
Chinese international contact, promoted the rise of scientific and technologic
societies. Many internal factors, such as the science — technology elites autonomy
of academic exchanges in scientific community, and the system of societies as
administrative units also prompted the birth and development of Chinese scientific
and technologic societies in varying degrees. The rise and development of
societies, as a part of the system of national science — technology and culture
system, including evoked problems, was an inevitable result in transitional China.

(1) The birth of many Chinese scientific and technologic societies has yet
again proved that societies were an important part of the enlightenment in the
1980s. Official, semi — official and civilian ideological emancipation movement
awakened the democratic consciousness and historic responsibility sense of the
scientific and technological workers, effectively promoted the restitution, foundation
and development of CAST’s national societies.

(2) The needs of academic exchanges and autonomy of science — technology
elites promoted the birth of societies. Scientists actively seek academic freedom
and to manage a society democratically as the core of CAST’s national societies in
the 1980s. The high prestige, peculiar status and relationships were the important
factors in society official approval, which reflected their tension among the
science and politics, autonomy and control, growth of the discipline and actual

interest.



(3) The birth of Chinese scientific and technologic societies initiated the
reform of society management system. In management system and operation
mechanism, some problems were underlined in the sudden increase of societies
in the 1980s. Workers of science and technology desire to manage society
democratically, was autonomous according to law, and reformed system. The
problem of society Guakao reflected the institutional defect of society management.
The repetitive specialty helped to develop crossing discipline, however, which was
liable to cause the interest contradiction.

(4) The change of society status resulted in the appearance of it’'s new
social roles. Societies became the organization of workers of science and
technology in the 1980s. This change in nature resulted in CAST’s national
societies’ new roles, such as service and think — tank. It was becoming the core
idea to provide service for members of societies. The social role of academic
improvement was reestablished.

Key words: 1980s; society; scientific community; autonomy ; social role
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