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PR BRI A, AT, BB REE, Yo FEEY (KRFEHEE) 48
B VT ULEARR RV EA AR — 2L
BG4S Warming-up, Passages, Practice, Reader’s Notes Fll Useful Websites T R HE4Y .

« [Warming-up)

AT, Warming-up S ZhIF0h, B7E48 & EEH M, 2 “— B BOA” Mg
S RO R B A AN B IR SR R RIS 12 Sl B . DA T S I AT S50 4 1R 5 i ) B s P P . A B 3011
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YlZR) ;s F Beginning-and-End Scanning Drill (3 BB Fi2il14%) —=Fh2ER, &Aook H p—Fp
FA,
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RIEATAT i EHRIBUF RS M i AR5, TERTGEI (4~5 A 8a) thaR 52 9F5 MR 1 —1>.
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[i] (Total Reading Time), %%k flf 1€ 10 FPLANSE M, AL B BUEL B . 7E 20 S iEirh, HAR
WIS R, BEGEKINZ D,

Beginning-and-End Scanning Drill §7EYIZR R i A8 R M EE . W | BB TN %, — i
AT AR AL T T R o R S B R S 18t o — T v] LA Ak AR AR s 32 (Phrase Reading) 14 B i3
S8, AL BB A T W, A R I R e AR Tk, i i el
Y, B TR IREA TR R AR IR B R R ST ST R AR R, 8D 3R O A T Y T 15
AR R EE (S WIE W RS (hPOaE PGB e, mIT R R, 2009 14,

« [Passages)
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« [Practice]

T PR TTRER M A B B8 — 0y, 25215 A Your comprehension rate (FRff#9) . HI4553
By SRR SR “SHERT, AR, O B SRR YR 915 5 R B SR PR B I 3
AN Ry MR A SRR 2R B ERCE. RV S “ =0 B S HAE ™)

« [Reader’s Notes]
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@ Warming-up . Horizontal Word Recognition Drill

Directions: Note the word by the number on the left of each line; then scan the words given behind
from left to right. Underline the word where it appears again in the same line. Try to
finish it in 15 seconds or less.

Starting Time:

1. precious preciousness precious precise pressure

2. conscientiously consciously conscience conscientiously conscientious
3. contrary contract contrast contrary control

4. juice juicy juicily juicer juice

5. sibling singing siblings sibling single

6. Mumsnet Mumsnit Mumnet Mumsnot Mumsnet

7. disturbance distance disturbance disturb disturbing

8. invitation inviting invite invitee invitation

9. gorgeous gorges gorgon gorgeousness gorgeous
10. christening christian christening christen christened

Finishing Time:
Total Reading Time: seconds

Errors: Check each line carefully for mistakes.

Reading Tip: Try to guess the meaning of the word and phrase from the context.

Precious First Born: Mothers Admit They Really Do Favour First Child

Mothers really do-favour their ‘precious first borns’ over their later children, research has found.
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There are many examples of attention over-spent on the ‘precious first borns” (PFBs). For exam-
ple, some mothers rubbed shampoo into their own eyes before using it on their baby to ensure it
wouldn’t sting. And some others pull their prams (38 JL%) backwards for miles to keep the sun off
their adored (Z2Z[1)) offspring.

They conscientiously disinfect (Ji§ &) everything that comes into contact with their PFB, and
change them up to 150 times a week. On the contrary, their later children have to make do with items
licked clean by the dog, and stew (i) in their own juices until their parents are ready to deal with
them.

The term PFB and its poorer sibling, the Neglected Subsequent Children (NSCs), were coined by
members of the parenting website Mumsnet.

Among the tales reported was one of a mother that used a hairdryer on her baby’s bottom after
changing her.

“She was chatting to her neighbour and asked if they were ever disturbed by her crying. ”

“The neighbour assured her they were not, but that they had been woken once or twice by what
sounded like a hairdryer. ”

Another self-obsessed mother turned down an invitation to a baby’s christening (3E£L{YZ) party.
Because she thought her own child’s “total gorgeousness (#25%) would outshine others and make them
feel bad”.

Another confirmed the differing hygiene ( P4z ]) practices used for Child One and Two. She said,
“First child, suckable items must be sterilised (F%%) in Milton or steamed after they’'ve dropped on the
floor. Second child: items must be wiped over with a clean damp cloth.

“Third child; give them to the dog to lick clean. ”

Justine Roberts, co-founder of Mumsnet, told the reporters that most mothers would agree they
treated the first child differently to later children.

“Precious First Born syndrome (£54&1F) is something we can all relate to - most mums will con-
fess to having checked on their sound asleep firstborns several times a night, whilst neglected subse-
quent children are liable to bawl (i A58) for an age before we even notice,” she said.

(Word count: 344)

Target reading time | 4'28"

Your reading time

Your reading rate words/min.

@ Practice

Directions: Go over the passage quickly and then answer the questions. For questions 1 ~7, choose the
best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). For questions 8~10, com-
plete the sentenes with the information given in the passage.

1. In order to ensure the shampoo wouldn’t sting, some mothers before using it on
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their PFBs.
A) put some in their own mouth B) rub some into their own noses
C) rub some into their own ears D) put some into their own eyes

2. Things used by the later children are usually .
A) disinfected by their mothers B) disinfected by the dog

C) licked by the dog D) licked by their mothers
3. What did a mother use to dry the baby’s bottom according a report?
A) A hairdryer. B) A micro-oven.
C) An oven. D) Toilet tissue.
4. The mother was told by her neighbour that they were woken up by once or twice,
A) the child’s cry B) the mother’s shout
C) the noise of the hairdryer D) the children’s quarrel

5. Why did the mother refuse her friend’s invitation?
A) Because her friend failed to invite her on time.
B) Because she thought her child would outshine the others and it would embarrass others.
C) Because she thought others would look down upon her child and it would embarrass her.

D) Because she was not allowed to announce that her child was most gorgeous.

6. mothers admitted that they treated their children differently.
A) Most B) Some O All D) Few
7. How often do mothers check on their sound asleep firstborns a night because of PFB syn-
drome?
A) Two times. B) Several times.
C) Many times. D) Not mentioned.
8. According to one mother items for the first born must be sterilised in Milton or

steamed after they’'ve dropped on the floor.
9. Items for the second child must be wiped over with a cloth.

10. Neglected subsequent children are liable to cry for an age before mothers even

Your comprehension rate %

Passage 2
' Reading Tip: Use the sequence of the questions to locate the answers.
A Promise of Flowers

For my wife and me, money isn’t as available as it used to be as I switched to a more interesting job
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that paid less. Then the baby James came.

You find ways to house and feed yourself for less, but the big-ticket stuff is over: vacations in
France or Mexico, Friday-night dinners in nifty (¥ %% #J) new restaurants. Even our long holiday
weekends are now spent at home,

Through all the downsizing, though, one thing hasn’t changed: the flowers. Starburst lilies crowd
one another on the antique-blue sideboard. White tulips in a pitcher on the kitchen butcher block, free-
sia (FKAIIAE) and daffodils (E7KAil]) on the plank dining-room table, sunflowers on the sill—they are all
there. And on Janet’s night stand, always a single pale pink rose rests in a cut-crystal vase. It smells
perfect. Over the course of a week, as each new rose opens, a mystery is played out. For three dollars,
that mystery is the world’s best bargain.

It’s my job to buy the flowers. When the sprays begin to droop and scatter petals, I hurry to the
florist. 1 ask which flowers will last the longest, wondering which look best. Sometimes when money is
especially tight, the kitchen goes without. Still, whenever Janet’s rose begins to brown or petals drop
away, a replacement is quickly bought. Every now and then, I keep a running tab of the weekly cost:
so far, the most it’s come to is $17. We can still swing that.

In the beginning, I brought my wife flowers because they surprised her, and she’d smile. After the
bouquets and roses became more commonplace, she’d still have that brief astonished expression when
she unwrapped them—which counts for something. I've seen her step out of hotshot (ZE#EH]) restau-
rants with a lesser glow on her face.

Now there are other reasons to buy flowers. Because we’'ve always had them. Because they’'ve be-
come a touchstone against bad things. Because their small, bright presence helps our life smell a lot
more like joy than hardship.

Plato believed such small beauties were a privilege of nature. All I know is that by spending a few
squeaky (FIEHE ) dollars each week to make Janet smile, I smile. Among her flowers, late at night,
I sometimes find calm. And in the quiet house—listening to my wife and baby sleep, suspended in the
still-waiting promise of a future built around a woman and the few things you can love and hold—the
flowers still seem beautiful. And, minutes later, more beautiful still.

(Word count: 418)

Target reading time | 5'26"

Your reading time

Your reading rate words/min.
@ Practice
1. Read the following statements, and mark
Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;

NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.
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I'm interested in my new job but I earn less money than before.

We can still go abroad for vacation.

For Janet, red rose is her favorite.

I spend a little money, but it makes my families happy, which is great.

It’s me who always buy the flowers.

S s W o

1 spend $17 on flowers every month.
7. Janet still prefers flowers to going to the cinema.
1. Locate the following underlined words in the passage and tell which explanation is closest to its meaning,
8. The word “house” in Paragraph 2 is a (n)

A) noun B) verb C) adjective
9. The word “nifty” in Paragraph 2 is equal to
A) ninety B) nasty C) nice
10. The word “swing” in Paragraph 4 means :
A) afford B) roll C) sway
Your comprehension rate %

Passage 3
Reading Tip: Try to identify the main points of a passage as well as supporting details.
Chinese Culture: Role of Family

For the last two decades, Chinese families have gone through numerous dynamic changes. In a
modern Chinese family. a new structure has replaced much of the old traditional Chinese family’s struc-
ture. And new values have also replaced many of the old.

In the past, the Chinese family was a large extended family. Several generations and immediate
families all lived under one roof. It provided care for child and the elderly. So for its members, the fam-
ily was self-sufficient.

But it is no longer true for the modern Chinese family.

In Birmingham, the Chinese family structure is mainly a nuclear one. The husband and wife live
with their children and sometimes their parents. Only a small number of Chinese families may have rel-
atives living with them.

Therefore, the Chinese family no longer provides mutual help with child care. Nor does it do for
the non-immediate elderly.

However, the Chinese go on to think high of the family values and to maintain close family links.

There is a strong bond between parents, children and other family members. So on Chinese New Year’s
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Eve, or other festivals, Chinese parents will expect all their children to return home for dinner or cele-
brations. It is a custom.

Chinese men continue to occupy a dominant position in the family in decision making. Meanwhile,
Chinese women help with their income or labour in their family business. So they are acquiring greater
equality with men.

Equal roles are more widely accepted in families of Chinese professionals. However, many Chinese
families still feel differently. In their mind, women’s roles are mainly for the raising of children and the

running of the home.
Marriage

Because of various limitations and lack of facilities, marriage customs for the Chinese in Birming-
ham are becoming different from the original. The legal requirements of registration are complied with,
while other additional rituals would be based on the couple’s religion.

Christians would have their wedding ceremony in the church. But Buddhists or Chinese with tradi-
tional belief would pay respects to their ancestors and elders at home.

Wedding banquets are usually held in Chinese restaurants in the afternoon. Guests are expected to
give the new couple or their parents laisee (lucky money) or presents. There is no fixed amount of lai-
see and it is generally based on the closeness in relationship. But, according to Chinese traditions, the
amount of laisee should begin and end with an even digit, e. g. £20.

Many Chinese elderly couples do not have marriage certificates. Because at that time, there was no
legal requirement in their countries of origin. Some may have registered their marriage in their clan’s
register (but no certificates have been issued) Others may have held their wedding in the Citang (com-
munity hall for the village) , with fellow villagers as their witnesses. Marriage customs of this sort used
to be regarded as legal in their home country.

Arranged marriages were once common and formed an integral part of traditional Chinese society.
Though Chinese parents are still very keen to see that their children are married to “suitable” families,
now they have been abandoned for several decades.
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2 Practice

I . Answer the following questions by completing each sentence with ONE or TWO words for each blank.
Q1. What kind of changes have Chinese families witnessed in the last 20 years?

They have gone through 1 changes in the last 20 years.
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