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“John, your car is nice. How did you manage to get it?”

“Thanks. But I think yburs is nicer. ”
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.. Mrs. Black knows that her husband never invites other women to
dinner.
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The manger finally came to know that precious oil painting on show was a
white elephant. There were no skillful measures to prevent it from being stolen.
(P Ja ROR B R R X IR 2 S Rl i Y T — N UTE A T, e SR
B s At )

FEPG )7 white elephant A& “HAR”, TR “IhRETTHE RBE, AN
KAERFEY” . hEFEAN A A A 204 white elephant fift i, i 4 55 21 Bk S T
Y, ERanz gl A T,

2004 4F, ERHEFRESFHEAAMAN (CRFRIERBHSEOR) W



A SRR BRI BIRGE BT, SR P R
AR EIR SRR FARE S ER, IS RERSEZE. H5HE A NE
FEES MR EEE, mEARFESCRRRNE S, RA 0 7RG s EE
P scql, “E20 & A REHIEA ROt ERIE S MR, RIS ES, EIAK
OB T H s T3k, (EREFEH250L) (Fe3ChR) K Tk
FAL IR G2 ) SR S BB IR i A S e — e, ROV m SR A il
Bl EMAERIE R WA EREA . P gk iR SCte . s SR
PUR— R B SGE B

AL “DUARNAE" MBS, W EASLhR A&, AN 75 i )
EEENAREEF SRR 245324 T, 70 I (553 FH R P
g, BEEIT KA R h SCREA, S5 R SO K i E Y B RE T B
MR, IESCEEMRE T SEERX A SR [E S A B, sl
Hif . &0 BE . FEAT . S KGR G SR, AR LSk
HIERTEF MR, FEEIOM T AMR T A S LLBRE S S SCRRBERE, 24 ]
x, BASHLHREME, RATEIEKR, SCRAESDEM. TiRX) K%
AR 56 [ B4 2 5 SO ) HLAt ° 2] B R UL, A BERR —A T i
gt BBSUILANR, JFREEF . 8RB RIFIEY . @AM
AR LA#E— st p R AR X SR E S 2 53U T, JFEd Rk
R TRIEREZR UL, W E A RSOOSR, B E A R
IRRIKAES), Mt s UL PRIRE T

ARAS AT LU R 30E Ll B R ER—— 3 SE (5 SR 00 1 % L BRSOk, o mT X
YEN RSB AR SR LA | L Bb2A R I A 2 BE DR BOM sRIMNZ BEE M
AT s 2 el S5 0 T 1) AR X 3 5 [ 5 ) ST 8 AT Ml 110 27 A e A B ot
X O S AE 2 5 SRR I 2 ~J e i B B RE A e

ABHEBEEAT S, PRiM% . WHAERI T, WA, BRI, 21
Fr R BB NES . EEASHSERET, RIJOREE, HERT
KR — e AR R R, EAZWBT s AL, B KiE A
FATAFIEIE, LABREE,

HEbE
2013 4E 12 H
BT R LA L
HLFME4E . dongxiaobo@ 163. com



Contents

Part One British Society and Culture

Chapter 1  History and TerTitory — «««sssssssssssssasseseaeeeerenienirriiiiiniaian, (3)
Text Introduction to British Empire «-«eeeeeeseeeeeemmmmmnemniiiii... (3)
Supplementary Reading The Development of the United Kingdom in Early

19th CENLULY «++sssrssrsssssessseseneeeeer ettt (13)
Knowledge Expansion Battle of Waterloo — «e+eseeeeerereeserieinanenes (19)

Chapter 2 System of Government and Political Parties —«-se-eeereeeeneeecees (21)
Text Introduction to British Government and Main Parties «-««-xcoeeeeeee (21)
Supplementary Reading Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth [[  «-e-eceeeeeees (32)
Knowledge Expansion Parties and Politics —«e+-reeseererreeinenieiienianes (36)

Chapter 3 Justice and Law  ««eeseeesernseeommmnmiiniii s (38)
Text British Legal SyStem «««ssseseeeerruiereeertmiiiiiiieetiniii, (38)
Supplementary Reading Supreme Court of the United Kingdom  ------ (46)
Knowledge Expansion United Kingdom’s Legislatures — ««--eeeeeereeees.s (51)

Chapter 4 ECONOMY  ++++++sssssrsnssesseemmummiitieeetiiii e (54)
Text . Britich TAOUSHHEE.  avervovrnosmnys vunpes susvssssspressreyspmsvanmyyoses ve (54)
Supplementary Reading John Maynard Keynes —«-eeseeeereeeneneinnannn. (63)
Knowledge Expansion British National and Regional Variation -««+-+-- (68)

Chapter 5 EduCation «+++«eesesssseserremmumuiiineritiiiii ettt (70)
Text British Education SyStem ««-«««sesesseeseerummmiinnrrtiiiiiienaninn, (70)
Supplementary Reading Eton College ««««sessseseeerrmmmmmiinerniiiiiinine. (80)
Knowledge Expansion British Top 10 Universities in 2010~ «--ceeeeeee (84)

Chapter 6 Healtheare «««+++ssssersrsrruarermemtiiiiiiiii s (89)
Text Healthcare in the United Kingdom ««--eeeeeemresseemmmmin. (89)
Supplementary Reading Emergency Medical Services in the United Kingdom

.................................................................................... (99)
Knowledge Expansion Funding Healthcare System «:--:-seeeeeeeneeneenss (104)

< 4



Chapter T Press s Radio and TeleviSION  rreererrreerenerenneasnsanetnnnanssannnes ( 106)

Text Introduction to British Media «-eceececererrerarenrarrerseieerinenenanns (106)
Supplementary Reading Tabloid «««sssessssssessssensaesenennininiinini, (114)
Knowledge Expansion Top Ten World-Known Business Newspapers
.................................................................................... (115)
Chapter 8 Literature and POEMS  +++«+rerssermssersmnmmiminiiiiiiies (117)
Text Development of British Literature and Poems -««--eereereeereeeeenees (117)
Supplementary Reading J. K. ROWlng «eeeeeeeerereeesaraeennnnninninnn. (126)
Knowledge Expansion Sonnet 18 by William Shakespeare -««+«--+------- (130)
Chapter 9  Food and DNk ««««-sesseseseerunermmiinii (131)
Text Delicious British Food and Drink ««s««es«ssssessssseesssssensssonsosacs (131)
Supplementary Reading Changes in Eating Habits --«-eeeeeeeeeeeeeneenen. (139)
Knowledge Expansion Ten Fun Facts You May not Know About British
Fotll sosse v v sedls wumes v e sativE SRS N SRS (140)
Chapter 10  Customs and Etiquettes ««++««++essseserssarenermniiiiiini... (142)
Text Festivals and Customis :«#ss ssssss sovsas svmis dsawas adoissanisos sanassosss (142)
Supplementary Reading John Bull & Uncle Sam «-eceeveeeeeeeeeiain.e. (151)
Knowledge EXpansion Pubs ««eeeeeseereermmmiiiiiniiie, (153)
Chapter 11 Religion and Beliefs «+--«-eeeerseeeerrmmmminiieiiiiiiiiininienanns (156)
Text Anglicanism—the State Religion of Britain «««:coeeeeeeeeecincieennne (156)
Supplementary Reading Worldwide Distribution of Anglican Church
.................................................................................... (163)
Knowledge Expansion Focus of Unity : The Archbishop of Canterbury
.................................................................................... (165)
Chapter 12 Scenic Spots and Historical Sites «ceceereereeencimiiiiiieaie. (166)
Text London: A Thrilling Place ««-eseeeseeeerrmmmmssniiiriiiiiinniniinnan. (166)
Supplementary Reading London Eye  «eeeeeseeeeeereommmminii.. (174)
Knowledge Expansion Recommended Museums in London = ««--e---eeee (175)
Part Two American Society and Culture
Chapter 1 ~ Origin and HiStOry —«+eeereeeesessserrmmimmninniniiiiii i, (183)
Text Birth and Development of United States of America ««:ceeeeeeeeeee (183)
Supplementary Reading The Great Depression «=««-eceeeeeereeeiiieiieenns (192)

o Dig



Knowledge Expansion Nicknames for Some Cities in the U.S. --+-ee-- (195)
Chapter 2 System of Government and Political Parties — ««-reeeeeeeeeeeeenee (197)
Text American Government and Political Parties ««-«-+-sseremeeereeeanenns (197)

Supplementary Reading Democratic versus Republican Perspectives

.................................................................................... (203)
Knowledge Expansion Current U. S. Supreme Court Justices — =++++---- (207)
Chapter 3 ECONOMY  «+essssrssssssmssssasenseneeeseeetesate ittt (209)
Text The Freedom of American ECONOMY «resesrerrrnssrermnneereunnnnn. (209)
Supplementary Reading Structure of Federal Reserve System :««++-«----- (216)
Knowledge Expansion New York Stock Exchange --«-teeeeeeeeeeenenne. (220)
Chapter 4  Literature --«-+eseessssseeseeremmmimmneeettiiii et (221)
Text The Development of American Literature —«---eeoeeereeeeeeneaeanns (221)
Supplementary Reading Walt Whitman and His Works «--eeeeeeeeeeees (229)
Knowledge Expansion American Literary Awards --«--eeeeeeeseereeennens (231)
CRAPEr 5 ATLS  «reererssssmmmmmmsniai et e e e e e e et e et et e et (233)
Text Diversified Music and Dances in the United States =««««+-ccceeeeeeee (233)
Supplementary Reading Golden Age of Hollywood «««-=eereeereeeeneennees (241)
Knowledge Expansion Top 10 Broadway Musicals & Shows -««-eeeeeeee (244)
Chapter 6 Science and Technology ««««s«ssssssseerrmmmienerrriiiiiiiiineniiian (245)
Text Advanced Science and Technology of the United States — «-«------ (245)
Supplementary Reading Silicon Valley ««««««sseeeerrermmmmiianniniiiiinn. (252)
Knowledge Expansion Timeline of United States Inventions after 2000
.................................................................................... (254)
Chapter 7 Sports and ReCIEation ««+++«+ssssseseereresrreeererrrriiiiiiiiiiian (258)
Text My Super Bowl Journey ;:Jared Retkofsky —«--eeeeeeeeeemeenineinninns (258)
Supplementary Reading Why Do We Love Sports? — «+-eeeeeeeeeeneneene. (267)
Knowledge Expansion The Most Popular American Sports Today ------ (271)
Chapter 8 EdUCAtion ««««««ssssssssmssssmnssssieenreeeteriitiittit s (273)
Text Ivy League Schools versus State Schools — :-eseererreereeieaienn. (273)
Supplementary Reading Harvard Attempting to Put End to Final Exams
.................................................................................... (280)
Knowledge Expansion President of U. S. and Their Education --------- (282)
Chapter 9 Traditional Holidays and Celebrations «=«««=esseeeeeeeeeeaneinanns (285)

« G



Text HallOWEEn ceterecerrrertieiiiariiiiiiitiiristtssesssttsitsctsssssastansenns ( 285 )

Supplementary Reading Valenting’s Day «+-sssssseerseeeeeeeerensrinniiin. (295)
Knowledge Expansion American Holidays ««-=+ssseersrseeeeeeeeimnnnnnn (298)
Chapter 10 Religions and Faith «+++++ceeeerrmsenrnriii, (302)
Text Freedom of Religion: Separating Church and State = -----oeeeveeees (302)
Supplementary Reading A Brief Introduction to Nathaniel Hawthorne
.................................................................................... (313)
Knowledge Expansion The Scarlet Letter --«r«+seeserrsrreameniruiiiiannnn (315)
Chapter 11 Famous Sightseeing  +++eeceeeeersessereesutmmmniisieneiinmne (318)
Text A Tribute: Yellowstone National Park — «eeeeeeeeceenniiiiiiiennn. (318)
Supplementary Reading In Hawaii, Thanksgiving Moves to the Beach
.................................................................................... (327)
Knowledge Expansion Top Ten U. S. Travel Destinations ««+-««-«+ee-e- (330)
Chapter 12 American Black and Nationalities «-««ceceeeeeeeeeeeceiiieiiinne. (333)
Text Black PoWer & Black Pride ««eeceeeeeeerreerernememmmmenenmeeieneenenes (333)
Supplementary Reading Michael Jackson’s Black Experience «««««++-«+-- (344)
Knowledge Expansion THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION
{RIB BB T ovevnevorarositdinssamsinsansisemnsonunssnnnss sumesa sonssonannes (346)
B TRR toen woames sk brnerad i sy b vimns el ¥y soibarth stmmpk iy henash (349)



Part One
British Society and Culture




REegim: FEEARBEAELIE:  www. ertongbook. com



Chapter 1 History and Territory

Text Introduction to British Empire
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The history of the United Kingdom as a unified sovereign state began with the
political union of the kingdoms of England, which included Wales and Scotland on
1 May 1707 in accordance with the Treaty of Union, as ratified by the Acts of
Union 1707. The Union created the United Kingdom of Great Britain, which shared
a single constitutional monarch and a single parliament at Westminster. Prior to
this, the kingdoms of England and Scotland had been separate states, though in
personal union following the Union of the Crowns in 1603, with political,
administrative and cultural institutions including representative governance, law
systems,and distinguished contributions to the arts and sciences, upon which the
United Kingdom was to be built. On the new, united kingdom, historian Simon
Schama said: “ What began as a hostile merger would end in a full partnership in
the most powerful going concern in the world...it was one of the most astonishing
transformations in European history. ” A further Act of Union in 1800 added the
Kingdom of Ireland to create the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
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The early years of the United Kingdom were
marked by Jacobite risings which ended with defeat
at Culloden in 1746. Later, victory in the Seven
Years” War, in 1763, led to the dominance of the
British Empire which was the foremost global power
for over a century and grew to become the largest
empire in history. By 1921, the British Empire held
sway over a population of about 458 million people,
approximately one-quarter of the world’s population.
And as a result, the culture of the United Kingdom,
and its industrial, political and linguistic legacy, is
widespread.

In 1922 and following the Anglo-Irish Treaty,
Ireland seceded from the United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Ireland to become the Irish Free State,a

A published version of the

dominion of the British Empire but a day later, ) )
Articles of Union, agreement that
Northern Ireland seceded from the Free State and

led to the creation of theKingdom
rejoined the United Kingdom. As a result, in 1927

of Great Britain in 1707
the United Kingdom changed its formal title to the

“United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, ” usually shortened to the
“United Kingdom” , the “UK” or “ Britain” , but the Monarch remained “ By the
Grace of God,of Great Britain,Ireland and the British Dominions beyond the Seas
King/Queen , Defender of the Faith” until 1953.

Following World War [l ,in which the UK was an allied power, most of the
territories of the British Empire became independent. Many went on to join the
Commonwealth of Nations, a free association of independent states. Some have
retained the British monarch as their head of state to become independent
Commonwealth realms. In its capacity as a great power,and as a leading member of
the United Nations, European Union and NATO, the United Kingdom remains a
strong economic ,cultural ,military and political influence in the 21st century.

Birth of the United Kingdom

Main articles ; History of the Formation of the United Kingdom, Union of the
Crowns, Treaty of Union,and Acts of Union 1707.

sl



Chapter 1 History and Territory

The United Kingdom of Great Britain came into being on 1 May 1707 ,as a
result of the political union of the Kingdom of England ( which included Wales ) and
the Kingdom of Scotland. The terms of the union had been agreed in the Treaty of
Union that was negotiated the previous year and then ratified by the parliaments of
Scotland and England each approving Acts of Union.

Though previously separate states, England and Scotland had shared monarchs
since 1603 when James VI of Scotland become James I of England on the death of
the childless Elizabeth | ,an event known as the Union of the Crowns. The Treaty
of Union enabled the two kingdoms to be combined into a single , United Kingdom
with the two parliaments merging into a single parliament of Great Britain. Queen
Anne, (reigned 1702 —1714') ,who had favored deeper political integration between
the two kingdoms, became the first monarch of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain. The union was valuable to England from a security standpoint, since it
meant that the European powers could no longer use Scotland for backdoor
invasions of England.

Though now a united kingdom, certain aspects of the former independent
kingdoms remained separate in line with the terms in the Treaty of Union Scottish
and English law remained separate,as did the Presbyterian Church of Scotland and

the Anglican Church of England,as well as the separate systems of education.

The creation of the United Kingdom happened
simultaneous with the War of the Spanish Succession,
where William [l had reactivated the Grand Alliance
against France just before his death in 1702. His
successor, Anne, continued the war. The Duke of
Marlborough won a series of brilliant victories over the
French, England’s first major battlefield success on the

Continent since the Hundred Years War.

France was nearly brought to its knees by 1709,

when Louis XIV made a desperate appeal to the

George 1 in 1714, by

French people. Afterwards, his general Marshal Villars Godfrey Kneller

managed to turn the tide in favor of France. A more
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peace-minded government came to power in Great Britain, and the treaties of
Utrecht and Rastadt in 1713 —1714 ended the war.

Queen Anne died in 1714, and the Elector of Hanover, George Louis, became
king as George I. Jacobite factions remained strong however,and they instigated a
revolt in 1715 —1716. The son of James ]I planned to invade England, but before
he could do so, John Erskine, Earl of Mar, launched an invasion from Scotland,
which was easily defeated. George [l succeeded to the throne in 1727 and ruled
until his death in 1760. During his reign, the rising power of Prussia led to two
major conflicts in Europe,the War of the Austrian Succession from 1740 to 1748,
and the Seven Years War from 1756 to 1763. Both spilled over into the American
colonies,and when the latter ended, Britain gained all of Canada and France was
destroyed as a colonial power in North America.

Although British sea power proved decisive in the wars, the French navy had
become a serious challenger by the middle of the 18th century and an invasion of
Britain nearly took place in 1759. After the death of George [l in 1760, his
grandson became king as George Il at the age of 22. Unlike his two predecessors,
he was born in Britain and English was his first language. Frequently reviled by
Americans as a tyrant and the instigator of the U.S. War of Independence , he ruled
for 60 years. George had 15 children with his queen Charlotte of Mecklenburg ; two
of his nine sons became kings themselves. Beginning in the 1780s, he suffered
recurrent fits of insanity due to being afflicted with porphyria and became totally

insane by the last decade of his life.

British Empire

The Seven Years” War, which began in
1756 ,was the first war waged on a global
scale, fought in Europe, India, North
America, the Caribbean, the Philippines and
coastal Africa. The signing of the Treaty of
Paris(1763 ) had important consequences for

Britain and its empire. In North America,

France’s future as a colonial power there Lord Clive meeting with Mir Jafar after

was effectively ended with the ceding of the Battle of Plassey, by Francis Hayman
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Chapter 1 History and Territory

New France to Britain( leaving a sizeable French-speaking population under British
control) and Louisiana to Spain. Spain ceded Florida to Britain. In India, the
Carnatic War had left France still in control of its enclaves but with military
restrictions and an obligation to support British client states, effectively leaving the
future of India to Britain. The British victory over France in the Seven Years War
therefore left Britain as the world’s dominant colonial power.

During the 1760s and 1770s, relations between the Thirteen Colonies and
Britain became increasingly strained , primarily because of resentment of the British
Parliament’s ability to tax American colonists without their consent. Disagreement
turned to violence and in 1775 the American Revolutionary War began. The
following year,the colonists United States Declaration of Independence declared the
independence of the United States. For the first few years, the British populace
supported the war, but by 1779 France and Spain had entered on the side of the
United States and Britain no longer had secure control of the seas. Its army
controlled only a handful of coastal cities. The French and Spanish intervention had
the effect of turning the American Revolution into a foreign conflict, which meant
that the war itself could not be criticised, only the conduct of it.

1780 — 1781 was a low point for Britain. Taxes and deficits were high,
government corruption was pervasive,,and the war in America was entering its sixth
year with no apparent end in sight. The Gordon Riots erupted in London during the
spring of 1781 ,in response to increased concessions to Catholics by Parliament. In
October 1781 Lord Cornwallis surrendered his army at Yorktown, Virginia. The
Treaty of Paris was signed in 1783, formally terminating the war and recognizing
the independence of the United States. However, the British continued to maintain
forts along the Canadian border until 1796 and the Great Lakes remained militarized
until 1815.

The loss of the Thirteen Colonies, at the time Britain’s most populous
colonies, marked the transition between the “ first” and “ second” empires, in which
Britain shifted its attention to Asia, the Pacific and later Africa. Adam Smith’s
Wealth of Nations ,published in 1776 ,had argued that colonies were redundant, and
that free trade should replace the old mercantilist policies that had characterized the
first period of colonial expansion, dating back to the protectionism of Spain and

Portugal. The growth of trade between the newly independent United States and
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Britain after 1783 confirmed Smith’s view that political control was not necessary

for economic success.

British general John Burgoyne surrenders at Saratoga (1777 ) , painting by

John Trumbull in 1822

During its first 100 years of operation, the focus of the British East India
Company had been trade,not the building of an empire in India. Company interests
turned from trade to territory during the 18th century as the Mughal Empire
declined in power and the British East India Company struggled with its French
counterpart, the La Compagnie francaise des Indes orientales, during the Carnatic
Wars of the 1740s and 1750s. The British,led by Robert Clive,defeated the French
and their Indian allies in the Battle of Plassey, leaving the Company in control of
Bengal and a major military and political power in India. In the following decades it
gradually increased the size of the territories under its control,either ruling directly
or indirectly via local puppet rulers under the threat of force of the Indian Army,
80% of which was composed of native Indian sepoys.

On 22 August 1770, James Cook discovered the eastern coast of Australia
while on a scientific voyage to the South Pacific. In 1778, Joseph Banks, Cook’s
botanist on the voyage, presented evidence to the government on the suitability of

Botany Bay for the establishment of a penal settlement, and in 1787 the first
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