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@ GEORGE WASHINGTON: THE FATHER OF OUR COUNTRY

George Washington: The
Father of Our Country

G eorge Washington was the first
president of the United States. He is

known as the Father of Our Country. He is
called this because so much of his life was
spent in service to America.

Washington was born in Virginia in 1732.

He grew to be a tall, strong boy. As a teen,

his older brother, Lawrence, helped him
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TIMED READINGS PLUS IN SOCIAL STUDIES |

learn to survey land. When he was 17, he became county surveyor.
When Lawrence died, George took over his job in the m//i//a. George
was given the rank of major. He had to gather and inspect the
troops. Washington was a strong leader, so he was put in charge of
all of Virginia’s troops. For three years, he defended Virginia's west
border. He also was a leader in the French and Indian War.

In 1759 he returned home to his farm, Mount Vernon. He set up
a mi/l and an /ronworks. He married a widow, Martha Custis. He also
served in state government. He opposed many British policies. One
of these policies was the Stamp Act. This was a British law that
taxed the colonies without their consenf. Washington thought that
Britain’s rule was not good for the colonies. He felt that America

should govern itself.
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€® GEORGE WASHINGTON: THE FATHER OF OUR COUNTRY

When the Revolutionary War broke out in 1775, Washington was
made commander in chief of the Continental Army. His troops had
had no training. He had few supplies. His plan was to have patience
and to harass the British at every chance. In battle, he would fall back
at first. Then he would launch a surprise sirike. After six years, he
forced the British to give up.

People felt that Washington was a hero. They wanted him to be
the first president. Some even wanted to make him king. He did not
want to be president. He wanted to go home. He wanted to spend
the rest of his life working on his farm. However, Washington knew
that the first president would pave the way for the future. He wanted to
help form the nation he had served so well. So in 1789, he took the

oath of office.
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TIMED READINGS PLUS IN SOCIAL STUDIES 1

Washington served as president for eight years. During that time,
France was af war with Britain. Washington kept the United States out
of war. He knew the country needed time to grow strong. After eight

years in office, he went back to Mount Vernon and farmed until he

died.
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€ MOUNT VERNON

Mount Vernon

Mount Vernon is the magnificent
home of George Washington.

It stands on a hill in Virginia. The house,
which is made of wood, is three stories
tall. It was built by George’s older brother,

Lawrence. It was passed on to George by

Lawrence’s widow. At that time, the house

had two floors and seven rooms. It was on
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2,000 acres of land. Washington built a third floor and added new
furnishings. After he married Martha Custis, she and her two children
moved to Mount Vernon. She and George added north and south
wings to the house.

The whole time Washington lived at Mount Vernon, he worked
to make it a grand home. The two-story porch on the front of the
mansion is his design. He built a cupo/a (small domed structure)
above the roof. From there, one can see the Potomac River. On
top of the cupola, he placed a weathervane. It is called the Dove of
Peace. He rebuilt the gardens and lanes. He increased the size
of the estate to 8,000 acres. More than 300 enslaved persons
worked the plantation. Washington freed many of them when
he died. Now the estate is owned by the Mount Vernon Ladies’
Association. They keep the home much as it was in Washington’s

time.
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@ THE BIRCH BARK CANOE: A NATIVE AMERICAN INVENTION

The Birch Bark Canoe: A
Native American Invention

ong ago traveling through the thick
Lforests of North America was a
problem. There were no roads. However,
there were chains of lakes, rivers, and
streams. On the banks of these waterways

grew pine, spruce, cedar, and birch trees.

Birch trees have white or gray Sark that

peels off in sheets. The ancient Native
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