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Abstract

This book explores systematically the position and role of China’s Anti-Japanese
War in the world anti-fascist war. There are five chapters in this book, developing from
six aspects;

First, China’s Anti-Japanese War represented the direction of the world history
progress. The September 18" Incident, as the first shot, fired China’s partial anti-Japa-
nese aggressive war, as well as the world anti-fascism war. The July 7" Incident, as
the starting point of total resistance by the whole Chinese nation, opened up the first
anti-fascism battlefield in the world, exerted a far-reaching international influence,
and represented the direction of the world history progress.

Second, China’s Anti-Japanese War smashed Japanese strategy of aggression
against China, and brought about the collapse of Japanese fascism. From the July 7" In-
cident of 1937 to Japan’s surrender of 1945, Chinese protracted war constantly con-
sumed Japanese effectives, broke the Japanese strategies of Quick Decision, Political
Offensives, Long War, etc. . The battlefield behind the enemy line led by Chinese Com-
munist Party frustrated Japanese army’s Public Order War and sa.feguérded the base are-
as. Meanwhile, the total resistance of China brought about the collapse of Japan, and
finally achieved the great victory of the Anti-Japanese War.

Third, China’s Anti-Japanese War contained Japanese world strategies of north-
ward advance, southward advance, westward advance, diplomacy, etc. , making it
unable to move freely. Because Chinese battlefield held down the main force of the Japa-
nese army, it was unable to implement northward advance strategy to invade the Soviet
Union, so the Soviet Union could avoid the two fronts (east and west) fight. Because
of the containment of Chinese battlefield, Japan delayed its Southward advance strate-
gy, made the British and American allies gain time for war preparation. During the Pa-

cific War, because of the containment of Chinese battlefield, Japan was incompetent to
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fight against America and had to give up its westward advance strategy of marching to-
wards India and the Indian Ocean, joining forces with Germany and Italy in the Middle
East. China’s war of resistance pinned down Japanese diplomatic strategy. Though Japan
had formed an alliance with Germany and Italy, they fought separately, and were de-
feated one by one by the anti-fascist allies. In wartime, Japan launched diplomatic of-
fensives to the Soviet Union and America, but with no result because of China’s con-
tainment. In short, China’s Anti-Japanese War greatly contained and restricted the stra-
tegic expansion of Japan, strongly supported the Allies’ anti-fascist war, and quickened
the triumphant advance of anti-fascism war.

Fourth, China’s Anti-Japanese War pushed the change of British and American
East Asia strategy from negative to positive. After Japan launched the invading war to
China, Britain, America carried out varying degrees of appeasement. China’s protrac-
ted war of resistance aroused extensive sympathy and admiration in the masses of the
people of Britain and America. With the impulse of Chinese government and all walks of
life, Britain and America began to aid China indirectly and limitedly from 1938. In May
of 1941, America spread its Lend-Lease aid to China, mainly abandoned appeasement
policy, laid the foundation of the union of China, America and Britain. China’s resist-
ance successfully held down the negotiation compromise among America, Britain and
Japan.

Fifth, China’s Anti-Japanese War supported the successful operation of British and
American global strategy. The role of Chinese battlefield in the anti-fascist war pattern
was all-round, one of which was the influence on British and American strategy of De-
feating Germany First. British and American wartime strategy involved the major battle-
fields of the world. Chinese battlefield was always in a strategic level from formulation,
implementation to success. Keeping China in the war was reflected in each crucial period
of British and American global strategy. As for the specific operation of the strategy,
Chinese battlefield made outstanding contributions to the following aspects: contained
Japan’s southward advance; saved the strategic crisis caused by British and American
losses during the early stages of the Pacific War; supported the implementation of De-
feating Germany First strategy; helped counterattack of Britain and America in the Pa-
cific.

Sixth, Chinese wartime diplomacy played an important role in the world’s anti-fas-
cist war. Firstly, wartime diplomacy made historic contribution to China’s becoming the

world power. The book examines the appeal diplomacy and compromise diplomacy of the
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KMT government; different thinking and choice of China government and public against
Japanese fascist in different period; diplomatic policy and activities striving for aid and
equality; etc.. By combining with the Soviet Union, Britain and America to carry out
League of Nations diplomacy, China dealt with and fought against Japan with the
strength of the entire country, and achieved success at last. Britain, America and west-
ern powers were forced to abolish the unequal treaties imposed on China since modern
times, which laid a foundation for China from the marginal position to the central posi-
tion in the international stage of politics. Secondly, wartime diplomacy promoted the es-
tablishment, development and consolidation of the world Anti-Fascist Allies. China first
called for uniting together to curb fascist aggression and expansion, promoted the estab-
lishment of anti-Japanese strategic ally, and then made great contributions to the estab-
lishment, development and consolidation of the world Anti-Fascist Allies, and to the
thorough failure of fascists.

In short, China’s Anti-Japanese War made great contributions to the world anti-

fascist war from every aspect.
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