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THE BUTLER DID IT
AND OTHER PLAYS

Things go wrong, and funny things happen, in these six short
plays. There is always something which causes problems for
someone.

James, the butler, always does what ‘sir’ tells him. ‘Very good,
sir,” he says. That’s what makes him a good butler. But one
day ‘sir’ asks James to do something very unusual. Does James
do it or not?

Most office workers do what their employer tells them, too.
They know exactly what people must or must not do. ‘Rules
are rules,” they say. This makes life difficult for the man with
the monkey, when he visits the licensing office!

Roger’s problem is that he hasn’t got much money. His rich
girlfriend’s problem is that he hasn’t asked her to marry him.
There seems to be an easy answer, but as in all these plays,
things are more difficult, and much funnier, than that.
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The Butler Did It

INTRODUCTION
Henry Fletcher is working in his office. He is thinking about his
wife. What’s she doing at the moment? Has she got a boyfriend?
Perhaps she has, perhaps she hasn’t. Is she with her lover now? He
wants to know! So he phones home. But only James, the butler,

answers . ..

CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY
James, a butler

Henry Fletcher, a husband

PERFORMANCE NOTES
There are two rooms on the stage, with a wall between them. One
is a dining room, where James the butler is getting the table ready
for dinner. There is a telephone in the room. The other room is an
office, where Henry Fletcher is working. He is sitting in front of his
computer, but he isn’t looking at it. He is making a phone call.
You will need two telephones and a gun.
The plumber’s name, Blessiu, sounds like ‘Bless you!” which is what
we often say when someone sneezes.



=R
.ﬁ'

&

2

-

A

2
9T

I}

FH - EMELEINAT LI ML EREETF— X AILE
WAL 27 W AR A HEA? R A, RFRER ., I ELREE
SR EAE— A B 4il | TRMAZER LITHE, THEBEN

R R
Rt A
BN, B R
’%’,‘ﬁd * ';%%’fi}], ii
=t

G LAB/AGE, d— eI, —NERRUT, R A WMEA

BEEREEARRL, AREBOESE, FREZA—HLE, 5 —A5H
RBNE, FH - hEMIEL DR A, AL LA, 2XAAE

H& IR —Teit,

Fi, w0 & EAT B,
Tl T L FREA RN, TARRKME “Bless you! ( Lairis
R1)7 o AAITREE, RAFFHLXEE,

(AR A Ay e MERTRA A i )



-~

The Butler Did It and Other Plays

The phone rings in the dining room. James stops work and

answers it.

JAMES
HENRY
JAMES
HENRY
JAMES

HENRY

JAMES

HENRY

Hello.

Hello, is that James, the butler?

Yes, sir, it 1s.

James, is my wife at home?

Yes, sir.

Good. Can you bring her to the phone? I want to
speak to her at once. Be quick!

Very good, sir. So you want me to bring your wife to
the phone. Is that right, sir?

Yes, yes, James. Now just go and do it. (James goes
off slowly. Henry speaks to himself.) My wife’s got a
lover, I think. But I must know! What’s James doing?

And where’s my wife?

James comes back slowly and speaks into the phone.

JAMES

HENRY

JAMES

HENRY

JAMES
HENRY

JAMES

Hello, sir. James speaking.

Hello, James. So where’s my wife?

Your wife is at home, sir, but she can’t speak to you at
the moment, I’'m afraid.

She can’t speak to me! My wife can’t speak to me!
Why not?

Well, sir, she’s in the bathroom ...

In the bathroom!

...with a man.
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butler n. a man who works in
another person’s house, and takes
special care of his employer’s
clothes, food and wine &%
at once without delay © |-

I’'m afraid used to politely tell
someone something that may
annoy, upset, or disappoint
them ZLff]



‘\ﬁ-'cp‘ The Butler Did It and Other Plays

ueNry (Putting a hand to his head) With a man!

james  But don’t worry, sir, it’s only Mr Blessiu, the plumber.
He’s working in the bathroom.

uenky (Not listening, speaking to himself) She’s in the
bathroom with her boyfriend! I knew it! James, can
you do something for me?

james  Of course, sir.

uenky Go into my bedroom, and find the box under my bed.
In that box there’s a gun. Take it out, James.

james  Very good, sir. You want me to go into your bedroom,
find the box under your bed, and take out the gun. Is
that right, sir?

HENRY Yes, James, yes! Just go and do it.

James goes off slowly. Henry speaks to himself.

uenry | knew it! My wife’s got a lover! But soon James is
going to come back with that gun, and then ...

James comes back with the gun.

iames  (Into the phone) Hello, sir, James here.

ueny Hello, James. Have you got the gun?

james  Yes, sir. I went into your bedroom, found the box
under your bed, and took out the gun. I have it with
me Nnow, SIr.

uenry Right, James. Now listen carefully.

james  I’m listening very carefully, sir.
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‘Hello, sir, James here.’

plumber n. someone whose job is
to repair water pipes, baths, toilets
etc il T

carefully adv. in a way trying to
avoid missing something {14l H



The Butler Did It and Other Plays

HENRY
JAMES
HENRY
JAMES
HENRY
JAMES

HENRY

JAMES

HENRY

JAMES

HENRY
JAMES

HENRY

Go into the bathroom ...

Yes, sir.

...with the gun ...

Yes, sir.

...and shoot my wife through the head.

Yes, sir.

And the man in the bathroom with her, James, shoot
him through the head too. (He sneezes.)

Blessiu, sir?

Thank you, James. Now, James, do you understand
what to do?

Yes, sir. You want me to go into the bathroom with
the gun, shoot your wife through the head, and shoot
the man with her through the head, too, sir. (He
sneezes.)

Bless you, James!

That’s right, sir.

Very good, James. Well, just go and do it.

James goes off. We hear two gun shots.

HENRY

(Looking pleased and smiling to himself) Aha! Good
old James! Well done!

James comes back slowly, without the gun.

JAMES

(Into the phone) Hello, sir. Did you hear the

shots, sir?
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sir?’

shoot v. to send a bullet from a gun
to hurt or kill someone Ff#
sneeze v. to suddenly send out air
from your nose and mouth §JMiMHE
pleased adj. happy or satisfied i
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HENRY  Yes, James, I did. Is everything all right?

james  Oh yes, sir. I went into the bathroom with the
gun, and I shot your wife through the head, and I
shot the man with her through the head, too.

He sneezes.

HENRY Bless you, James!

james  That’s right, sir.

uenky Right, and are the two of them dead, James?

james  Oh yes, sir.

uenky Very good, James. Oh, and James ...

jAMEs  Yes, sir?

uenry  What did you do with the gun?

james  The gun, sir?

HENRY Yes, James, the gun. What did you do with it?

james  Ah, yes, sir. I put it in the swimming pool.

HeNkRy |he swimming pool, James?

james  The swimming pool in the back garden, sir.

uenky (Looking afraid) But we haven’t got a swimming
pool in our back garden!

Nobody says anything for a moment.

james  Oh, T see. Well, then, you’ve got the wrong
number, I’'m afraid, sir. Goodbye.

uenky Oh, I —er — Goodbye.

James goes back to his work, getting the table ready

for dinner. He is smiling and singing quietly to himself.

Henry sits in his chair, with a very white face.
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