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2 Firry FAmous STORIES RETOLD

1. King Alfred and the Cakes

" Many years ago’ there lived in England a wise
and good king whose name was Alfred. No other
man ever did so much for his country as he; and people
now, all over the world, speck of® him az ‘Alfred i;he/ﬁ
Great. : 5

In those deys}¥a king did not have a very easy
life. There was war almost all the time?* and no one. -
else ®could lead his army into battle so well as he. And

s0, between ruling and fighting, he had a buay time of
it indeed. .

A fierce, rude people, called the Danes, had come
from over the sea® and were- fighting the English.?
There were so many of them;) and they wereso hold
and strong, that for a long time they g(iiﬁlegﬁvery'bdttlle_ﬂ
If they kept on,® they would soon be the masters of
the whole country. ; ;
At last, after a great battle, the English army
was broken up and sg‘é‘t’g}érgg Bvery man had t0' save
himself in the blst way he could. King Alfred

\/\_M
:zﬂed alone, in great haste,*® through the woods and
T SWamps. pAg

Late in the day®™ the king came to the hut of a
wood-cutter™ He was very tired and hungry, and he
begged the wood<cutter’s wife to give him something to
eat and a place to sleep in her hut.
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] Firry FaAMous SToRiES RETOLD

" The woman was hd’kfng some cakes upon ! the
4Wearth,® and she looied with pity® upon the poor, ragged
fellow who seemed 'so hungry. She had no thought
that he was the king. i

“Yes,” she said, "I will give you some supper
if you will watch these cakes. 1 want te go out ’and

milk the cow®; and you must see that they do not ?urn
while 1 am gone.”

King Alfred was very.willing to watch the
but he had far greater things® to think about. How
was he golng to get his army together again? And
how was he going to drive the fierce Danes out
.of the land? - He forgot his hunger; he forgot the
cakes; he forgot that he was in the wood-cutter’'s hut.
His mind was busy making plans for tomorrow.

" In a little while® the woman came back. ' The

1

cakes were smoking on the hearth. They were burned
to a ensp Ah, how angry she was!
“You lazy fellow!” she cried. “See what you

have done! You want something to eat, but you do
not want to Work"’

I have been told that she even struck the king
with a stick; but [ can hardly believe that she was io
ill-natared.”

The " king must have laughed to hlmself af the
" thought of being scolded in this way: and he was so
hungry that he did not mind the woman's angry words
half so much as the loss.of the cakes.
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6 Firry Famovs STories RETOLD

I do not know w%thlérhe had anything to eat
that night, or whether he had to go to bed without his
supper. ~ But it was not many days until he had
gathered* his men together again, and had baaten the
Danes in a great battie? Yiie

2. King Alfred and the Beggar

At one time the Dangs drove King Alfred from
his kingdom,® and he had to lie l_zi?id’én‘ for a long time
on a little island in a river. }fp”‘ e A

One &ay, all who were on the island, except the
king and queen and one servant,® went out to fish. It
was a very lonely place, and no onz could get 0® it
except by a boat. About noon a ragged beggar’ came
to the king’s door, and asked for food. :

The king called the servant, and asked. "How
much food have we in the house?”

“My lord? said the servant, “we have only one
loaf and a little ‘wine.”

“*® Then the king gave thanks to (God, and said, “Give
half of the loaf and half of the wine to this poor man.”

The servant did as he was bidden. The beggar

_thanked the king for his kindness, and went on his
way. :

In the afterncon the men Who had gone out
to fish came back. They had three boats full of fish,
and they said, “We have caught more fish today than
in all the other days® that we have been on this island.” -
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8 Firry FAMOUS STORIES RETOLD

The king was glad, and he and his people were
more hopeful than they had ever been. before.

When night came, the king luy awake' for a
long time, and thought about the things that had
<happened that day. At last he fdndied® that he saw
a great light like the sunj and in the midst, of the
light there stood an old man with black hai?j)olding
an open book in his hand.

it may all have been a dream, and yet to the
king it seemed. very' ré"’l.ﬂindeed. He looked and’
wondered, but was not afraid. ;

“Who are you?”’ he Sakod of the ol fHan.

“Alfred, my son, be brave,” said the man;’ for
I am the one to whom you gave this day the half of alk
the food that you had. Be strong and joyful of heart,
and listen to what I say.’ Rise up early in the
morning and blow your hgrn three times, so loudly
that the Danes may hear it. By nine o'clock, five
hundred men will be around you ready to be led iuto
battle. Go forth® bravely, and within seven days your
enemies shall be beliten,* and you shall go back to
vour kingdom to r‘ei‘g'n l:in peace.”

Then the light wemnt out, and theé-man was see no
maore.® :

+ In the morning the king arose early, and crossed
g BEET 3
JVer to the ma.in‘l;ai.nd. Then he blew his horn three

LEE 2408 SME 4Nk 6K



ﬁﬂhk#iﬁ*ﬂﬁ% 9

B & Sk T | M%Il‘ﬁﬂ‘mé‘bu &%ﬂ%ﬁwﬁ WEA
AT o

WRAR + REBBEBERIBEGHEN » FARHE
o BHE » RSB - FERRPLIE R BB Ay 1% A
U B RAR  ARLPTE EREEA TS
— Ak o Tt |
SEHAF LAt » ERF RIS LI PR
W o TERTT » WA TR MEREN o

FocRam 2 ) s o - |

[ TR D » AT | BHEBRRIB 1 1A
Fl [ RBRIRAKRTIIE b —FeA0 A
o R EARRRRLGAEA - BETPTBARE o FE—RE R ROATA -
RO K= - BT - Bl TR A ANISS) © BIR
LSRR o A T TR A ST A - TR (B
o FRCHINIE » £ LFZ M R0 RO o (RN
» FRASE BRI S - KIS M B R o ]

ﬂ‘ﬁ%iﬁiﬁé?ﬁﬁ ¥, %MA{E/FET °

BoXKREER - BEERGHERE - REBEFRBIKEE
Eo B ORM T AT M B AR =



A

10 Fm'r\' Famous Srtorizs RzroLp

! times very loudly, and When lns frlendb heard it they
were glad, but the Danes were filled with fear.

At nine o'clock, five hundred of his braves{ soldiers
ond around him ready for battle® He 'spoke; and
told ' them ‘wHat he had seen and heard in his
drerin; and when he had finished, they all echeered
loudly, and said that they would follow him and fight
for him so long as they had stréngth.
So they We%lt out bravel" to E;)a.tu?e, and thew beat
the Danes, and drove them back into their own place.
And King Alfred ruled wisely and Well aver all his

ppogle for tha rest of his davs.
Ky :

3. King Canute on the Seashore

=i s

i

A hundred years or more® after the time of Alfred :

the Great there was a king of finglund named Canute.
King Canute was a Dane; but the Danes were not se

fierce and cmiel then as they had béen when they were

at war with King Alfred

The grea.t men .  and ofﬁcbrs “who. vere around

ng (a,nute were always praising him.

“You are the greatest man that ever lived,*’ one®

would 's.n
Then anether would smy, 0 kmg‘ there can. m'ver
be® another man 50 mighty as you. ‘
And another would say, Grca.t Canute, tﬁere ls
nothmg in the world that dares to disobsy yoa,v.,_ i o
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