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Foreword '

Foreword

With the rising of the new technology revolution based on information tech-
nology since 1960s, the modern society has been experiencing a historical transi-
tion: a shifting from industrialism society to knowledge society. The way of pro-
duction, working, learning and living of human are changed in unprecedented
scope and depth in the transition. As a result, the importance of learning is made
unprecedented prominent. People have come to realize that they must learn con-
tinuously and in lifespan in order to adapt to and promote the development of hu-
man civilization and keep the dynamic balance of human and society.

“Developing lifelong education and towards learning society” had been the
development tendency of international social education and the direction of educa-
tional reform and development in China in 21 century. The historical mission,
which was set forth in the Sixteenth National Congress of the Communist Party of
China in December 2002, was to “develop learning society in which all people
learn through their life and promote comprehensive development of human”. It
was one of the important goals of“creating fairly comfortable sbciety” which was
perused by CPC and all Chinese. The Seventeenth National Congress of CPC in
October 2007 emphasized once more creating learning society and set forth “provi-
ding education for all people”. According to the National Education Reform and
Development Program for Medium and Long Term (2010—2020) issued in July
2010, “learning society is basically formed” is one of the three strategic targets of
Chinese education in the next 10 years. Carrying out lifelong education depends
on adult education which is its main part, “providing education for all people” de-
pends on the extensive and in-depth development of community education, and
creating learning society depends on carrying out lifelong learning and adult edu-
cation and community education. Therefore, research on adult education, com-
munity education, lifelong education, lifelong learning and learning society are
particularly essential and strategic.

I have been a researcher of adult education for thirty years since the begin-

ning of 1980s. As one of the adult educators in East China Normal University
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thirty years ago, the responsibilities of adult education urged me to begin adult
education research. As the Chinese saying “to do a vocation, to love a vocation
and study a vocation”, I have an indissoluble bond with adult education. With the
transformation of economic system in China in 1990s, there is an in-depth social
transition which requires new qualities of citizens. Meanwhile, community educa-
tion in China had a breakthrough and steps into a new stage with the orientation
of education for all and lifelong and all-round. As a researcher of adult education,
the social responsibility has urged me to expand my research field to community
education since 1993, With the lead of some units and organizations when I was
the director of the Institute of Adult Higher Education in the College of Adult
Education in East China Normal University, the director of the Shanghai Institute
of Adult Higher Education, the director of the Research Center of Shanghai Com-
munity Education, the vice-chairman of the Association of Shanghai Adult Educa-
tion, the director of the commission of Advancing Learning Community of the
Association of Shanghai Adult Education, the vice-chairman of the Association of
Shanghai Lifelong Education, the director of the Academic Commission of the
Association of Shanghai Lifelong Education, the vice-chairman and the general
secretary and director of the Research Council of Adult Higher Education of As-
sociation of China Adult Education, vice director of the Commission of Lifelong
Education of the Association of China Education Development Strategy and the
director of the Academic Commission of the Association of China Adult Educa-
tion, I have done some work within my reach for the development of research on
adult education and community education and learning society. As an academic
leader, my colleagues and I set up the first postgraduate education profession of
adult education in China in 1993, and accepted the first visiting scholar of adult
education in China in 1999. In the last thirty years, I had written and edited 37
books including 19 books on learning and education, and Introduction to Employ-
ee Educational Psychology (1987), Introduction to Self-Study (1988) and Adult
Higher Education Research (1989) are the first books in correlative fields. Mean-
while, I had published 200 papers, including 100 papers on learning and educa-
tion, and 17 research reports and 80 essays on learning and education. I had edi-
ted the first series of monograph and translation on adult education theories, in-
ternational adult education, community education theories and community educa-

tion development in the beginning of 21 century. In the last 20 years, I have
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taken 21 projects supported by organizations of the state-level and provincial and
ministerial level, including 11 projects on learning and education. In the last 10
years, my research achievements have been recognized the first prize 3 times, the
second prize 6 times and the third prize 9 times. I have been specially subsidized
by the National Council since 1993. I was appointed adjunct professors by over 10
universities including Central China Normal University, Henan University and
People’s University of China since 1995. I was appointed a member of Communi-
ty Education Expert Team by the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic
of China in 2003, and an expert advisor who was responsible for working out Na-
tional Program for Qualified Personnel Development by the Central Coordination
Group of Talent Development in April 2008. 1 was appointed a member of the
Advisory Council of Shanghai Education Decision-Making by the Education Com-
mittee of Shanghai Municipal Government in 2010.

It is necessary to edit Collection of Learning and Education Research of Ye
Zhonghai which collecting and sorting my research works of learning and educa-
tion in thirty years in order to promote research works of adult education, com-
munity education and creation of learning society, and celebrate the 90" Anniver-
sary of the Communist Party of China and contribute to creation of Chinese learn-
ing society and research on adult education and community education.

Collection of Learning and Education Research of Ye Zhonghai includes 8
volumes and some appendices. These volumes named Self-Study and Self-Study
Examination Research, Research on Creation of Learning Cities, Modern Adult
Education Research, Adult Higher Education, Post-Undergraduate Continuing
Education, Research on Strategies of Adult Education Development, Chinese
Community Education Development Research and Community Education Re-
search. On the principle of respecting the history, I only group and combine my
works in terms of topics without rewriting them. Therefore, the Collection will
have some deficiencies, for example the sources are out of date, the methods are
traditional and the viewpoints are limited, etc. Maintaining these deficiencies will
reflect the development of my research on adult education, community education
and learning society in order to leave some truth to the later generations of re-
searchers.

The great goals of creating fairly comfortable society and learning society in

which all people learn through their lifespan and the strategies of developing the
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country by relying on science and education and strengthening the country
through talents create opportunities of promoting research on adult education,
community education and learning society in China. As a senior researcher, I
sincerely hope that researchers and practitioners join hands and make efforts to-
gether to promote research on Chinese adult education, community education and
learning society and to contribute to the international academy of education and

learning.

YE Zhonghai
May 2011
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