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Preface

A university campus, if it holds no intellectual activities or possesses no ac-
ademic atmosphere, no matter how physically beautiful or modern it is, it would
be spiritually desolate and barren. In fact, the earliest historical European uni-
versities started from academic learning. The relationship between a university
and the academic learning cannot just be interpreted literally, but more impor-
tantly, it should be set on the ideas and academic learning which are the so —
called sources of the energy and vitality of all universities.

Zhongnan University of Economics and Law is a high education institution
which enjoys rich academic atmosphere. Having the academic germs seeded by
such great masters as Fanwenlan, Jiwenfu, Panzinian and Mazhemin, genera-
tions of scholars and students in this university have been sharing the favorable
academic atmosphere and making their own contributions to it, especially during
the past fifty —five years. As a result, at the beginning of the new century when
a new historical new page is turned over with the combination of Zhongnan Uni-
versity of Finance and Economics and Zhongnan University of Politics and Law,
the newly established university has set its developing strategy as “Making the U-
niversity Prosperous with academic learning; Strengthening the University with
scientific research” , which is not only a historical inheritance of more than fifty
years of academic culture and tradition, but also a strategic decision which is to
lift our university onte a higher developing stage in the 21st century.

Our ultimate goal is to make the university prosperous and strong, even
through our struggling process, in a greater sense. We tend to unify the destina-
tion and the process as to combine the pursuing process of our magnificent goal
with the practical struggling process. The youth’s Academic Library of Zhongnan

University of Economics and Law, funded by the university, is one of our specif-
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ic measures.

The guideline or academic theme of this Library lies first at promoting the
publishing of selected academic works. By funding them, an academic garden
with high — quality fruits can come into being. We should also make great efforts
to form the awareness and atmosphere of selected works and improve the quality
and standard of our academic productions, so as to make our own contributions in
developing such fields as finance, economics, politics, law and literate humani-
ty, as well as in working out solutions for major economic and social problems fa-
cing our country and the Communist Party. Secondly, our aim is to form some
academic teams, especially through funding the publishing of works of the middle
- aged and young academic cadreman, to boost the construction of academic
teams and enhance the strength and standard of our academic groups. Thirdly,
we aim at making a specific academic field of our university. By funding those ac-
ademic fruits which have some original or innovative points in their ideas, meth-
ods and views, we expect to engender our own characteristic in scientific re-
search. Our final goal is to form an academic school and establish an academic i-
dea system of our university through our efforts. Thus, this Library makes great
emphases particularly on the middle — aged and young people, selected works,
and original academic monographs.

Sowing seeds in the spring will lead to a prospective harvest in the autumn.
Thus, let us get together to cultivate this academic garden and make it be opulent

with academic fruits and intellectual flowers.

Wu Handong
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Abstract

The Zhou and Qin Dynasties were a time of great change. The administrative
system underwent from the dividedness of feudal to the unity of prefecture-county
system; the regime went from divided power among aristocrats to autocracy of the
monarch ; hereditary succession was replaced by appointment of the central gov-

“ernment. The special “feudal period” of China virtually came to an end. Since
the Qin and Han Dynasties, most statesmen and historians have laid importance
to the distinction between feudal ( feng-jian) and bureaucratic ( jun-xian),
seeing them as different systems of government. Disputes concerning feudal and
its related issues never ceased to be between the Qin and the Qing Dynasties.

Feudal was merely a kind of political system practiced in the Zhou Dynasty.
Then why did scholars, thinkers still interested in the discussion of this idea in
the Ming and Qing Dynasties? From what angle did they usually talk about this is-
sue? What questions were raised and solved? What realistic solicitude were re-
flected in their discussions? These are precisely the issues of concern in this
book.

The book is composed of eight parts, including the introduction, six chap-
ters and epilogue. The introduction part clarifies concepts such as feudal, bu-
reaucratic, theory of feudalism, and offers information on the source and signifi-
cance of the present study, related studies, research method adopted, the struc-
ture and creative points of the present study.

Chapter 1 is on the theory of feudalism before the Ming and Qing Dynasties
which traces its source. The author holds that the Song Dynasty was a clear divid-
ing point. The pre-Song theory of feudalism was basically disputes on political
systems, which centred upon whether an how to confer titles of princes. In the

Soﬁg Dynasty, as Neo-confucianism ( rationalistic confusion philosophical
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school) was rising, in which an ideal three-generation society was constructed
with great care, feudalism, nine-square system (the farming system believed to
have existed in China’s slave society) and patriarchal ideology were considered
as the essential features. The simple theory of system changed into arms of mak-
ing attacks on social evils brought by the autocrat centralized politics.

Chapter 2 is about the theory of feudalism at the beginning of the Ming Dy-
nasty. The theory of feudalism in the early Ming Dynasty is essentially a practical
policy debate on the feudal system, which centers around how to consolidate the
new regime. Some commentators have supported the feudal system, thought that
the feudal system can consolidate the new regime and make it forever because it
could not only allow rulers united, but also resist foreign invasion. At the same
time, other commentators opposed the feudal system. They thought that the feu-
dal system could easily lead to lost of control of the situation and was not condu-
cive to long-term stability of the new regime.

Chapter 3 is about the theory of feudalism in the middle of the Ming Dynas-
ty. In the mid and late Ming Dynasty, with the development of absolute monar-
chy to its peak, land acquisition had become increasingly serious, financial cri-
sis had become more and more serious, peasant uprising took place one after an-
other, whose scale expanded gradually, troubles on the frontier became more
and more serious. During this period, some people opposed to the feudal system
and supported the county system, while others were the opposite. There was no
doubt that their discussion revolved around absolute monarchy and series of social
problems caused by absolute monarchy. Their idealistic proposition was actually a
criticism of social reality, especially an exposure and criticism of absolute monar-
chy in the Ming Dynasty.

Chapter 4 is about the theory of feudalism in the late Ming Dynasty and the
early Qing Dynasty. In this period of, there are two main themes in the theory of
feudalism. On the one hand, with the socio-economic diversity of Jiangnan, the
public class continued to grow and formed an independent force. They enhanced
the awareness of identity for the local regional interests, so they took the form of
the theory of feudalism to express their growing localism, which evolved into a lo-

cal decentralization thinking. On the other hand, with the demise of the Ming



Abstract g 3

Dynasty and the rise of the Qing Dynasty, a large number of thinkers, historians
and even ordinary public talked with reflections on the fundamental changes of
Ming replacing Qing, a time when feudal was discussed relatively frequently and
in a more comprehensive and profound way . The theory of feudalism at this time
seemed to have become an outer vehicle for reflections on the social reality, con-
taining many political, economic, military and cultural ideas.

Chapter 5 is about the theory of feudalism in the Mid-Qing Dynasty. At that
time, the rule of the Qing Dynasty was on a consolidated base with the accept-
ance of middle-class officials and ordinary public, most of whom were in favor of
bureaucratic rather than feudal. However, at the same time, the extreme auto-
cratic monarchy was nurturing profound social crises under the surface stability.
Under such circumstances, though talks about feudalism was strictly banned,
thinkers represented by Yuan Mei, Liu Hongao, Zhuang Youke, Cui Mai still
made voices in favor of feudal from different perspectives so as to criticize mon-
arch autocracy. At the same time, Lu Shengnan, Zeng Jing, a very small num-
ber of commentators had the courage to directly proclaim the principles of the feu-
dal in order to resist the absolute monarchy.

Chapter 6 is about the theory of feudalism in the later part of the Qing Dy-
nasty. Faced with combined home crisis and foreign invasion, feudal was advo-
cated from a new perspective—saving the country in resistance of foreign aggres-
sors and repressing farmer uprisings by current personalities such as Liu Pei,
Chen Qishu, Wen Tingshi, etc.. In the period of the Heavenly State (tai-ping
tian-guo) , revival of local gentry, expansion of the power of governors-general
and inspectors-general and the coming in of western thought of autonomy gave a
western color to the theory of feudalism at that time. In the declining years of the
Qing Dynasty, with the rising of anti-Manchu forces, Zhang Taiyan saw the posi-
tive side of feudal, attempting to realize his revolutionary ideal and to establish
modern constitutional government with the aid of influential Han governors-gener-
al and inspectors-general. Later, Zhang shifted to be against feudal and an avid
advocator of centralized state power out of consideration for practicing revolution
( “Xin-Sheng” ) and maintaing national unity.

The conclusion is about the stage of development, the main content of the
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theory of feudalism in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the deep-rooted association
between the theory of feudalism and the traditional Chinese culture. The author
believes that the theory of feudalism in the Ming and Qing dynasties to a certain
degree was a reflection of the acute conflicts between Leagalist institutional cul-
ture and Confucian classic teachings. At the same time, the theory of feudalism
in the Ming and Qing still have some kind of inspiration and practical reference
value for our society today, such as how to deal with the relationship between the
central and local governments and the relationship between centralization and de-
centralization, how to strengthen the ethical construction of social governance,
and how to deal with the relations between “rule of law” and “rule of virtue” .

Key words: Ming and Qing Dynasties; feudal; bureaucratic; the theory of

feudalism ; absolute monarchy
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