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With a history of several thousands of years, the
Chinese porcelains are one of the greatest inventions of
mankind. In the process of making ceramic articles
3,000 years ago, the Chinese potters of the Shang
Dynasty produced the earliest porcelains of the world, a
symbol of the scientific and technological progress of
mankind. For a long time in the past, the Chinese
porcelains ranked among the most advanced
technological achievements of mankind.

When the Chinese porcelains were introduced to
Europe, they became very popular with the Europeans.
In the seventeenth century when the European
missionaries came to Jingdezhen (the most famous
porcelain—-making town) of China, they saw with their
own eyes the making of Chinese porcelains and praised
the artistry as “the art of clay and fire” . Thus, the
Chinese porcelains became the representative of the
precious articles from the mysterious Orient and
aroused their curiosity about China, a faraway country
in the Orient.

Through numerous innovations, the ancient potters
of China used plant ashes as the additive that contain
potassium and calcium and made the earliest blue
porcelain—ware that had the hard vitrified surface.
Because there was some iron element in the glaze, the
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The Earliest Blue Porcelain
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White Porcelain

baking would help produce the blue and yellowish
products, thus called the blue porcelains or celadons.
In the Sui Dynasty, the potters found that they could
produce white porcelains after the iron element was
removed from the raw material. The white background
offered enough room for the painting or drawing on the
porcelains. Blue porcelains and white porcelains were
still popular in the Tang Dynasty but other porcelains
with color drawings also appeared, including the early
blue—and—white porcelains. The blue—and—white
porcelains were made from a kind of China—clay (gaolin),
and cobalt was used as the color for the painting on the
roughcasts with a glaze covering the whole body before
the baking in the kilns. The products were either blue
with a white background or white with a blue
background. The earliest blue—and—white porcelains
emerged in the Tang Dynasty and became mature
through the development in the Yuan and Ming
dynasties, representing the mature products of
porcelains.

The blue—and—white porcelains were produced
mainly in Jingdezhen of Jiangxi Province of China
whose products were beautiful as ornaments and useful
in their daily life. In the Yuan and Ming dynasties,
Zhejiang Province and Fujian Province also produced
some porcelains. Zhejiang Province produced more
than Fujiang Province and the products were mainly
articles for daily use like bowls and plates. Compared
with those produced in Jingdezhen, their products were
not so polished and varied. In this period Yunnan was
also under the cultural influence of the Central Plains
and began to produce blue—and—white porcelains. The
blue—and-white porcelains made in Yunnan show a
local style, that is, bold in design, simple and vivid in
decoration and in color with a large number surviving
until today. Mr. Feng Xianming, a famous scholar,
regards Jingdezhen, Zhejiang and Yunnan as the three
most important porcelain—producing areas in China,
and the porcelains made in Yunnan have their special
position in the porcelain—producing history of China
and in the history of Chinese fine arts.
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Blue—and-white Porcelain Urn
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Blue—and-white Porcelain
Vase with a Pattern of Flowers
and Human Figures and an
Omamental Lid
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